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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEW 


CLEMSON & ALABAMA 


MEET IN THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 


The storyline for the Duel in the Desert: No. 2 Alabama and 
long-standing power coach, Nick Saban, are seeking their 
fourth national title in seven seasons. In their way are top-ranked 
Clemson and 46-year-old coach Dabo Swinney, 18 years 
Saban’s junior, trying for the school’s first national crown since 
its only one in 1981. 


The second College Football Playoff title game at 8:30 P.M. 
Eastern Time on ESPN tonight at University of Phoenix Stadium 
will pit the college football elite, old guard Saban, against the 
up-and-coming Tigers coached by the unflappable Swinney, 
who is trying to restore Clemson’s greatness. 


Ironically, Clemson (14-0) is the first team in the FBS to have a 
chance to win 15 games in a season and is also the only team in 
the country that went into the later stages of the season 
unbeaten. The Tigers have won 17 straight games overall, the 
longest current winning streak in the FBS. 


No matter. There have been serious doubters this Clemson 
team can claim perfection and will continue to be it appears. 


ACC champion Clemson, an underdog against No. 4 Oklahoma, 
the Big 12 champion, in the semifinal Capital One Orange Bowl, 
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landed a 37-17 haymaker on the Sooners. The Tigers dominated 
the second half with their defense (outscoring OU, 21-0) and let 
quarterback Deshaun Watson run wild and show why he was 
one of the finalists for the Heisman Trophy and OU quarterback 
Baker Mayfield was not. 


Now, SEC champion Alabama (13-1), which crushed Big Ten 
champ Michigan State, 38-0, in the other CFP semifinal, the 
Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic, is the Tigers’ opponent in 
Arizona. Because the Crimson Tide’s performance against the 
Spartans was so impressive, Alabama has been installed as the 
favorite over Clemson. 


Hey, no problem. Swinney loves to play the “No Respect Card” 
with his team. And the former Alabama assistant and player 
probably will do that for at least another game, the most 
important of his career. 


In any event, Swinney has confidence that the Tigers are where 
they belong. 


“It has been 34 years since Clemson has had a chance to win a 
national championship,” Swinney said of the 1981 season’s 
Orange Bowl when the Tigers defeated Nebraska, 22-15, for the 
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national title. “Seven years ago when | got the job, | knew that 
we would be here. It was just a matter of when. This is year 
seven and we were able to knock the roof off it, win another 
ACC championship, and when you win our league, you have a 
chance to play for it all. And so here we are.” 


So let’s dance. At least the emotional Swinney might, if past 
victorious Clemson locker room scenes are any indication. A 
generation older, Saban might be satisfied with hoisting his 
granddaughter over his head. Still, there is a fire in Saban to 
complete the journey this season. After losing to eventual 
national champion Ohio State in the CFP semifinals last season, 
Saban said the Alabama players learned how to prepare for the 
semifinal against Michigan State. 


Alabama is going for its 12th national football title since the 
poll era began in 1936. And the 2015 Crimson Tide is 
attempting to become the eighth Southeastern Conference 
team to win the national football title in the last decade, but 
the first in the CFP era. 


“| was not always pleased with the way we prepared for that 
game,” Saban said of Ohio State’s 42-35 Sugar Bowl victory last 
season. “Maybe we were a little bit complacent, and | take 
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responsibility for all of that. But because of the result and the 
bad taste of losing a game when you had a chance to (win) in 
the playoff, maybe in the first playoff we weren’t quite ready to 
handle bowl game vs. playoff. But this year’s team was totally 
focused on the game.” 


History in the title game favors Alabama, which last played 
Clemson in Atlanta in 2008 in a regular-season game and 
defeated the Tigers, 34-10, when Tommy Bowden was in his 
final half season as Clemson coach. Swinney, the associate 
head coach of that 2008 team, would take over mid-season 
as the interim and later became head coach. Clemson has not 
beaten Alabama since 1905, has lost 12 straight games to the 
Tide, and has been shut out in seven of those games. The Tigers 
trail in the series, 12-3. 


What should be key in the CFP title game will be how Clemson’s 
lines can hold up against a very big, physical Alabama team on 
both sides of the ball. The fact that Clemson was able to shred 
OU for 530 yards total offense was probably not nearly as 
surprising as the fact that Clemson’s defensive front seven held 
the high-octane Sooner rushing attack, stunned by a couple of 
injuries to key running backs, to just 67 yards. That was despite 


CLEMSON HEAD COACH DABO SWINNEY CELEBRATES WITH TIGHT END JORDAN LEGGETT. 
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Clemson playing most of the game without its star 
defensive end, Shaq Lawson, who went out with a 
knee injury. He did not return, but could play against 
Alabama. 


“| think if we focus on us and focus on Clemson, and 
play to the standard Clemson has set, we can beat 
anybody,” said Tigers’ linebacker Ben Boulware. “So 
we don’t worry about who is in front of us. We don’t 
care what the name is on the back of their jersey. Our 
goal is to beat them every snap.” 


On offense, the Clemson line must spring holes for 
Watson, one of the most dynamic run-passers in 
college football. In the past, Alabama has had trouble 
containing dual threat quarterbacks in spread 
offenses, but has done a better job of that this season 
with its defensive schemes. Saban has recruited 
quicker players to combat those offenses and tackle 
in space. Alabama hasn't seen a quarterback as quick 
taking off running as Watson is this season. 


“You want to stop the pass, then we can rush the 
ball,” Watson said. “It doesn’t really matter what the 
defense does. We just focus on us and our job and 
just really focus on that one play. And if it’s a run 
play, we dominate the line of scrimmage. And if 
it’s a pass play, the receivers get open and make 


aa i ALABAMA QUARTERBACK JAKE COKER CAME INTO 
competitive plays. 


HIS OWN AS THE SEASON PROGRESSED. 
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CLEMSON QUARTERBACK DESHAUN WATSON WAS A HEISMAN FINALIST THANKS TO HIS DUAL-THREAT ABILITIES. 


8 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEW 


7 
“They [Alabama’s front seven] are so big and physical. 
To be honest, it makes it a lot easieFfto call the game | 
when you have guys up front that can do that.” 
— Defensive Coordinator Kirby Smart 


ALABAMA DEFENSIVE BACK EDDIE JACKSON TACKLES LSU’S LEONARD FOURNETTE EARLIER THIS SEASON. 


Alabama’s big defensive front, led by tackle A’Shawn Robinson, 
completely shut down Michigan State’s running game, limiting 
the Spartans to 29 yards on 26 carries, an average of 1.1 yards a 
rush. If that happens to Clemson, will Watson be able to hit the 
passes Michigan State wasn’t? The Crimson Tide has one of the 
best pass rushes in recent memory. 


“They [Alabama’s front seven] are so big and physical,” said 
Alabama Defensive Coordinator Kirby Smart, who is headed to 
become head coach at Georgia after the championship game. 
“To be honest, it makes it a lot easier to call the game when you 
have guys up front that can do that.” 


Clemson, meanwhile, won’t be able to key on just stopping 
Heisman Trophy winner running back Derrick Henry. Michigan 
State accomplished that pretty much, holding the powerful 
runner to just 75 yards on 20 carries. But the Alabama passing 
game exploded. 


The surprise has been the development of Alabama 
quarterback, Jake Coker, who threw six interceptions in the 
first six games, but has had only two in his last eight. In the 


Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic semifinal, Coker had no 
interceptions and completed 25 of 30 passes for 286 yards and 
two touchdowns to freshman wide receiver Calvin Ridley. 


“It was going to take time,” said Alabama Offensive Coordinator 
Lane Kiffin. “We were in a quarterback situation [earlier in the 
season] rotating guys and figuring that out. Luckily, we are a 
defensive team. When you are a defensive team, and can run 
the ball, it allows your skill guys and quarterback to develop as 
the season progresses.” 


When practice started on Aug. 3, Swinney gave his Clemson 
players shirts that said “Dream the Dream.” Before the semifinal, 
he reminded everybody what the goal was with No. 15. “I said 15 
for 15,” Swinney said, “with the message being let’s make them 
print 15 tickets this year, somehow, someway...and my gosh 
they got to print a 15th ticket to watch the Tigers play.” 


Now, Clemson must finish, which may be the toughest 
assignment of all against Alabama. 
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E AN INDUSTRY 


PENN STATE CELEBRATES AFTER WINNING THE 1987 SUNKIST FIESTA BOWL TO BECOME NATIONAL CHAMPIONS. 


It was New Year’s Day 1987, and it felt odd to be in a hotel room 
rather thana stadium, the first hint that something was happening 
to the rhythm of the college football season. While most of the 
nation obsessed about the following day’s confrontation 
between No. 1 Miami and No. 2 Penn State in the Sunkist Fiesta 
Bowl, the television in my room held a reminder of the game 
that much of the Valley was intently following, the Rose Bowl 
appearance of the Arizona State Sun Devils. 


And what is that noise on the roof of my hotel room not far from 
Camelback Mountain? 


| opened the door to discover the dangling legs of children that 
had climbed above my room to get a better view of the Penn 
State pep rally. The Blue Band was a few steps away near the 
pool. Hundreds of fans in blue had gathered a short walk from my 
doorstep. It was New Year’s Day, and there was no way anyone 
could have comprehended how the the stakes of the industry 
were about to change forever. 
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That change would one day lead directly to events that would 
redefine the finish of the college season and build pressure to 
create a clear, annual conclusion and an indisputable champion. 
The storyline that has led us to tonight’s College Football Playoff 
National Championship between No. 1 Clemson and No. 2 
Alabama can be traced to the tension - on and off the field - that 
became the signature of the 1987 Fiesta Bowl. 


For about a half century, the pattern of the bowl season had been 
consistent. The early 20th Century monopoly of the Rose Bowl 
inspired other snowbird-seeking games in Miami, New Orleans 
and Dallas. The Rose, Orange, Sugar and Cotton Bowls would 
compete for the highest-ranked teams, award-winning players 
and biggest attractions, and would almost always become the 
centerpiece of New Year’s Day. 


In 1965, when the Orange Bowl was first played at night, the 
prime-time possibilities began to change the landscape. But 
until the late 1960s, when the final Associated Press poll first 
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HEISMAN TROPHY WINNER VINNY TESTAVERDE WAS STIFLED IN THE GAME, THROWING FIVE INTERCEPTIONS. 


began to consistently appear after the postseason games, the 
political reality was that the bowls were treated as a curtain call, 
one last chance to take a trip to someplace warm. In the first 50 
seasons of the AP poll, there had been six bowl matchups of No. 
1vs. No. 2. 


But as Miami and Penn State built undefeated records in 1986, 
Fiesta Bowl officials, in the 16th year of their event, recognized a 
rare opportunity. These were independent programs, not bound 
to any conference bowl commitment. The bowl system would 
not keep them apart. But how to get them together? 


Each program had won a national championship in the 
previous four seasons. Miami had won on its home field at the 
Orange Bowl. 


The arrival of Sunkist as title sponsor, the innovative thinking of 
the Fiesta leadership and the willingness of NBC Sports to 
consider the possibilities created something new. 


What if the game could be played one night later, on Friday, 
January 2? The ratings potential of a prime-time audience could 
increase the payout to $2.4 million, enough to lure the Hurricanes 
away from their home. 


Miami quarterback Vinny Testaverde won the Heisman Trophy. 
Penn State coach Joe Paterno was Sports Illustrated's Soortsman 
of the Year. The system had produced the matchup the hype 
machine demanded. 


And then things started to get crazy. 
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2016 


MICHAEL IRVIN WAS SECOND IN THE NATION IN 1986 
WITH 11 RECEIVING TOUCHDOWNS. 
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Testaverde, a once-anonymous recruit, was suddenly in demand. There had 
been just two Heisman winners to play for a national champion as declared 
by a wire-service poll, Davey O’Brien of TCU in 1938 and Tony Dorsett of 
Pittsburgh in 1976. Testaverde could become the third. But the demands of 
his fame had taken him to events and commitments in New York, Philadelphia, 
Dallas, Los Angeles and Washington, D.C. He was spending time with Bob 
Hope and President Ronald Reagan. A young teammate, wide receiver 
Michael Irvin, described the reception when the Heisman winner returned to 
campus in Coral Gables. 


Irvin smiled as he spoke after a practice. “We said, ‘Hey, Vinny, could you put 
down the Heisman and get ready for Penn State?’” he said. “Or, ‘OK, Vinny, 
you know the President. Now you can come to practice with the little people.” 


And then the Steak Fry happened. 


An event to spread the traditional goodwill of the bowl suddenly created a 
furor. A satirical skit by Penn State players led the Hurricanes to suddenly 
leave. Jerome Brown, Miami's senior all-America defensive tackle, was heard 
to ask, “Did the Japanese sit down with Pearl Harbor before they bombed 
them?” before he led the Hurricanes out. 


“They were ready to leave, anyway,” said Miami coach Jimmy Johnson in an 
unsuccessful attempt to minimize the controversy. 


“They left after they ate, right?” Paterno asked. “Typical football players.” 


Now the college football audience was becoming polarized. The matchup 
had become personal, against a backdrop of an undefeated matchup. 


“It will be interesting to see the results,” Paterno, an advocate for a playoff, 


JIMMY JOHNSON WOULD HAVE TO WAIT ANOTHER YEAR BEFORE CLAIMING A NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP FOR MIAMI. 
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was quoted as saying by the Orlando Sentinel. “Maybe it’s too 
much, perhaps all the buildup takes away from the game. But it 
could be good, too. 


“Next week we'll be able to look back at the Fiesta Bowl and have 
areal good idea if we should continue working toward an annual 
game that will decide the national title.” 


On the night of January 2, 1987, the gripping drama at Sun Devil 
Stadium would provide an answer. The tension of the week and 
theconflicting styles of the teams would producean unforgettable 
game. Miami outgained Penn State, 445 yards to 162. John 
Bruno, the Penn State punter, averaged 43.4 yards on nine punts, 
and forced Miami to start out inside its 25-yard line six times. 
Testaverde was intercepted five times. Shane Conlan’s second 
interception led to D.J. Dozier’s 6-yard touchdown with 8:13 to 
play and a 14-10 Nittany Lion lead. 


Penn State’s imaginative defensive scheme had confused and 
frustrated the Hurricanes for more than 59 minutes. But the 
entire night of work could have become undone right to the end. 
On fourth down, Testaverde’s final pass became his fifth 
interception. Pete Giftopoulos secured a place in Penn State 
history when he intercepted the pass at the 1-yard line and 
secured victory for Penn State. 


“We beat them the only way we could beat them,” Paterno said. 
“We beat them in certain situations. We spent hours and hours 
on playing those situations.” 


Soon, the unprecedented television ratings would give Paterno 
- and the college football industry - a clear answer. The rating of 
25.1 established a standard that has not been matched. The 
concept of bowl game as encore - at the elite level, at least 
- was becoming a thing of the past. After decades of relative 
inertia and frustration, the business of college football began to 
change. 


A little more than five years after the 1987 Fiesta Bowl, the 
Southeastern Conference created an annual championship 
game. Bowl administrators and conference commissioners, 
confronted with the challenge of preserving relevance in the 
national landscape, created the Bowl Coalition, a framework 
intended to produce a matchup of the two top teams. In the 1995 
regular season, the Bowl Alliance became an extension of that 
effort. In 1998, the Bowl Championship Series added the Rose 
Bowl to the rotation. At the end of the 2014 season, the inaugural 
College Football Playoff introduced a four-team format. 
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Since the 1987 Sunkist Fiesta Bowl, a span of 29 seasons including 
the one that ends here tonight, 18 have ended with a meeting of 
the top two teams in the Associated Press poll. 


The National Championship has arrived back in Arizona, where 
Miami and Penn State once created an unforgettable night and a 
template for seasons to follow. 


Malcolm Moran, Director of the Sports Capital Journalism Program 
at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis and a board 
member of the Football Writers Association of America, has 
covered more than 25 bowl games with national championship 
implications for The New York Times and USA Today. 
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PETE GIFTOPOULOS SECURED VICTORY FOR PENN STATE WITH AN 
INTERCEPTION ON THE FINAL PLAY OF THE NIGHT FOR MIAMI. 
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There were many who said that Clemson was one year away 
until they could challenge for the national title. 


There were many who expected Clemson, after years of coming 
up short on expectations, could not run through the Atlantic 
Coast Conference gauntlet unscathed. 


For the 14-O Tigers, next year is now. And under coach Dabo 
Swinney, the ACC champions arrive in Glendale looking to 
remain perfect and win the program’s first national championship 
in 35 years, shunning every doubter along the way. 


In the best season in Death Valley since the magical run of 1981 
- when the Tigers ended the year at the Orange Bowl, victorious 
over Nebraska - Clemson has proved time and again that their 
offense can win the easy way, or the hard way. 


It all begins with Deshaun Watson under center, a dynamic 
player who can beat you with his legs and arm strength, in 
shootouts or close, grind-it-out games that come down to the 
wire. The sophomore from Gainesville, Ga., exploded for 3,699 
passing yards, 31 touchdowns, plus 1,032 yards on the ground 
and 12 rushing touchdowns. 


Those gaudy numbers made him a Heisman Trophy finalist. 
Earlier in December, Watson was named the Davey O’Brien 
award winner (best quarterback), ACC Player of the Year and 
most valuable player of the ACC Championship Game. 
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BY SETH BERKMAN 


One of Alabama’s best chances at containing Watson will come 
from their pass rush. But the Tide may have to pick their spots. 
Watson evolved tremendously as a running quarterback, using 
his speed to his advantage, and showing a knack for picking 
the right spots to tuck the ball and take off. After tearing his 
ACL, Watson has shown no signs of fatigue, and his legs were 
the deciding factor in Clemson’s dramatic win over Notre Dame 
earlier this season. 


But Watson is not the only valid threat on the ground for the 
Tigers. Wayne Gallman has quietly become an_ equally 
dangerous weapon, running for 1,482 yards. Against a vaunted 
Alabama defense, Watson will not be able to win by himself, so 
a big game from Gallman will be crucial. 


When Watson decides to throw, he frequently looks for Artavis 
Scott, a speedy sophomore receiver who led the team with 89 
catches this year. Scott is a bit undersized at 5-10, so if Alabama’s 
cornerbacks can smother him off the line, that may present 
limited options in Clemson’s passing game. 


Blitzes can shake Watson off his game early, but it’s almost 
impossible to smother him for a full four quarters. Against 
Florida State, the Seminoles had the Tigers teetering on the 
edge, but eventually Clemson came back strong in the fourth 
quarter to close out a hard-earned victory. Alabama can try and 
target Scott in the passing game, taking away Watson’s favorite 
target, but look out for the emergence of tight end Jordan 
Leggett, who led the team in receiving touchdowns with seven. 


Alabama's defense is, as it seemingly is every year, one of the 
best in the nation, but Clemson’s high-powered offense will give 
it a run for its money. It should be a classic showdown in the 
national championship game. 
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While Alabama’s defense certainly displayed some of the same 
dominating characteristics in 2014 that have been a trademark of 
Nick Saban-coached Crimson Tide teams since his arrival in 2007, 
there were flaws in a secondary that occasionally allowed big plays. 


Those flaws were erased this season with the strengthening of 
the secondary and a defensive front that ranks among the best 
in college football history because of its depth and versatility. 


“Every one of those guys has gotten better, which | think is a 
tribute to their work ethic, but also [defensive line] coach Bo 
Davis has done a nice job with them,” Saban said. “Some of 
them got lighter and are quicker and some other guys have 
developed and been able to play more significant roles. And | 
think the diversity that we have in players is very helpful and the 
fact that we have really good depth is really a luxury to be able 
to roll in as many players as we roll in and not really lose a lot.” 


When the Tide lines up in a base 3-4 alignment, nose guards 
Darren Lake and backup Da’Ron Payne clog the middle, but 
Alabama is more likely to line up in an even front that brings the 
jack linebacker up as a pass-rushing end, giving the defense a 
speedy rush from Denzel Devall, Ryan Anderson or Tim Williams 
along with brute force up front that can be physical with A’Shawn 
Robinson, Dalvin Tomlinson or Jarran Reed as well as quick with 
Jonathan Allen, D.J. Pettway or Da’Shawn Hand. 


The versatility and depth have the Tide back among the nation’s 
best, ranking first in the regular season in rushing defense at 
74.0 yards per game, second in total defense (258.2), third in 
scoring defense at 14.4 points per game and fourth in pass 
efficiency defense (100.98). 


In addition, the defense has produced a national-best 50 sacks, 
the most in school history since the 1992 national championship 
team, and continues a trend that has seen Alabama surrender 
the fewest touchdowns in the nation since 2009 as well as the 
fewest 100-yard rushers since 2005, the year a 10-2 Tide squad 
made its last appearance in the Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic. 


“How are you going to trick them?” asked Southeastern 
Conference Coach of the Year Jim McElwain, the former Alabama 
offensive coordinator now in charge of the Florida Gators. 
“The one thing when you watch them play on that side of the 
ball, they are complete in what they do. And each one of them, 
they complement each other because they do their job.” 


Alabama has always produced quality linebackers and Reggie 
Ragland fits in that mold with a team-leading 97 tackles as 
the senior works alongside the team’s hardest hitter, junior 
linebacker Reuben Foster. 


The secondary, much maligned last season, took a pair of 
cornerbacks, Eddie Jackson and Geno Matias-Smith, and moved 
them to safety to replace seniors Nick Perry and Landon Collins. 
The result is a more athletic secondary that has recorded 18 
interceptions this season. Jackson has a team-leading five 
interceptions for a school-record 230 yards. 


The result is a defense that may be the best under Kirby Smart, 
the Tide’s defensive coordinator since 2008 who is coaching 
in his last College Football Playoff at Alabama before taking over 
as the head football coach at Georgia. 
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The Tigers’ defense bodes some of the best talents in all the 
land, and no player is as intimidating as No. 90, Shaq Lawson. 


The 6-3, 275-pound junior racked up 9.5 sacks and an astounding 
22.5 tackles for a loss. When Lawson hits the field, jerseys turn 
green from grass stains, huge divots are left in the wake of his 
rushes and quarterbacks release the ball a bit quicker and sweat 
a bit more, keeping their head on a swivel, knowing one of the 
nation’s premier pass rushers is on his way. Lawson injured his 
knee during the semifinal game against Oklahoma, but says he 
will play in the title game. 


But the Tigers’ defense is by no means a one-man show. B.J. 
Goodson and Kevin Dodd combined for 14.5 sacks and 30 
tackles for a loss. Jayron Kearse, whose uncle, Jevon Kearse, was 
an NFL All-Pro, has shown the family strength in disrupting 
offenses, while defensive back Cordrea Tankersley led the team 
with five interceptions. 


Vital to Clemson’s defensive success has been their ability to 
lock down against big-time opponents. In games against Notre 
Dame, Florida State and in the Capital One Orange Bowl against 
Oklahoma, the Tigers revved up their defensive intensity 
another gear in the second half, helping to create season- 
defining victories on the way to the ACC title. 
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If the Tigers are to duplicate the success of those games, they 
will need to find a way to stop Heisman trophy winner Derrick 
Henry and one of the nation’s best offenses. Clemson will face 
its biggest test of the year, as Alabama has begun to prove it is 
more than a one-trick pony with quarterback Jake Coker and 
freshman Calvin Ridley breaking out for career performances 
in the Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic. A key factor will be how 
much pressure they can get on Coker to force him to make the 
mistakes he was more prone to early on in the season. 


The game should provide a lot of scoring, so the result may 
come down to a final defensive stand by either team. Earlier in 
December, Clemson held strong during a late rally by North 
Carolina in the ACC Championship. That experience should 
bode well if they are once again clinging to a late lead and need 
one last turnover on downs in the national championship game. 


Defensive coordinator Brent Venables has pushed all the right 
buttons through an undefeated regular season and employed 
creative schemes to run the table in conference play. With a 
bevy of talent on the defensive side, the Tigers present 
as daunting a challenge as any team that Alabama has faced 
this season. 
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While the offensive identity may change slightly from year to 
year, the balance between running and passing has been fairly 
consistent at Alabama since Nick Saban’s arrival in 2007. 


This year’s team has been no different, generating similiar totals 
in passing (3,072 yards) and rushing (2,861). What has been 
different is the Crimson Tide’s reliance on Derrick Henry to 
generate most of the rushing yardage. In the last four conference 
games (LSU, Mississippi State, Auburn and Florida), the Heisman 
Trophy winner has accounted for more than half (51 percent) 
of Alabama’s entire offensive output, a departure from Saban 
teams of the past that relied on two and often three running 
backs and a passing attack that usually produced more than half 
of the offensive output. 


But Henry isn’t like most running backs and the 2014 backup to 
T.J. Yeldon came along at a time when injuries to backup Kenyan 
Drake and the inexperience of freshmen Damien Harris and Bo 
Scarbrough left Henry to shoulder the rushing attack. The 6-foot- 
3, 242-pound junior from Yulee, Fla., 
gets stronger as the game (and season) 
progresses, generating 69 percent of his 
yards (1,235) after contact in the regular 
season and nearly the same amount 
of yardage against the eight defenses 
Alabama faced that were ranked in the top 
50 nationally. 


In the process, Henry broke Herschel 
Walker’s single-season SEC rushing mark 
of 1,891 yards and has scored an SEC- 
record 25 rushing touchdowns this season 
while extending the nation’s longest active 
streak to 19 consecutive games with at 
least one touchdown. 


“| don’t know that I’ve coached many 
players that actually set a better example 
to affect other people,” said Saban, who 
refuses to make comparisons. “He doesn’t 
really do it for himself. He does it for them.” 


And perhaps it is fitting that a unique talent 
emerges on a team that Saban might one 
day confess is his favorite among the nine 
he has coached at Alabama. National 
analysts thought little of the Crimson 
Tide’s chances of returning to the College 
Football Playoff after losing nine of its 
11 offensive starters from a year ago 
and waiting until the season opener 
with Wisconsin to unveil its starting 
quarterback. 


Fifth-year senior Jake Coker, a backup to 
Jameis Winston at Florida State and to 
Blake Sims in 2014 at Alabama, had his 
struggles early, trying to get on the same 
page with an inexperienced receiving 
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corps while splitting time with Cooper Bateman under center. 
After a loss to Ole Miss, both Coker and the Tide offense seemed 
to jell despite the loss of its most experienced receiver, Robert 
Foster, to a season ending injury. 


The emergence of Calvin Ridley and ArDarius Stewart at receiver 
and the development of Coker and an inexperienced line that 
returned center Ryan Kelly, who won this season’s Rimington 
Trophy, and left tackle Cam Robinson, has been crucial to 
Alabama’s success this season. 


“| don’t think anybody really thought after the Ole Miss game 
this team would wind up here,” Saban said. “To be honest with 
you, | had some questions in my mind as to whether we’d wind 
up here.” 


But for the sixth time in the last eight years, Alabama entered 
December in position to challenge for a championship, something 
few would have considered a possibility in September. 
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The Clemson Tigers came into the 2015 season with a major 
question mark at kicker, but a walk-on freshman has given them 
a reliable player to turn to this year. 


Placekicker Greg Huegel has been very dependable, converting 
on 25 of 29 field goal attempts, including three big field goals in 
the first half of the semifinal game against Oklahoma. He was 
prone to missing the occasional extra point, as the freshman 
was unsuccessful five times. 


Another former walk-on, who became a scholarship player 
before the start of the 2015, Andy Teasdall, handles the punting 
duties for the Tigers. While he ranked last in the ACC with an 
average of 39.1 yards per punt, he was a crucial part of a fake 
punt play in the first half of the Capital One Orange Bowl. 
Teasdall faked the punt and threw a pass to Christian Wilkins, 
who has mostly played defensive tackle this season, for a 31- 
yard gain. The Tigers were able to score two plays later to go 
up 10-7. 


The Tigers’ return game has yet to break through for a big run 
back, but Artavis Scott has shown flashes of the potential to 
take one to the house, averaging 24.0 yards per kickoff return. 


After several early season setbacks, the Crimson Tide’s special 
teams has developed into a solid unit that is playing at its best 
heading into the College Football Playoff. 


The unit appeared to be a strength heading into the 2015 season. 
An erratic Adam Griffith returned at placekicker in better health 
after recovering from a back injury that hampered his 2014 
production. JK Scott returned at punter after leading the nation 
in both punting average and net punting in 2014. Returning 
long snapper Cole Mazza has been a model of consistency 
since earning the job as a freshman in 2013, leaving the return 
specialists as the only question mark. 


Cyrus Jones served as one of the two kick return specialists 
alongside 2014 senior Christion Jones and had taken over for 
Christion Jones at times in 2014 as the punt return specialist. 


It all unraveled in September as Griffith missed his first four field 
goal attempts, Scott averaged 38.8 yards per punt in the 
opening month and the return specialists fumbled two kickoffs 
that were instrumental in Alabama’s loss to Ole Miss. 


Just as the Ole Miss loss seemed to generate a sense of urgency 
on offense and defense, the special teams unit responded as 
well. Griffith has made 17 of his last 20 field goal attempts, 
including a 55-yarder against LSU, while remaining perfect on 56 
extra-point attempts this season and recording 22 touchbacks 
on 29 kickoffs in his last four games. 
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Scott is now averaging 44.4 yards per punt, with 11 of his 23 
punts inside the 20 and a 46.3 average over the last six games. 
Cyrus Jones, meanwhile, has returned four punts for touchdowns 
this year, including a 57-yard return in the semifinal game against 
Michigan State. 
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TROPHY WINNERS BY REGION 


College football is truly a nationwide sport and players from all over this great land, 
from universities far and wide, have won the game’s most prestigious individual award. 
From Yale’s Larry Kelley on the East Coast to USC’s Marcus Allen out West, the Heisman 
Trophy has made stops all over the country in its 81-year history. Even though running 
back Mark Ingram was the first-ever winner at the University of Alabama he was not the 
first Heisman Trophy winner in the state of Alabama. Auburn’s Pat Sullivan (1971) and Bo 
Jackson (1985) both brought the stiff-armed statue to the footballmad state. This season, 
Alabama's Derrick Henry gave the South their 25th winner, and sixth in the past seven years. 
A look at the recipients by geographical region: 


Sam Bradford, Oklahoma 2008 John Huarte, Notre Dame 1964 
Troy Smith, Ohio State 2006 Paul Hornung, Notre Dame 1956 
Jason White, Oklahoma 2003 Howard Cassady, Ohio State 1955 
Eric Crouch, Nebraska 2001 Alan Ameche, Wisconsin 1954 
Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 1999 John Lattner, Notre Dame 1953 
Charles Woodson, Michigan 1997 Billy Vessels, Oklahoma 1952 
Eddie George, Ohio State 1995 Vic Janowicz, Ohio State 1950 
Desmond Howard, Michigan 1991 Leon Hart, Notre Dame 1949 
Barry Sanders, Oklahoma State 1988 John Lujack, Notre Dame 1947 
Tim Brown, Notre Dame 1987 Les Horvath, Ohio State 1944 
Mike Rozier, Nebraska 1983 Angelo Bertelli, Notre Dame 1943 
Billy Sims, Oklahoma 1978 Bruce Smith, Minnesota 1941 
Archie Griffin, Ohio State 1974,1975 Tom Harmon, Michigan 1940 
Johnny Rodgers, Nebraska 1972 Nile Kinnick, lowa 1939 
Steve Owens, Oklahoma 1969 Jay Berwanger, Chicago 1935 


TOTAL: 31 


Marcus Mariota, Oregon 2014 Doug Flutie, Boston College 1984 
Matt Leinart, USC 2004 Tony Dorsett, Pittsburgh 1976 
Carson Palmer, USC 2002 John Cappelletti, Penn State 1973 
Rashaan Salaam, Colorado 1994 Roger Staubach, Navy 1963 
Ty Detmer, BYU 1990 Ernie Davis, Syracuse 1961 
Marcus Allen, USC 1981 Joe Bellino, Navy 1960 
Charles White, USC 1979 Pete Dawkins, Army 1958 
Jim Plunkett, Stanford 1970 Dick Kazmaier, Princeton 1951 
O.J. Simpson, USC 1968 Glenn Davis, Army 1946 
Gary Beban, UCLA 1967 Doc Blanchard, Army 1945 
Mike Garrett, USC 1965 Clint Frank, Yale 1937 
Terry Baker, Oregon State 1962 Larry Kelley, Yale 1936 
TOTAL: 12 TOTAL: 12 
Derrick Henry, Alabama 2015 Vinny Testaverde, Miami 1986 
Jameis Winston, Florida State 2013 Bo Jackson, Auburn 1985 
Johnny Manziel, Texas A&M 2012 Herschel Walker, Georgia 1982 
Robert Griffin Ill, Baylor 2011 George Rogers, South Carolina 1980 
Cam Newton, Auburn 2010 Earl Campbell, Texas 1977 
Mark Ingram, Alabama 2009 Pat Sullivan, Auburn 1971 
Tim Tebow, Florida 2007 Steve Spurrier, Florida 1966 
Chris Weinke, Florida State 2000 Billy Cannon, LSU 1959 
Ricky Williams, Texas 1998 John David Crow, Texas A&M 1957 
Danny Wuerffel, Florida 1996 Doak Walker, SMU 1948 
Charlie Ward, Florida State 1993 Frank Sinkwich, Georgia 1942 
Gino Torretta, Miami 1992 Davey O’Brien, TCU 1938 


Andre Ware, Houston 1989 TOTAL: 24 
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CHRONOLOGY & HISTORY 
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With the fourth Bowl Championship Series (BCS) four-year term set to 
conclude after the 2013-14 season, the commissioners began creating 
a process for considering possible formats for the future. 
These discussions occurred during teleconferences October 4 and 12. 
The Presidential Oversight Committee members addressed the 
matter further in their in-person meeting in Denver November 14. 


2012 


During the winter and spring, the commissioners and presidents spent 
countless hours evaluating the many pros and cons of numerous 
possible formats. These formats ranged from returning to the old bowl 
system with no attempt to match the top two teams, to continuing the 
BCS, to creating a multi-team playoff. 


The commissioners met in person January 10 in New Orleans, February 
21-22 and March 26 in Dallas and several times by teleconference. 
They affirmed a commitment to protect college football’s regular 
season, the best in sports, and to preserve the bowl tradition and the 
bowl experience for students. Further, they focused on the realities of 
the academic calendar and options related to where the games should 
be played. They self-imposed a deadline of the summer of 2012 to 
decide what changes to propose to the presidents. 


April 25 - At a meeting in Hollywood, Florida, the commissioners took both 
an 8-team and a 16-team playoff off the table. They prepared a small 
number of four-team options for discussion in the conference meetings to 
be held in May. They discussed in detail the advantages and disadvantages 
of various ways to rank or qualify teams. 


June 12-13 - The commissioners met in Chicago to report on the 
outcomes of their recent conference meetings. 


June 20 - Meeting in the Sullivan Room at the InterContinental hotel 
in downtown Chicago, the commissioners voted unanimously to 
recommend a four-team playoff for 12 years beginning in 2014-15, with 
a selection committee choosing the participating teams. 


June 26 - Meeting at the Dupont Circle Hotel in Washington, D.C., the 
BCS Presidential Oversight Committee members voted unanimously 
to submit legislation to the NCAA board of directors that would allow 
two institutions to participate in two post-season games each 
year—thereby officially creating the playoff. The presidential group 
adopted the format and policies that had been recommended by 
the commissioners June 20. The NCAA would approve the proposal 
in August. 


The presidents and chancellors also endorsed (1) rotating the semifinal 
games among six bowl sites and playing the championship game at 
neutral sites; (2) managing the championship game by the conferences; 
and (3) creating a selection committee that would rank the teams to play 
in the playoff, giving all the teams an equal opportunity to participate. 
Among the factors the committee would be instructed to value were win- 
loss record, strength of schedule, head-to-head results, and whether a 
team is a conference champion. 


The presidents’ group also decided to (1) play the semifinals New 
Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day; (2) create “Championship Monday” by 
setting the date of the championship game on the first Monday in 
January that is six or more days after the semi-final games; (3) establish 
the new format to cover a 12-year term, from the 2014-2015 season 
through the 2025-2026 season; (4) distribute revenue from the playoff 
according to a formula that (a) rewards conferences for success on 
the field, (b) accommodates teams’ expenses, (c) acknowledges 
marketplace factors, (d) rewards academic performance of student- 
athletes; and (e) eliminates the “automatic qualification” designation. 


September 19 - The commissioners agreed to select the host for the 
first playoff championship game only, and to choose future hosts later. 


November 12 - In a Denver meeting, the presidents and chancellors 
unanimously approved the playoff format that called for a stand-alone 
championship game and semifinals rotating through three contract 
bowls and three other bowls. The group also took the following actions: 


- Adopted a revenue-distribution plan and agreed to review it after four 
years to determine whether the allocations should be revised; 


+ Agreed that the academic pool would be distributed through the 
conferences, or processed directly to the independent institutions; 


+ Determined to rotate the semifinals evenly among three contract 
bowls and three host bowls over the 12 years; 


+ Guaranteed a spot in one of the bowls to highest-ranked champion 
from the Big East (later became the American Athletic Conference), 
Conference USA, Mid-American, Mountain West and Sun Belt 
conferences, as determined by the selection committee, when such 
champion does not qualify to play in one of the semifinals; 


* Confirmed that the media rights would cover 12 championship 
games, 24 semifinals and 24 host bowls; 


+ Supported the concept of not having a title sponsor for the 
championship game; 


+ Decided that the Rose and Sugar Bowls would host semifinals in the 
same year; Orange Bowl and Host 1 in the same year; and Host 2 and 
Host 3 in the same year. 


+ Agreed that the champion of a contract-bowl conference that is 
displaced by the semifinals will play in one of the host bowls; 


+ Voted to create a limited liability corporation (LLC) to manage 
the playoff, with the presidents and chancellors serving as the 
Board of Managers; 


November 14 - The Presidential Oversight Committee named Bill 
Hancock Executive Director of the new playoff. Hancock had been 
Executive Director of the BCS for three years. He had become BCS 
administrator in October 2005. 


November 18 - Michael Kelly was named Chief Operating Officer of 
the playoff. 


November 21 - The playoff group and ESPN reached an agreement in 
principle for the company to present the games for 12 years on an 
exclusive basis across ESPN platforms. The agreement included the 
national championship game and semifinals as well as other bowl 
games that would be a part of the rotation to host the semifinals. 


2013 


January 8 - During a meeting in Miami, the commissioners unanimously 
agreed that the playoff would launch with semifinals January 1, 2015, in 
the Rose and Sugar Bowls. The group also agreed that the Orange Bowl 
and a yet-to-be-named bow! would host the semifinal games in the 
second year of the playoff. The hosts in the third year were also yet to 
be named. 


January 14 - Hancock and Kelly opened a temporary headquarters 
in the Conference USA suite of offices at 5201 N. O’Connor Blvd. 
in Irving, Texas. 


February 5 - Reid Sigmon was named Chief Financial Officer for 
the playoff. 


February 7 - The management committee unanimously agreed 
to implement a philanthropic program when the new structure begins. 
It also decided that the new event warranted a new trophy. 


March 13 - CFP Administration, LLC, a limited liability company, was 
organized to manage the administrative operation of the College 
Football Playoff. Under its operating agreement, members of the 
company were the ten Football Bowl Subdivision conferences and 
Notre Dame. The company would be governed by a board of managers, 
consisting of a university president or chancellor nominated by each 
member. Day-to-day operations of the company were to be managed 
by amanagement committee, consisting of the FBS commissioners and 
Notre Dame athletics director. 


April 23 - The name “College Football Playoff” was adopted for the 
new event and was announced in a news conference in Pasadena. 
Also, the group invited fans to choose the playoff’s logo through an 
online voting process. 


April 24 - Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas, was named to host 
the first national championship game of the playoff era. Also, the 
Fiesta Bowl, Cotton Bowl and Chick-fil-A Bowl were selected to be part 
of the semifinal host rotation. The management committee established 
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the following semifinal rotation: year 1 - Rose and Sugar; year 2 - 
Orange and Cotton; year 3 - Chick-fil-A and Fiesta. Also, it was agreed 
that, for the sake of consistency, the name of a bowl participating in 
the arrangement should include specific wording, either traditional or 
descriptive of the local culture, in addition to the title sponsor’s name. 


April 25 - The management committee formulated plans for the selection 
committee, including, (1) it would be comprised of no more than 18 
members; (2) each conference would be invited to nominate prospective 
members; (3) the management committee would choose the members 
and their terms, and also the chair; (4) committee members would 
not receive honoraria but would receive expense reimbursement; (5) 
members would serve three-year terms, with selected individuals’ terms 
being two or four years initially until a rotation has been achieved; and (6) 
members would not be eligible for re-election after their terms expire. 


April 29 - Some 101,670 fans participating in an online ballot chose 
the “gold football” logo for the playoff. It received 38 percent of the 
vote, compared with 25 percent, 24 percent and 13 percent for the 
other three candidates. 


May 7 - The board agreed to locate the playoff’s headquarters in 
Irving, Texas, at 545 East John Carpenter Freeway, in The Summit 
building. The office would open August 5. 


June 18 - The management committee decided several matters related 
to the selection committee, including: (1) members would fall into one of 
five classifications, including sitting athletics directors, and persons with 
experience as coaches, student-athletes, administrators and journalists; 
(2) persons currently working for media agencies, or serving as 
commentators in any media, are not eligible to serve; (3) five slots would 
go to athletics directors from the ACC, Big Ten, Big 12, SEC and Pac-12; 
(4) each nominee for the committee must be approved by unanimous 
consent of the management committee; and (5) committee members 
would not be expected to attend games in person and the playoff group 
would not reimburse expenses for those who do attend games. 


October 16 - Membership of the first selection committee was announced 
in a news conference at the playoff headquarters in Irving, Texas. The 13 
members were Barry Alvarez, athletics director, Wisconsin; Mike Gould, 
former superintendent, Air Force Academy; Pat Haden, athletics director, 
Southern California; Tom Jernstedt, former NCAA executive vice president; 
Jeff Long (chair), vice chancellor and athletics director, Arkansas; Oliver 
Luck, athletics director, West Virginia; Archie Manning, former student- 
athlete, Mississippi; Tom Osborne, former athletics director and coach, 
Nebraska; Dan Radakovich, athletics director, Clemson; Condoleezza 
Rice, former provost, Stanford; Mike Tranghese, former commissioner, 
Big East conference; Steve Wieberg, former journalist, USA Today; Tyrone 
Willingham, former head coach, Stanford, Notre Dame and Washington. 


November 10 - The board of managers authorized creation of the 
CFP Foundation. 


November 11 - The selection committee met for the first time, at the 
Marriott Wardman Park in Washington, D.C. The members reviewed 
the proposed protocol and conducted an exercise on assigning teams 
to bowl sites. 


December 16 - Arizona and Tampa Bay were named to host the 
College Football Playoff national championship games in 2016 and 
2017 respectively. 


ZONA 


January 6 - The playoff group honored former Southeastern 
Conference commissioner Roy Kramer during pregame festivities at the 
final BCS national championship game in Pasadena. 


January 13 - Applications for the first College Football Playoff random 
ticket drawing were being accepted. Fans could apply for tickets to 
attend the championship game January 12, 2015. 


April 30 - It was determined that the selection committee would 
compile rankings seven times during the season, including selection 
Sunday. The rankings were to be announced Tuesday evenings 
beginning October 28. Also, the committee’s recusal policy and voting 
procedures were announced. 


May 1- The group formally launched its philanthropic initiative, Extra Yard 
for Teachers, to honor and support teachers nationally and in the 
communities that host the College Football Playoff national championship. 


May 1 - Ticket prices for the 2015 national championship were adopted: 
club seating, $650; general seating, $450; student seating, $200; 
standing-room-only, $200. 


July 14 - The new College Football Playoff National Championship 
trophy was unveiled. 


October 28 - The selection committee convened at the Gaylord Hotel 
in Grapevine, Texas, and issued its first rankings. 


December 7 - The selection committee selected Alabama, Oregon, 
Florida State and Ohio State to compete in the playoff. 


2015 


January 1 - In the first CFP semifinals, Oregon defeated Florida State 
and Ohio State defeated Alabama. 


January 6 - The management committee unanimously agreed to defray 
costs for student-athletes’ parents or guardians to travel to the site of 
the CFP national championship. 


January 12 - Ohio State defeated Oregon, in the first CFP national 
championship at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas. 


February 9 - Texas Tech athletics director Kirby Hocutt was named to 
the selection committee, replacing Oliver Luck who had taken a position 
in the NCAA national office. 


March 27 - Former Vanderbilt coach Bobby Johnson was named to the 
selection committee, replacing Archie Manning who stepped down. 


May7 - The board of managers voted unanimously to add two positions, 
increasing the CFP staff from 13 to 15. 


June 16 - Noting that the Army-Navy game would be played six days after 
the CFP selection day, the management committee unanimously agreed 
that, if the Army-Navy result may affect Army’s or Navy’s placement or 
seeding in a playoff game or one of the other bowls that the committee 
may fill, the pairings for selected games involving Army or Navy only may be 
delayed so the committee can consider the result of the Army-Navy game. 


July 16 - Britton Banowsky was named Executive Director of the 
CFP Foundation. 


November 4 - The management committee named the sites for the 
fourth, fifth and sixth CFP championship games: 


2018 - Atlanta 
2019 - Santa Clara, Calif. 
2020 - New Orleans 


PREVIOUS CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS 


Board of Managers Chairs (formerly BCS Presidential Oversight 
Committee, until March 2013) 


March 2003-June 2009 - Dave Frohnmayer, University of Oregon 
July 2009-July 2010 - Harvey Perlman, University of Nebraska 
September 2010-November 2011 - Graham Spanier, Penn State University 


November 2011-February 2013 - Charles Steger, Virginia Tech University 
March 2013-present - Harvey Perlman, University of Nebraska 

BCS Coordinators 

1998-2000 — Roy Kramer, Southeastern Conference 

April 2000-2002 — John Swofford, Atlantic Coast Conference 

April 2002-2004 — Mike Tranghese, Big East Conference 

April 2004-January 2006 — Kevin Weiberg, Big 12 Conference 

January 2006-2008 — Mike Slive, Southeastern Conference 

January 2008-December 2009 — John Swofford, Atlantic Coast Conference 
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The design features a 
focused football at the 
center of the base that rises 
to form an actual-size ball. 
The trophy and base are 
two integral but separate 
pieces, so the trophy may 
be lifted up independently 
when it is awarded at the 
championship game. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


PLAYOFF 


THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY 


The College Football Playoff National Championship 
Trophy is the ultimate goal of college football teams 
across the United States. 


An ascending virtual football, the trophy’s handcrafted 
gold brackets surround a hardened steel core. The 
trophy was created to be raised in celebration of the 
highest level of team achievement in college football. 


Designed by Pentagram, the trophy was commissioned 
for the new playoff era. The design features a focused 
football at the center of the base that rises to form 

an actual-size ball. Standing at a total height of three 
feet and weighing 23 pounds, the trophy and base are 
two integral but separate pieces, so the trophy may be 
lifted up independently when it is awarded at the 
championship game. 


The trophy is handcrafted by the master fine art 
foundry Polich Tallix. Expert craftsmen worked for 
three months, combining cutting edge technologies 
with timeless metal casting and finishing techniques to 
create the trophy. 


Handmade from 24k gold, bronze, and stainless steel, 
the trophy is 26.5 inches tall. The base is formed from 
bronze with a hand-rubbed black patina finish and is 
12 inches high. 
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Ap Make game day 
fun for everyone 


Get everything you need to create 
and print photos, cards and more. 


HP Pavilion Desktop Bundle HP Flyer Red 15" Notebook HP DeskJet 3632 All-in-One 


& HP 63 Ink Cartridges 
* Immerse yourself in movies, music and games with a power-packed PC 


* Easily print from your smartphone, tablet or PC' 

* Get more pages with Original HP XL Ink compared to standard cartridges? 
Also available at Walmart.com/HP 

Ha Windows10 (intel) 


Available at Walmart >'< 
inside” 


a it 
[ ts 


Local printing requires mobile device and printer be on the same network or have a direct wireless connection. Remote printing requires an Internet connection to 
an HP web-connected printer. For details on how to print, including whether an app is required, see hp.com/go/mobileprinting. 
2 Compared with standard-capacity HP ink cartridges. Based on published page yields (hp.com/go/learnaboutsupplies). 

© Copyright 2015 HP Development Company, L.P. The information contained herein is subject to change without notice. 


GOVERNANCE 


CFP Administration, LLC. was formed to manage the administrative operations of the College Football Playoff. Members of the 
company are the 10 Football Bowl Subdivision conferences (American Athletic, Atlantic Coast, Big Ten, Big 12, Conference USA, 
Mid-American, Mountain West, Pac-12, Southeastern and Sun Belt) and the University of Notre Dame. 


(11 UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS OR CHANCELLORS) 


The company’s business, property and affairs are governed by the board. The board develops, reviews and approves annual 
budgets, policies and operating guidelines. It also appoints and removes officers of the company. It has authority over all aspects 
of the company’s operations. 


\ 


RODNEY BENNETT 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY 
OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
(C-USA) 


REV. JOHN JENKINS 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF 
NOTRE DAME (INDEPENDENT) 


HARVEY PERLMAN (CHAIR) 
CHANCELLOR, UNIVERSITY 
OF NEBRASKA (BIG TEN) 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


ANTHONY FRANK 
PRESIDENT, COLORADO STATE 
UNIVERSITY (MOUNTAIN WEST) 


MARK KEENUM 
PRESIDENT, MISSISSIPPI 
STATE UNIVERSITY (SEC) 


BURNS HARGIS 
PRESIDENT, OKLAHOMA STATE 
UNIVERSITY (BIG 12) 


RODERICK MCDAVIS 
PRESIDENT, OHIO UNIVERSITY 
(MAC) 


. | 


JOHN THRASHER 
PRESIDENT, FLORIDA STATE 
UNIVERSITY (ACC) 


JACK HAWKINS 
CHANCELLOR, TROY UNIVERSITY 
(SUN BELT) 


MAX NIKIAS 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
(PAC-12) 


STEADMAN UPHAM 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF 
TULSA (AMERICAN ATHLETIC) 


33 


GOVERNANCE 


(10 CONFERENCE COMMISSIONERS AND NOTRE DAME ATHLETICS DIRECTOR) 


The committee manages day-to-day operations of the company. It has authority over those aspects of the company’s operations 
that are not reserved exclusively for the board, but all of its decisions are subject to review by the board. 


MIKE ARESCO 
COMMISSIONER 
(AMERICAN ATHLETIC) 


JUDY MacLEOD 
COMMISSIONER 
(C-USA) 


JACK SWARBRICK 


KARL BENSON 
COMMISSIONER 
(SUN BELT) 


GREG SANKEY 
COMMISSIONER 
(SEC) 


ATHLETICS DIRECTOR 


(NOTRE DAME) 


(SERVING AT THE DIRECTION OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS) 


JOHN SWOFFORD 
COMMISSIONER 


BOB BOWLSBY 
COMMISSIONER 
(BIG 12) 


LARRY SCOTT 


COMMISSIONER 
(PAC-12) 


2°16 


JIM DELANY 
COMMISSIONER 
(BIG TEN) 


JON STEINBRECHER 
COMMISSIONER 
(MAC) 


CRAIG THOMPSON 
COMMISSIONER 
(MOUNTAIN WEST) 


The company president, Bill Hancock, and secretary, Michael Kelly, carry out the day-to-day operations of the company. Hancock’s 
and Kelly’s formal titles are Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer, respectively, of the College Football Playoff. 
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SELECTION COMMITTEE 


Standing (left to right) 


Director of Athletics, University of Wisconsin-Madison 


Former Head Coach, Vanderbilt University 


Director of Athletics, Clemson University 


Director of Athletics, Texas Tech University 


Former Head Coach and Director of Athletics, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 


Former NCAA Executive Vice President 
Seated (left to right) 


Former Superintendent of the United States Air Force Academy 


Stanford University professor, former Stanford Provost and former United States Secretary of State 


Vice Chancellor and Director of Athletics, University of Arkansas-Fayetteville 


Former Commissioner of the Big East Conference 


Former Head Coach of Three FBS Institutions 


Former College Football Reporter, USA Today 
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ABOUT THE RANKINGS 


Selection Committee members meet weekly, in person, 
on Mondays and Tuesdays to produce rankings. The committee 
issued its first rankings Tuesday, November 3, after the 
completion of the ninth week of the regular season. 
The committee released its rankings on ESPN each Tuesday 
evening beginning November 3 and continuing for the next 
six weeks leading up to Selection Day on Sunday, December 6. 


Selection Committee members had a wealth of information 
including review of video, statistics and their own expertise to 


PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINAL 


Capital One 
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guide them in their deliberations. They emphasized obvious 
factors like win-loss records, strength of schedule, conference 
championships won, head-to-head results and results against 
common opponents. The playoff group has retained SportSource 
Analytics to provide the data platform for the committee’s use. 
The platform allowed the committee members to compare and 
contrast every team on every level possible. 


It should be noted that the committee did not use a single data 
point such as the Ratings Percentage Index (RPI) that is used for 
NCAA championships. 
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BUY AND SELL VERIFIED COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL PLAYOFF NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP TICKETS 
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Playoff Premium packages for the 
2017 College Football Playoff National 
Championship in Tampa Bay will be 
available soon! 

Playoff Premium offers a variety of packages, with or without hotel 


accommodations, at various price ranges and seating locations. You're sure 
to find the perfect fit for your group. Suite packages are also available. 


For more information on Playoff Premium Packages, 
e-mail premium@collegefootballplayoff.com or call 469-262-5218 


rz 16 RANKINGS AT A GLANCE 


1. Clemson 8-0 14. Oklahoma State 8-0 
2. LSU 7-0 15. Oklahoma 7-1 
3. Ohio State 8-0 16. Florida State 71 
4. Alabama 7-1 17. Michigan 6-2 
5. Notre Dame 7-1 18. Mississippi 7-2 
6. Baylor 7-0 19. Texas A&M 6-2 
7. Michigan State 8-0 20. Mississippi State 6-2 
8. TCU 8-0 21. Northwestern 6-2 
9. lowa 8-0 22. Temple 7-1 
10. Florida 7-1 23. UCLA 6-2 
11. Stanford 7-1 24. Toledo 7-0 
12. Utah 7-1 25. Houston 8-0 
13. Memphis 8-0 


DERRICK HENRY’S 210 YARDS RUSHING AND THREE TOUCHDOWNS 
HELPED ALABAMA BEAT THEN-#2 LSU 30-16. 


1. Clemson 9-0 14. Michigan 7-2 

2. Alabama 8-1 15. TCU 8-1 

3. Ohio State 9-0 16. Florida State 7-2 

4. Notre Dame 8-1 17. Mississippi State 7-2 

5. lowa 9-0 18. Northwestern 7-2 

6. Baylor 8-0 19. UCLA 7-2 

7. Stanford 8-1 20. Navy 7-1 

8. Oklahoma State 9-0 21. Memphis 8-1 

9. LSU 71 22. Temple 8-1 

10. Utah 8-1 23. North Carolina 8-1 

a 11. Florida 8-1 24. Houston 9-0 

DESHAUN WATSON AND CLEMSON DEBUTED AT #1 ON THE RANKINGS, 12. Oklahoma 8-1 25. Wisconsin 8-2 

A SPOT THEY WOULD NOT RELINQUISH DURING THE SIX WEEK PROCESS. 13. Michigan State 8-1 
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RANKINGS AT A GLANCE 

1. Clemson 10-0 14. Florida State 
2. Alabama 9-1 15. LSU 

3. Ohio State 10-O 16. Navy 

4. Notre Dame 9-1 17. North Carolina 
5. lowa 10-0 18. TCU 

6. Oklahoma State 10-0 19. Houston 

7. Oklahoma 9-1 20. Northwestern 
8. Florida 9-1 21. Memphis 

9. Michigan State 9-1 22. Mississippi 
10. Baylor 8-1 23. Oregon 

11. Stanford 8-2 24. USC 

12. Michigan 8-2 25. Wisconsin 
13. Utah 8-2 


IOWA FOUND ITSELF AS THE ONLY UNDEFEATED BIG TEN TEAM 
ENTERING THE WEEK 13 RANKINGS. 


1. Clemson 11-0 14. North Carolina 10-1 

2. Alabama 10-1 15. Navy 9-1 

3. Oklahoma 10-1 16. Northwestern 9-2 

4. lowa 11-0 17. Oregon 8-3 

5. Michigan State 10-1 18. Mississippi 8-3 

6. Notre Dame 10-1 19. TCU 9-2 

7. Baylor 9-1 20. Washington State 8-3 

8. Ohio State 10-1 21. Mississippi State 8-3 

9. Stanford 9-2 22. UCLA 8-3 

. 10. Michigan 9-2 23. Utah 8-3 

QKLAHOMA’S WIN OVER THEN-#6 BAYLOR HELPED THEM JUMP 11. Oklahoma State 10-1 24. Toledo 9-1 

FIVE SPOTS IN THE RANKINGS AND ONE STEP CLOSER TO A 1. Florida 10-1 25. Temple 9-2 
PLACE IN THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS. 13. Florida State 9-2 
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rz 16 RANKINGS AT A GLANCE 


1. Clemson 12-0 14. Northwestern 10-2 
2. Alabama 11-1 15. Michigan 9-3 
3. Oklahoma 11-1 16. Oregon 9-3 
4. lowa 12-0 17. Oklahoma State 10-2 
5. Michigan State 11-1 18. Florida 10-2 
6. Ohio State 11-1 19. Houston 11-1 
7. Stanford 10-2 2ORUSE 8-4 
8. Notre Dame 10-2 2 aSw 8-3 
9. Florida State 10-2 22. Temple 10-2 
10. North Carolina 11-1 23. Navy 9-2 
11. TCU 10-2 24. Utah 9-3 
12. Baylor 9-2 25. Tennessee 8-4 
13. Mississippi 9-3 


MICHIGAN STATE’S DEFENSE HELPED PROPEL THE SPARTANS 
PAST IOWA IN THE BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP, 16-13, AND INTO 
THE #3 SPOT IN THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF. 


1. Clemson 13-0 14. Michigan 9-3 

2. Alabama 12-1 15. Oregon 9-3 

3. Michigan State 12-1 16. Oklahoma State 10-2 

4. Oklahoma 11-1 17. Baylor 9-3 

5. lowa 12-1 18. Houston 12-1 

6. Stanford 11-2 19. Florida 10-3 

7. Ohio State 11-1 20. LSU 8-3 

8. Notre Dame 10-2 21. Navy 9-2 

9. Florida State 10-2 22. Utah 9-3 

fe iy = 10. North Carolina 11-2 23. Tennessee 8-4 

mth “ ; se fi 1. TCU 10-2 24. Temple 10-3 

STANFORD’S WIN OVER THEN-#6 NOTRE DAME ALL BUT ELIMINATES 12. Mississippi 9-3 25. USC 8-5 
THE FIGHTING IRISH’S CHANCE AT REACHING THE PLAYOFF. 13. Northwestern 10-2 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF FOUNDATION 2016 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
FOUNDATION 


THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF FOUNDATION is the charitable arm of the College Football Playoff. The goal 
of the CFP Foundation is to make a significant impact off the field in communities touched by this novel playoff 
system. While there are many causes deserving of the College Football Playoff Foundation’s support, the primary 
cause we support is education. The focus is specifically on teachers. Great teachers make a difference in communities. 
We believe they are our greatest assets. 


Funding for the CFP Foundation comes from the licensing revenue 
generated from CFP merchandise sales and support from a myriad 
of partners. If you are interested in donating to this cause, please 
visit: www.collegefootballplayoff.com/foundation. 


Britton Banowsky, former Commissioner of Conference USA, 
stepped into the role of Executive Director of the CFP Foundation 
in September 2015. Banowsky’s role is to enhance the Foundation 
and build sustainability for years to come. “I am thrilled to be 
able to devote my attention on building the CFP Foundation and 
supporting the great cause of improving public education and 
the lives of teachers, our greatest asset. Along with our many 
partners, we have a great opportunity to use the sport of college 
football to make a profound social impact, and my hope is we 
take full advantage of it.” 


THE CFP FOUNDATION'S CURRENT PARTNERS INCLUDE: 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


PLAYOFF 


When purchasing your College Football Playoff™ merchandise, make sure it’s official by 
looking for the “Officially Licensed Collegiate Products” hologram. This hologram assures 
that the product has been approved by the Playoff and its participating teams. 


Proceeds from the sale of College Football Playoff licensed merchandise go to support the 
participating institutions and Extra Yard for Teachers, the CFP’s initiative that empowers 


teachers and students by providing resources, support and program development to positively 


affect students’ education in K-through-12 classrooms and in the communities throughout the 
country that will host the College Football Playoff National Championship. 


For more information about the College Football Playoff licensing program, please contact 
The Collegiate Licensing Company 
770.956.0520 / www.clc.com 
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EXTRA YARD FOR TEACHERS a 


Extra Yard for Teachersis the CFP Foundation’s primary initiative. 
The College Football Playoff goes the extra yard by honoring, 
celebrating, inspiring and empowering teachers. 


e Direct Provision of Resources 


e« Teacher Recognition 


e Professional Development and Leadership Training 


e Inspiring a College-Going Culture 


¢ Over $1 million has been donated to teachers across the nation through 


DonorsChoose.org 
¢ Two successful Summits celebrating teachers have hosted more than EXTRA YARD 


1,500 teachers surrounding the CFP National Championship 


« $100,000 has been given to Teach for America for teacher development 
purposes through TFA’s platform 


« Almost 1,000 schools have been given college banners to inspire COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF FOUNDATION 


a college-going culture 


46 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


TEACHER RECOGNITION 


CHRISTINE MARSH (TEACHER OF THE YEAR) 


» HIGH SCHOOL AP ENGLISH TEACHER » CHAPARRAL HIGH SCHOOL » SCOTTSDALE, AZ 


| have taught Junior and Senior English at Chaparral High School for 23 years. My favorite part of 
teaching is igniting passion in students and watching the light go on in their eyes as they grasp 
challenging and difficult concepts about life and about literature. 


| grew up in Arizona and graduated from a public school, so | am very honored to be in a position to 
advocate for a school system that served me so well. | am eager to pay back that metaphoric debt. 


ANGELIA EBNER M.ED., NBCT (Aivisassapor) 


» FIFTH GRADE TEACHER » MARICOPA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL » MARICOPA, AZ 


| currently teach fifth grade at Maricopa Elementary School. This is my eleventh year teaching and my 
favorite part of teaching is working with my students and creating an environment for them to learn and 
excel in. | cannot imagine any other work being more rewarding than that of an educator. 


| am proud to represent Arizona as an Ambassador for Excellence. As an ambassador, | want to work with 
educators from around Arizona, and our nation, to advocate for excellence in education for all students, create 
opportunities for teachers new to this amazing profession, and retain our best educators for years to come. 


MIKE VARGAS (4iiBASSADOR) 


» FRESHMAN PHYSICS TEACHER » PINNACLE HIGH SCHOOL » PHOENIX, AZ 


| coach and teach Freshman Physics at Pinnacle High School in North Phoenix. | have been teaching 
high school science for 15 years. My favorite part of teaching and coaching is making kids better than 
they ever thought possible. 


As a native of Arizona, nothing gives me greater pleasure than to represent my home state in the field 
of education. My focus is to make physics education a priority and not an elective. 


BETH SNYDER (AMBASSADOR) 


» SIXTH GRADE SCIENCE TEACHER » AKIMEL A-AL MIDDLE SCHOOL » PHOENIX, AZ 


| teach sixth grade science at Akimel A-al Middle School. The best part about my job is inspiring kids 
to believe in themselves and to love learning. This is my eighth year teaching in Kyrene School district. 


Arizona’s most valuable resource is our students. The future leaders of our state are doing great things 
in the classroom, and | am fortunate to represent our school community. 


JENNIFER ANGLIN (AMsAssADoR) 


» EIGHTH GRADE ENGLISH TEACHER » FLOWING WELLS JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL » TUCSON, AZ 


| have taught English at Flowing Wells Junior High School in Tucson, Arizona, for over eight years. 
My favorite part of teaching is being in the classroom with my students; | love exchanging ideas with them, 
watching them excel, and getting to know their stories. They are the reason this profession is so rewarding. 


| am honored to have the opportunity to share my experiences in the classroom, and the experiences 
of other teachers, so we as a state can celebrate the successes of our students and send the message 
that teachers matter. 


eee ee) 
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All-In-Ones 


Desktops 


Priory 


Laptops 2-In-1s 


eae Select It's time to upgrade everything. 
ey os Including expectations. 


Office DEPOT. Wi 

| indows 10. New Dell PCs. New Era. 
Fama a dows 10. New Dell PCs. Ne a 
Selection will vary by retailer. Screens simulated, subject to change. Windows Store apps sold separately. 


While supplies last. App availability and experience may vary by market. 


2016 EXTRA YARD FOR TEACHERS AWARENESS WEEK 
OCTOBER 5-10, 2015 


As the primary focus of the College Football Playoff 
Foundation, Extra Yard for Teachers (EYFT) honors, 
celebrates, inspires and empowers great teachers. 
During this week in October, CFP increased awareness 
for the EYFT initiative, a program that continues to help 
countless teachers and classrooms across America. 


e EYFT College Colors Challenges in partnership with CLC. 

¢ DonorsChoose.org activation through funding all classroom 
project requests in Glendale, AZ. 

e “Text-to-Join” Campaign that gave users a chance to 
win two tickets to the 2016 College Football Playoff 
National Championship. 

e Watch-A-Thon featuring video testimonials from select FBS 
Student-Athletes and Coaches. 

e iTeach Social Storytelling that captured the voices and 
stories of teachers everywhere. 

e On-Campus Activation across the United States. 


+ EYFT content was featured on networks such as ESPN, 
BTN, and the Pac-12 Network. 

* Over 400 teacher projects were flash-funded through 
DonorsChoose.org in 12 communities impacting 39,069 
students. 

* Teachers were recognized in-game at multiple deeper 
integrated university football games. 

¢ Forty (40) partners around the country provided social and 
digital support for the EYFT brand. 
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The College Banner Program inspires grade-school students in the host communities of the College Football Playoff National 
Championship to believe that a college education is attainable. For students without a family history of college, this inspiration can 
be transformative. 


16 COLLEGE BANNER PROGRAM 


In November 2015, Darren Woodson, three-time Super Bowl champion and current ESPN NFL Analyst, returned to Isaac Middle 
School in his hometown of Phoenix, AZ, to speak with the middle school students and proudly hang the banner of his alma mater, 
Arizona State University. 


MICH Ly 
— = 
SMU -* ata 
a) — = 
r | G 


Over More than Nearly 


25,000 913 13,000 400,000 


banners distributed schools impacted classrooms impacted students reached 
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EXTRA YARD 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF FOUNDATION 


DonorsChoose.org 


a classroom. Build a future. 


NATIONAL 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
ARIZONA 2016 


PLAYOFF GREEN 


“Playoff Green” is the way we identify the sustainability projects around the College Football Playoff National Championship Game. 
Colleges and universities have been leading the way across America in incorporating sustainability as a key part of the way they 
operate. Our mission at the national championship game is to apply the best of those sustainability concepts to the way we 
organize and implement our activities. 


We have developed a number of initiatives around the College Football Playoff National Championship including: 


SOLID WASTE RECYCLING at our major CFP venues including the Phoenix Convention Center, site of Playoff Fan 
Central, and University of Phoenix Stadium, site of the 2016 national championship game. In partnership with ESPN, this year’s 
championship game is working toward a “Zero Waste” diversion rate at the stadium. 


PREPARED FOOD RECOVERY from all of our events that serve food to fans. Food that is cooked in the kitchens 


but never served will be recovered safely and fed to hungry people in the greater Phoenix area through a partnership with 
Waste Not Arizona. 


MATERIAL REPURPOSING is an important strategy to keep material out of landfills. Construction materials, décor and 
other event materials are being donated to local organizations that can reuse, recycle and remanufacture these materials to 
benefit the local community. 


URBAN FORESTRY PROJECTS area great way to help green the host community and leave a permanent green legacy 
of the national championship game. We've turned tree planting into a competitive collegiate sport - the Playoff Plant-Off! Several 
college teams from Arizona are competing the week before the game to see which college can plant trees the fastest and the 
best. Winning teams will receive trees for their own campus or local community. This tree project will benefit residents of a low- 
income city neighborhood. 


RENEWABLE ENERGY & TRAVEL OFFSETS providing a way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and address our 


impact on climate change. On game day, University of Phoenix Stadium will be “green” powered through use of renewable 
energy certificates (RECs), provided by Salt River Project. Carbon offsets provided by TerraPass will offset the travel emissions for 
both teams traveling to Arizona for the national championship game and downtown championship events. 


Have a great time at the game and all the other activities and help us keep Arizona, and the world, green for years to come. 


PIN _ 
rt Eri Sustainability 


Delivering more than power. 
THE EXCLUSIVE RENEWABLE ENERGY PROVIDER OF SUSTAINABILITY SPONSOR OF THE COLLEGE 


THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF NATIONAL FOOTBALL PLAYOFF NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
CHAMPIONSHIP AT UNIVERSITY OF PHOENIX STADIUM 
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Visit shop.CollegeFootballPlayoff.com (=) 
For all your college football gear. 


PLAY VOFF 


CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 


One of the country’s most selective public research universities, 
Clemson University serves a uniquely driven and_ highly 
accomplished student body. 


Ranked as the 21st best national public university by U.S.News & 
World Report, Clemson is a science- and engineering-oriented 
college dedicated to teaching, research and service. Founded in 
1889, we remain committed both to world-class research and a 
high quality of life. In fact, 92 percent of our seniors say they’d 
pick Clemson again if they had it to do over. 


Clemson's retention and graduation rates rank among the 
highest in the country for public universities. We've been 
named among the best values by Kiplinger magazine in 
2013, and SmartMoney in 2012 ranked us No. 7 in student return 
on investment. 


Our beautiful college campus sits on 1,400 acres in the foothills 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains, along the shores of Hartwell Lake. 
But we also have research facilities and economic development 
hubs throughout the state of South Carolina - in Greenville, 
Greenwood, Columbia and Charleston. 


The research, outreach and entrepreneurial projects led by our 
faculty and students are driving economic development and 
improving quality of life in South Carolina and beyond. In fact, a 
recent study determined that Clemson has an annual $1.83 
billion economic impact on the state. 


Just as founder Thomas Green Clemson intertwined his life with 
the state’s economic and educational development, the 
Clemson Family impacts lives daily with their teaching, research 
and service. 


University founder Thomas Green Clemson had a lifelong 
interest in education, agricultural affairs and science. 


In the post-Civil War days of 1865, Thomas Clemson looked 
upon a South that lay in economic ruin, once remarking, “This 
country is in wretched condition, no money and nothing to sell. 
Everyone is ruined, and those that can are leaving.” 


Thomas Clemson’s death on April 6, 1888, set in motion a series 
of events that marked the start of a new era in higher education 
in South Carolina. In his will, he bequeathed the Fort Hill 
plantation and a considerable sum from his personal assets for 
the establishment of an educational institution that would teach 
scientific agriculture and the mechanical arts to South Carolina’s 
young people. 


Clemson Agricultural College formally opened as an all-male 
military school in July 1893 with an enrollment of 446. 
It remained this way until 1955 when the change was made to 
“civilian” status for students, and Clemson became a 
coeducational institution. In 1964, the college was renamed 
Clemson University as the state Legislature formally recognized 
the school’s expanded academic offerings and research 
pursuits. 


More than a century after its opening, the University provides 
diverse learning, research facilities and educational 
opportunities not only for the people of the state - as Thomas 
Clemson dreamed - but for thousands of young men and 
women throughout the country and the world. 
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CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: ATHLETICS 


lemson Athletics has long been associated with the word 
success. Throughout history, Tiger coaches and _ student- 
athletes have proven largely to be winners both on and off the field. 


The football team’s recent successes have brought back 
memories of a decorated past, particularly the 1981 season when 
Clemson won its first National Championship in any sport by 
defeating Nebraska in the Orange Bowl. Today, Dabo Swinney’s 
program has compiled five consecutive seasons with 10 or more 
wins, earned wins in three straight bowl games, and beaten 
perennial national powers such as Auburn, Florida State, Georgia, 
LSU, Miami, Notre Dame, Ohio State, Oklahoma and Virginia Tech. 


Clemson clinched its 15th ACC Championship on December 5 
with a 45-37 win over North Carolina, tying Florida State for most 
in conference history. 


But football is not the only sport thriving at Clemson. Men’s 
soccer joined football as a Final Four participant this year. 
Clemson’s first appearance since 2005 comes one year after the 
program won the 2014 ACC Championship in dramatic fashion. 
Two of Clemson’s four NCAA Championships have come in 
men’s soccer, in 1984 and 1987. 


Women’s soccer is also coming off consecutive NCAA 
Tournament appearances, making Clemson one of the nation’s 
most improved programs over the last five years. 
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The most successful program in terms of winning ACC 
Championships in recent history has been women’s track & field. 
The Tigers swept the conference’s indoor and outdoor 
competitions from 2010-13, and again in 2015. 


Clemson’s fourth and most recent National Championship 
belongs to men’s golf, which claimed the top prize in 2003. 
The program has advanced to the NCAA Tournament 34 
consecutive years under Hall of Fame coach Larry Penley. 


The Tiger baseball program has a proud tradition, with 12 all-time 
appearances in the College World Series, including as recently 
as 2010. 


Among spring sports, few programs around the nation can 
match Clemson’s recent success in women’s tennis. The Tigers 
have advanced to the Round of 16 in 10 of the last 12 seasons. 


Off the field, Clemson student-athletes recorded a cumulative 
3.02 grade point average in the spring semester of 2015. 
Two-hundred and thirty-four athletes posted at least a 3.0 GPA. 


CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: COACHES 


DABO SWINNEY 


» HEAD COACH 


Dabo Swinney has been at Clemson for just eight years as head 
coach, but he has cemented himself among the Tiger legends 
of the past. He will be the first person to tell you that the program 
has not reached all of its goals just yet, but he has the 2015 
Tigers on the cusp of winning the program’s second National 
Championship. 


Swinney has guided Clemson to the No. 1 national ranking in 
every College Football Playoff poll as the Tigers are set for the 
Orange Bowl semifinal matchup against Oklahoma. He was 
named the Home Depot National Coach of the Year and Walter 
Camp Foundation National Coach of the Year, a testament to the 
program he has built at Clemson. 


Clemson’s 13th win over North Carolina in the ACC Championship 
Game on Dec. 5 established a single-season school record. 
It was the Tigers’ 15th ACC Championship, matching Florida 
State for most in history. 


Since 2011, Clemson has a 55-11 record, the most wins in a five- 
year period in school history. Thirty-six of the victories took 
place against ACC teams, including the 2011 and 2015 
conference championships. 


Twelve of the 55 wins the last five years have come against top- 
25 teams, including seven against top-10 opponents (three in 
2015 alone). Clemson also became the first non-SEC program to 
defeat top-10 SEC teams in consecutive games in the history of 
college football. 


Clemson was in the top 10 of APR scores and the final top 25 of 
the AP and USA Today polls in 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, the 
only FBS program that could make that claim. 


In eight years (seven full seasons) as the Tigers’ head coach, 
Swinney has directed Clemson to a 74-26 overall record (.740) 
and a 47-14 ACC regular-season mark (.770). 


In October 2008, he was named Clemson interim head coach, 
replacing Tommy Bowden, who had been his position coach as 
a player at Alabama and was Clemson’s head coach since 1999. 
He led the Tigers to a 4-2 record over the remainder of the 
2008 regular season, including a win over South Carolina in the 
regular-season finale. 


On Dec. 1, 2008, the interim tag was removed from the title and 
he was named the program’s head coach. At the time, there had 
been 28 interim head coaches at the FBS level since 1970 and 
those coaches had combined for a record of 26-86-2. Only one 
of those 28 interim coaches posted a winning record, and that 
was Swinney. When he was hired as the head coach, Swinney 
became just the second interim coach to be elevated to the 
head coach position at the same school during that time period. 


The 1993 Alabama graduate joined the Clemson staff prior to 
the 2003 season. Swinney coached his wide receiver position 
to a level of consistency that had not been seen previously at 
Clemson. He had a wideout finish first or second in the ACC in 
catches in five of his six years as an assistant coach. 


Swinney received a commerce and business administration 
degree from Alabama in 1993 after lettering three times (1990-92). 
A walk-on who went on to earn a scholarship, Swinney was a 
wide receiver on Alabama’s 1992 National Championship team. 


After his playing career, Swinney served as a graduate assistant 
from 1993-95 at Alabama, where he coached in the 1994 Gator 
Bowl and 1995 Citrus Bowl. In December 1995, he received a 
master’s degree in business administration from Alabama. 


He became a full-time assistant coach at Alabama in February 
1996 under Head Coach Gene Stallings (now in the Hall of Fame) 
and coached a total of five seasons there on a full-time basis. 


During his time at Alabama, Swinney was a part of six teams with 
10+ wins, five top-10 finishes, one national title (1992), three SEC 
Championships (1989, 92, 99) and five SEC Western Division 
titles (1992, 93, 94, 96, 99) as a player and coach. 


From April 2001 to February 2003, Swinney was in private 
business in Alabama. He married the former Kathleen Bassett in 
1994. They have three sons, Will (17), Drew (15) and Clay (12). 


A 
DABO SWINNEY HAS CLEMSON ONE GAME AWAY FROM BECOMING 
THE FIRST TEAM TO EVER GO 15-0 IN A SEASON. 


CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
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CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: COACHES 


Associate Head Coach/ Assistant Head Coach/Special Defensive Coordinator/ Co-Defensive Coordinator/ 
Defensive Tackles Teams Coordinator & Tight Ends Linebackers Defensive Ends 


Co-Offensive Coordinator/ Co-Offensive Coordinator/ Assistant Coach/ 
Wide Receivers Running Backs Offensive Linemen 


Assistant Coach/ Assistant Coach/Recruiting 
Defensive Backs Coordinator/Quarterbacks 
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GATE 2 AT SECTION 123 AND PICK UP YOUR ORDER. 


NATIONAL 


= |) CHAMPIONSHIP 
TAMPA BAY 2017 


Want tickets to the 2017 College Football 
Playoff National Championship? 


TICKET OPTIONS 


Ticket Reservations (TeamTix) 

Through Forward Market, a select number of tickets will be made 
available to fans. Fans may make reservations to purchase tick- 
ets for any particular team, with prices determined by demand. 
If that team qualifies for the national championship game, the 
fan will be able to purchase tickets at face value. 


Playoff Premium 
College Football Playoff National Championship Playoff Premium 
packages include tickets, hotel rooms and pregame hospitality. 


Random Drawing 

Tickets will be made available to fans who enter the College 
Football Playoff random ticket drawing each year. Winners of the 
drawing will have the right to purchase up to four tickets at face 
value. Entry will be open January 11, 2016 through May 31, 2016. 
Winners will be notified in October. 


ALL TICKET OPTIONS OPEN JANUARY 11, 2016 
Visit www.collegefootballplayoff.com/tickets 


For more information on how to get tickets: 


CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: SPIRIT 


he Clemson University Cheerleading Program is a University 

activity sponsored and funded by the Athletic Department. 
The primary responsibility of the Cheerleading Program is to 
support the Clemson Athletics sports teams through crowd 
involvement efforts using cheers, signs, partner stunts, motions, 
dancing (females), pyramids, and tumbling. Team members are 
expected to uphold, reflect, and project the goals, ideals, and 
image of Clemson University. 


The Clemson University Rally Cats Dance Team performs at 
home football and men’s basketball games. In addition, the Rally 
Cats travel to all post-season men’s basketball tournaments if 
applicable. Travel rosters are limited to six dancers for men’s 
basketball tournaments. However, each dancer is required to be 
available to travel to all post-season tournament play including 
games during spring break if applicable. 


The team is made up of 14 to 18 talented young ladies that not 
only dance on the sidelines during basketball and football 
games, but also perform halftime routines at basketball games 
and perform routines at numerous pep rallies and campus 
events. Rally Cat dancers also support all athletic teams by 
making appearances at Solid Orange events. 


Since 1954, a Clemson student has adorned the Tiger mascot 
suit to entertain the Clemson faithful. Joined in 1993 by The Tiger 
Cub, these furry creatures can be seen imitating game officials 
(which is now against the rules), signing autographs, getting 
their picture taken with dignitaries (President Reagan, President 
Bush, Olympic athletes, among others), shooting the cannon, or 
doing “Pushups” each time Clemson scores. Mascots also make 
appearances at pep rallies, campus events and are available for 
special events as well. 


The Mic Man/Woman is a member of the Clemson University 
Spirit Program whose purpose is to bring spirit to Clemson 
Athletic events. The Mic Man/Woman has the task of rallying 
Tiger fans with the goal of creating a fun and energetic 
environment. The Mic Man/Woman is in charge of initiating yells/ 
cheers and rallies, and coming up with creative ways to engage 
the crowd. This is a one-year position and the selected student 
is required to attend all home football games and select home 
Olympic sporting events. 
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Clemson is ranked among the top-25 national public university 
national public universities (U.S.News & 


World Report), attracting students who are 
gifted academically, crave challenge and 
are determined to make a difference. 


innovative schools 


happiest students 
With 80-plus undergraduate degrees and 
a number of cross-cultural opportunities, 
Clemson students are prepared to be at the 
top of their game in their professions and ; 
their service to others. alumni network 


career services 


RY 
= 
0) 
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CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: 2015 SEASON RECAP 


GAME 1: 


2°16 


SEPTEMBER 5, 2015 


The No. 12 Clemson Tigers improved to 7-O in home openers 
under head coach Dabo Swinney with a convincing 49-10 
win over Wofford in front of a crowd of 81,301 fans at 
Memorial Stadium. 


Clemson racked up 533 yards, with 222 on the ground and 311 
through the air. 


The Tigers came out quickly, with sophomore quarterback 
Deshaun Watson leading an 11-play, 75-yard drive culminating 
with a four-yard touchdown reception by Mike Williams. During 
the touchdown completion, Williams hit his head against the 
goalpost in the east endzone. Williams suffered a neck injury and 
was transferred to Oconee Medical Center for further medical 
attention. It was determined after tests that he had a slight 
neck fracture. 


Defensive coordinator Brent Venables’ unit was one of the best in 
the nation a year ago and, despite several starters now playing in 
the NFL, picked up right where it left off. Wofford did not pick up 
its first first down until late in the second quarter when Clemson 
had already accumulated 21 points, as the Tiger defense posted 
six consecutive three-and-outs to start the season. 
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Offensively, Watson led touchdown drives on the first two 
possessions and Clemson scored on five of its first seven drives, 
building a 35-0 lead. 


Following a miscue on a Clemson punt return, the Terriers put 
together a 10-play, 2:38 drive ending with a one-yard touchdown 
run by Chase Nelson as time expired in the first half. 


After halftime, Wofford drove 55 yards on eight plays to set up a 
37-yard field goal by David Marvin and cut the score to 35-10. 


Sophomore Artavis Scott returned the ensuing kickoff 39 yards 
and Clemson punched in its sixth touchdown of the day with a 
Wayne Gallman one-yard plunge six plays later to take a 
commanding 42-10 lead early in the third quarter. 


Watson finished the day 18-22 passing for 194 yards and two 
touchdowns, while Gallman led all rushers with 92 yards on 14 
carries and two scores. First-year freshman Ray-Ray McCloud 
hauled in eight catches for 80 yards and Scott added six grabs 
for 75 yards and a score. McCloud’s eight receptions was the 
most by a Clemson freshman in his first game. 
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CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: 2015 SEASON RECAP 


GAME 2: 


2°16 


SEPTEMBER 12, 2015 


A second-quarter flurry proved to be all the No. 12 Clemson 
Tigers needed to defeat the Appalachian State Mountaineers 
41-10 in front of its second-straight sellout crowd at 
Memorial Stadium. 


Deshaun Watson was 19-26 passing for 248 yards and three 
touchdowns. Wayne Gallman led the Tigers’ ground game with 
79 of the team’s 140 rushing yards. Defensively, Shaq Lawson 
had three tackles for loss. The Tigers added three interceptions 
that completely changed their momentum, part of four 
takeaways for Clemson. 


Clemson’s defense was stout, holding Appalachian State to 
298 total yards, including only 95 passing yards. In a critical 
moment, safety Jayron Kearse intercepted a pass in the 
endzone, giving the Tigers the ball and keeping Appalachian 
State off the scoreboard late in the first quarter. 


After a slow first quarter, defensive tackle Carlos Watkins 
intercepted a quick pass over the middle by Taylor Lamb and 
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returned it into the endzone to score the Tigers’ first touchdown. 
Watkins’ first career touchdown lit a fire under Clemson and 
started a scoring streak for the Tigers, who reeled off 35 
consecutive points. 


The Tigers came up with their third interception by linebacker 
Ben Boulware. His third career interception set Deshaun 
Watson and the offense up for a touchdown to Charone Peake, 
a beautiful 24-yard pass in the second quarter. 


However, Peake and Watson were not done. Peake caught a 
59-yard touchdown pass by Watson, his longest career 
reception, to score his second touchdown of the day. It was 
also Peake’s first-ever two-touchdown game. 


Shaq Lawson was named Co-Defensive Lineman of the Week 
by the ACC. He had three tackles for loss, including a sack in 
the win over the Mountaineers. 
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CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: 2015 SEASON RECAP 


GAME 3: 


2°16 


SEPTEMBER 17, 2015 


Ninth-ranked Clemson outlasted Louisville, 20-17, in front of 
55,396 fans, the third-largest crowd in Papa John’s Cardinal 
Stadium history. The win improved Clemson to 3-0 on the 
season, and was the program’s 30th straight victory over an 
unranked opponent. 


Clemson’s defense was outstanding all night, allowing just 272 
yards of total offense to Louisville. The other story of the game 
was running back Wayne Gallman, who carried 24 times for 139 
yards on the evening. He helped offset a pair of interceptions 
thrown by Deshaun Watson, who ended the night 21-30 passing 
for 199 yards. He added a season-best 54 on the ground. 


The defensive struggle was uncorked momentarily after the 
completion of the first quarter, when Watson found a streaking 
Hunter Renfrow wide open for his first career touchdown. The 
redshirt freshman caught the 32-yard strike to put the Tigers 
ahead, 7-O. The Cards cut the deficit just before the break 
when John Wallace connected on a 26-yard field goal. 
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Louisville took its first lead on a Jeremy Smith one-yard plunge 
in the third quarter, which was set up by Watson’s second 
interception of the evening - his first career game with multiple 
picks thrown. 


The Tigers responded, posting 13 consecutive points that 
included Watson’s 25-yard touchdown pass to tight end Jordan 
Leggett. His fourth career score combined with two Greg 
Huegel field goals to make it 20-10. 


Seemingly in control, the Tigers allowed a 100-yard kickoff 
return that gave the Cardinals life with 9:41 to play. Louisville 
marched into Clemson territory on its next drive, but John 
Wallace missed a 38-yard field goal. The Cards had another 
chance late, but Kevin Dodd’s eight-yard sack erased it and 
Louisville’s final throw was intercepted by Jadar Johnson. 
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CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: 2015 SEASON RECAP 


GAME 4: 


2°16 


OCTOBER 3, 2015 


The No. 11 Clemson Tigers battled No. 6 Notre Dame through 
torrential rains from Hurricane Joaquin under the lights. But the 
wet weather did not hold the Tigers back in a hard-fought 24-22 
victory in front of 82,415 fans at Memorial Stadium. 


Deshaun Watson led the Tigers to an explosive start, connecting 
with Jordan Leggett in the endzone on the first drive. The fire lit 
by Watson quickly caught on with the defense, allowing them to 
keep the Fighting Irish offense off the scoreboard early in the 
first quarter. Clemson took an early 14-O lead with another 
Watson touchdown, this time on a 13-yard pass to Artavis Scott. 


The remainder of the first half proved uneventful, but Watson 
came out to re-ignite the offense in the second half, running in 
a touchdown to put the Tigers up 21-3 early in the third quarter. 
His score followed the opening kickoff, where Ammon Lakip 
forced a fumble to give the Tigers great field position inside the 
Notre Dame 30. 


The fire continued to grow under Clemson’s defense with 
another fumble recovered by Jayron Kearse, but the Tigers 
couldn’t convert it into points. 
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Trailing 21-3, Notre Dame refused to give in and made the game 
a tense one over the final 15 minutes for Tiger fans. In three 
consecutive crucial moments for the Tiger defense in the fourth 
quarter, Clemson came away with a pair of recovered fumbles 
and ultimately survived on a two-point conversion stand with 
seven seconds remaining. 


The Fighting Irish had pulled within two at 24-22 on a touchdown 
by Torii Hunter Jr., but Deshone Kizer’s designed quarterback 
run was stuffed by Carlos Watkins and Kevin Dodd, and Clemson 
survived the furious rally. 


Deshaun Watson accounted for three scores, while rushing for a 
career-high 93 yards. Wayne Gallman continued his strong start 
to the 2015 season, with 23 carries for 111 yards. 


Following the contest, Dodd was named ACC Defensive Lineman 
of the Week and B.J. Goodson earned ACC Linebacker of the 
Week honors. Dodd posted 3.5 tackles for loss, with two sacks 
and a forced fumble. Goodson had two takeaways in the fourth 
quarter, the first Tiger to do so in a game won by seven points 
or less since Terry Kinard, who also did it against Notre Dame, 
in 1979. 
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CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: 2015 SEASON RECAP 


GAME 5: 


2°16 


OCTOBER 10, 2015 


The No. 6 Clemson Tigers battled the rain for a second 
consecutive week, and earned a similar result. Clemson 
jumped out to a big lead early, and easily defeated Georgia 
Tech 43-24 at Memorial Stadium. 


Clemson’s offense rolled to 537 yards of total offense against 
Georgia Tech and was led by Wayne Gallman on the ground, 
who finished with 13 carries for 115 yards and two touchdowns. 
Clemson’s win marked Gallman’s third consecutive game with 
over 100 rushing yards, the first Tiger to do that since Andre 
Ellington in 2012. Clemson’s running game put on a strong 
performance yet again, as the Tigers finished with 201 yards 
on the ground. 


Gallman provided an instant spark for the Tigers’ offense right 
out the gate, as he took a handoff and burst into the open field 
for a 66-yard touchdown run on the third play of Clemson’s 
opening possession. Gallman did not stop there, as he scored 
his second touchdown on a one-yard run late in the first 
quarter to cap off a 10-play, 80-yard drive that put the Tigers 
ahead 17-3. 
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The tide turned for Clemson yet again, as safety Jadar Johnson 
blocked a punt on special teams deep in Georgia Tech territory 
that resulted in a safety to give the Tigers a 19-3 lead. 


The Tigers’ offense was hitting on all cylinders, as quarterback 
Deshaun Watson followed up last week’s game with one of his 
best performances on the year, going 21-30 passing for 265 
and two touchdown passes, both of which were to tight end 
Jordan Leggett. Leggett’s big day gave him four touchdown 
catches through the first five games of the season. 


Following the game, center Jay Guillermo was named ACC 
Offensive Lineman of the Week, his first such honor. 


Clemson's defense came prepared for the option, as it held the 
Yellow Jackets, who came into the game averaging 310.6 yards 
per game on the ground, to 71 rushing yards. 


Cornerback Cordrea Tankersley nabbed his second interception 
of the season, while the Clemson defense finished with 11 tackles 
for loss. Linebacker Dorian O’Daniel and safety Jayron Kearse led 
the team in that category with three tackles for loss apiece. 
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CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: 2015 SEASON RECAP 


GAME 6: 


2°16 


OCTOBER 17, 2015 


The Clemson offense was again on full display as the No. 5 Tigers 
downed the Boston College Eagles 34-17 in front of 81,416 fans at 
Death Valley. The win extended the Tigers’ home winning streak 
to 14 to set a school record. It was also Clemson’s 34th straight 
win over an unranked opponent. 


Deshaun Watson passed for 420 yards and three touchdowns 
and rushed for another as the Tigers overcame the nation’s No. 1 
defense. Sophomore wide receiver Artavis Scott finished with 10 
receptions for 162 yards and a touchdown. The Tigers paved their 
way through the air against a stout Eagles secondary, as nine 
different Tigers caught a pass. 


Senior running back Zac Brooks had another solid game for the 
Tigers, as he hauled in a 21-yard touchdown pass on fourth down 
midway through the second quarter to push the Tigers ahead 
17-7. The touchdown reception was the second of Brooks’ career 
and his first since the Georgia game in 2013. 


Clemson’s ability to break down a defense and put up yards in a 
hurry broke through in the second half when Watson connected 
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with Scott on a 51-yard touchdown pass to cap off a six-play, 98- 
yard drive to increase the Tigers’ lead to 27-10. 


Freshman wide receiver Deon Cain had a career-high 97 receiving 
yards, which included a 67-yard catch and run that set up a 
touchdown pass to tight end Jordan Leggett to widen the Tigers’ 
lead 34-10. Leggett became the first Tiger tight end since 1983 to 
catch a touchdown pass in four consecutive games. 


The Tigers totaled the most rushing yards (112), passing yards 
(420), points (34) and total yards (532) against the vaunted Eagle 
defense in 2015. 


Following the game, several Tigers received honors. Watson was 
named a “Great 8” performer by the Davey O’Brien Award, while 
also earning ACC Offensive Back of the Week honors. Jay 
Guillermo was named ACC Offensive Lineman of the Week, his 
second straight honor. He became the first offensive lineman 
from Clemson to win the award in consecutive weeks since Barry 
Richardson did it in 2007. 
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CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: 2015 SEASON RECAP 


GAME 7: 


2°16 


OCTOBER 24, 2015 


The sixth-ranked Clemson Tigers tied the program record for 
victory margin inan ACC game after defeating Miami by a score 
of 58-0 in Sun Life Stadium. The Tigers led 42-0 at intermission, 
and never looked back in moving to 7-O (4-0 in the ACC) on the 
season. Miami fell to 4-3 overall, 1-2 in league play. 


Wayne Gallman and Deshaun Watson led a heavy rushing attack 
Saturday afternoon, as the Tigers accumulated a season-high 
567 yards versus the Hurricanes. Clemson rushed for 416 yards, 
its highest total since 2000 against Wake Forest. 


Watson accounted for 241 total yards, including 98 on the 
ground. He was able to watch comfortably from the bench in 
the third quarter after the lead reached 45-0. He threw for a 
touchdown and scored one with his feet. Gallman ran for 118, 
his fourth 100-plus rushing yardage effort of 2015. 


The Tigers jumped out to a quick 21-0 lead in the opening 
quarter behind a fluid offense and suffocating defense. Watson 
threw a 34-yard touchdown to Jordan Leggett on the opening 
drive, Leggett’s tight end school-record fifth straight game 
with a score. Watson set the Tigers up for a second touchdown 
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after unleashing a career-long 63-yard run that led to Gallman 
scoring from five yards out. The third score was put on the 
board when Zac Brooks got in on the action, scoring on a 
one-yard plunge. 


The Tigers duplicated the feat with 21 more points in the second 
frame. It culminated when Watson scampered in from six yards 
out, and then Cordrea Tankersley picked off the next offensive 
play by the ‘Canes that pushed the advantage to 42-0. 
Tankersley’s pick was his third of the season, most by a Tiger. 


The second half featured a ton of young players by Clemson on 
both sides of the ball. Backup quarterback Kelly Bryant was a 
highlight, scoring on two touchdown runs to continue and build 
the Tiger cushion. Bryant scored on a 59-yard run, his longest 
of the season. 


Following the game, Watson was named one of eight recipients 
of the Manning Award Star of the Week honor, despite playing 
just one half and one drive against the ‘Canes. 
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CLEMSON UNIVERSITY: 2015 SEASON RECAP 


GAME 8: 


2°16 


» OCTOBER 31, 2015 


The No. 3 Clemson Tigers defeated NC State 56-41 on Halloween 
at Carter-Finley Stadium. It was Clemson’s 11th consecutive win 
dating to last season, the program’s longest winning streak since 
a 13-game tear from 1980-82. 


Sophomore quarterback Deshaun Watson led the Tigers to 623 
total yards, as he completed 23-30 passes for 383 yards and 
five touchdowns. He also added a score on the ground to match 
his single-game high of six set the previous season against 
North Carolina. Wayne Gallman rushed for a season-high 172 
yards, his fifth game over 100 yards this season. 


The game got off to a bizarre back and forth start, with both 
teams trading two touchdowns with a blocked point-after 
attempt. Watson ran for a score and threw a 57-yarder to Hunter 
Renfrow, the latter of which tied the game at 13 just five minutes 
into the contest. 


The Tigers gained control briefly after a pair of field goals by 
Greg Huegel, but NC State rallied with a touchdown late in the 
second quarter to nudge ahead, 20-19. But the Wolfpack failed 
to convert a field goal late, and with less than a minute to play in 
the half, the Tigers made them pay. 
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Watson found Artavis Scott and Charone Peake open in 1-on-1 
matchups on the right sideline. The completion to Peake went 
for 42 yards and a touchdown, giving the Tigers a 26-20 edge at 
halftime. 


Watson’s aerial show continued in the second half, as he flung a 
beautiful 40-yard pass to Deon Cain for the freshman’s first 
career touchdown that put Clemson at 40 points on the day. He 
followed that up with his fourth touchdown of the day, a 35-yard 
screen to Zac Brooks. 


But NC State refused to go quietly, answering with a couple of 
touchdowns of its own in the fourth quarter. Greg Huegel’s third 
field goal of the day ended the threat from the Wolfpack and put 
the Tigers up 15 with just under six minutes to play. 


Following the game, Watson was named National Offensive 
Player of the Week by the Walter Camp Foundation, as well as a 
Manning Award Star of the Week and ACC Offensive Back of the 
Week. Offensive tackle Joe Gore, who graded 91 percent, was 
named ACC Offensive Lineman of the Week. 
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NOVEMBER 7, 2015 


The top-ranked Clemson Tigers overcame a first-half deficit to 
defeat No. 15 Florida State 23-13 in front of a deafening crowd 
of 83,099 fans at Memorial Stadium. Clemson overcame its 
first halftime deficit since 2014 to capture the ACC Atlantic 
Division title for the first time since 2011 and improved to 9-0 
on the season. 


A low-scoring first half left the Tigers looking for a change in 
fortune heading into the second half. The offense got what they 
were looking for early in the third quarter with a touchdown pass 
from Deshaun Watson to Deon Cain to put the Tigers on top 
13-10. 


Watson set new highs in both completions (28) and passing 
attempts (42), and added 107 rushing yards. Watson’s 107 
yards on the ground also marked the first time a Tiger 
quarterback had 100+ rushing yards since Tajh Boyd ran for 
127 yards versus Ohio State in the Orange Bowl on Jan. 3, 2014 
(Clemson 40-35). 


The Tiger defense came out to make a statement after halftime 
adjustments, forcing two turnovers and one sack. Their efforts 
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allowed the offense to come in and capitalize, pulling away 
from a 13-13 tie score thanks to Greg Huegel’s third field goal 
of the game with 7:23 left in the fourth quarter. 


In a crucial moment, Ben Boulware and Shaq Lawson made a 
stop on fourth-and-one, allowing the offense to take over on 
the Seminole 40. Watson then made crucial plays on 
consecutive third downs with completions to Charone Peake, 
who converted both for first downs. The offense capped 
off their drive with a 25-yard rushing touchdown by Wayne 
Gallman. 


Boulware and B.J. Goodson worked together to cause a 
turnover late in the fourth quarter to give the Tiger offense 
possession. The offense eventually took a knee and sealed their 
victory. 


Goodson was again honored as the ACC Linebacker of the 
Week following the game’s conclusion, his second honor of the 
season. Mitch Hyatt was named ACC Offensive Lineman of the 
Week after grading 93 percent and playing all 84 snaps. 
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A wild first five minutes set the tone for a back and forth affair 
inside the Carrier Dome, but at the end of the day Clemson 
emerged victorious over Syracuse by a score of 37-27. 


The win moved the No. 1 Tigers to 10-0 on the season, giving the 
program their fifth consecutive 10-win season. 


Deshaun Watson was once again brilliant for the Tigers, 
accounting for a career-high 461 yards of total offense. The 
sophomore signal-caller threw for 360 and rushed for 101, while 
tossing two touchdowns and adding a third on the ground. His 
favorite target was Charone Peake, who had a career-high 120 
yards through the air and tied another with seven grabs. 


Clemson got off to a fast start on the first play from scrimmage, 
when Watson unleashed a 64-yard strike to Peake. That put the 
Tigers inside the 10-yard-line of the Orange, and Gallman dashed 
in on the next play to open the scoring. Watson made it 14-0 
with a quarterback keeper on a zone read following a Syracuse 
fumble on its first play. 
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NOVEMBER 14, 2015 


A pair of fumbles erased the good vibes, as Syracuse knotted 
the game at 14 apiece late in the opening quarter. But Watson 
settled the Tigers again, throwing beautiful touchdowns to 
Peake and freshman Deon Cain to help Clemson push ahead 31- 
17 at halftime. 


The Orange closed the gap even further, trailing just 31-24 after 
the third quarter. With the crowd at a fever pitch, Clemson faced 
fourth-and-two on the opening play of the fourth quarter. Wayne 
Gallman took a pitch and ran 14 yards to the left for a first 
down, setting up the second of Greg Huegel’s three field goals. 
The freshman kicker was a perfect 15-15 in ACC games for 
the Tigers. 


Clemson ran out the clock over the final 5:57 of the game, 
cementing the team’s 19th win over a 20-game stretch dating to 
last season. 
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NOVEMBER 21, 2015 


Top-ranked Clemson defeated Wake Forest 33-13, moving the 
Tigers to 11-O for the first time since 1981. The Tigers also 
celebrated Senior Day and Military Appreciation Day, with special 
segments honoring seniors and veterans throughout the game. 


The Tiger defense lit the fire early with a caused fumble by Ben 
Boulware, which was recovered by Shaq Lawson. Overall, 
the defense allowed only 152 yards. Boulware finished with 
2.5 tackles for loss, despite playing only 18 snaps due to a 
shoulder stinger. 


Deshaun Watson ignited the offense by completing 24-35 
passes with four touchdowns in the first half. The offense 
totaled 552 yards, including 381 passing and 171 rushing. 
Watson's yardage totals helped him again garner the ACC 
Offensive Back of the Week honor, as well as one of the eight 
awarded each week to Manning Award stars. 
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Deon Cain joined Sammy Watkins in becoming the second 
first-year freshman in Clemson history to record a touchdown 
catch in four consecutive games. 


After an electric first half, the Tigers took a more relaxed 
approach in the second half, allowing more of their players to 
see action on the field. 


Clemson played without injured starters Wayne Gallman and 
Mackensie Alexander. In his place, Kelly Bryant led the Tigers 
in rushing with 58 yards, while C.J. Fuller added 36 yards to 
pace the running backs. Adrian Baker got the start at corner, 
finishing with four tackles in Alexander’s place. 


Clemson finished the ACC regular season with an 8-O record 
for the first time in history. 
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NOVEMBER 28, 2015 


A sluggish start gave way to a flurry of points in Clemson’s 37- 
32 win at South Carolina, with Deshaun Watson completing 
20-27 passes for 279 yards and rushing for an additional 114. 
With the victory, the Tigers stayed unbeaten at 12-0. 


Watson was responsible for four of Clemson’s five touchdowns 
as he rushed for three scores and threw for one more. Fellow 
sophomore Wayne Gallman added 102 yards on the ground 
and freshman Deon Cain caught five passes for 96 yards and a 
55-yard touchdown. 


After a scoreless first quarter by both offenses, Clemson 
scored first midway through the second period when Watson 
capped an eight-play, 83-yard march with a five-yard 
touchdown plunge. The Tiger defense forced a quick three- 
and-out and Watson followed with a 55-yard strike to Deon 
Cain to extend the lead to 14-0. South Carolina drove 11 plays 
for 76 yards as the half closed, but the Tiger defense forced a 
21-yard field goal and Clemson led 14-3 at intermission. 
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Watson led the offense to scoring drives on its first two 
possessions of the second half as Clemson claimed a 28-10 
lead. But the Gamecocks closed the lead to only three points 
early in the fourth quarter by capitalizing on the Tigers’ third 
lost fumble of the day. Shon Carson scored from one yard out 
and Lorenzo Nunez added a two-point conversion to make the 
score 28-25. 


With momentum clearly residing on the home team sideline, 
Watson led a 10-play, 60-yard drive and finished it off with his 
third rushing touchdown of the day to extend the lead to 34-25. 
The Tiger defense then forced its fourth three-and-out of 
the day, and Clemson held the ball for 4:38 on the ensuing 
possession. Clemson tacked on a late field goal and South 
Carolina scored a touchdown with one second remaining. 
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DECEMBER 5, 2015 


The top-ranked Clemson Tigers gave an ACC Championship 
Game record crowd of 74,514 a show at Bank of America 
Stadium. Behind the dual-threat capabilities of quarterback 
Deshaun Watson, the Tigers won 45-37 over North Carolina 
and moved to 13-0 on the season and secured the program’s 
15th ACC Championship in its history. 


The lead held at 12 midway through the fourth quarter when 
defensive end Shaq Lawson came up with a huge forced fumble 
and sack that gave the Tigers possession. After tacking ona field 
goal, Clemson had to hang on late and recover an onside kick 
after the Tar Heels cut the deficit to eight points. 


Watson was masterful and was named the Most Valuable Player 
after totaling 420 yards of total offense, an ACC Championship 
Game record. He accounted for five touchdowns in all, three 
through the air and two on the ground. Wayne Gallman rushed 
for 187 yards, putting him just 13 shy of the single-season rushing 
record of 1,345 set by Raymond Priester in 1996. 


The Tigers amassed 608 yards of total offense and 33 first 
downs Saturday. The Tigers rushed for 319 and passed for 289. 
Defensively, UNC took advantage of short fields in the first half 
and finished just 12-35 passing as a team. 


North Carolina held a 9-7 lead after the first quarter. T.J. Logan 
escaped the backfield and was left all alone for a 46-yard catch 
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and run for a score. His score came after the Tigers had taken a 7-3 
lead, also on an easy pitch-and-catch from Watson to Gallman. 


Watson flipped some bad field position to open the second 
frame. He directed a 12-play, 96-yard drive that ended with his 
nine-yard rushing touchdown, his 10th on the ground this 
season. Deon Cain converted a key fourth down to keep the 
drive alive just past midfield. But UNC had an answer after 
Clemson failed to convert a fake punt deep in its own territory. 
Marquise Williams found Ryan Switzer in the end zone to put the 
Heels up 16-14. 


Somehow, despite seven penalties including a targeting call 
that forced the ejection of safety T.J. Green, Clemson managed 
a halftime advantage of 21-16. After the defense forced the Heels 
to a three-and-out, Watson’s arm took over. He led the Tigers 
ona march downfield, converting a key third down to tight end 
Jordan Leggett. The two then hooked up with two seconds left 
before halftime on a jump pass from Watson, Leggett’s seventh 
score of 2015. 


The Tigers came out inspired in the second half, sparked by 
Cordrea Tankersley’s fifth interception. His takeaway turned into 
points on a Gallman touchdown run. Clemson added on its next 
possession on a double move and tremendous catch on a 35- 
yard pass from Watson to Artavis Scott. His touchdown made it 
35-16 in Clemson’s favor. 
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DECEMBER 31, 2015 


A dominant second half on both sides of the ball propelled the No. 
1 ranked Clemson Tigers to a 37-17 win over Oklahoma in the 
Capital One Orange Bowl on Dec. 31, 2015 at Sun Life Stadium. 
With the win, the Tigers advanced to the College Football Playoff 
National Championship in Glendale, Ariz. 


The ground attack of Deshaun Watson and Wayne Gallman once 
again proved to be a formidable 1-2 punch, and the Tiger defense 
stiffened in the second half with a performance that evoked 
memories of the 2014 Russell Athletic Bowl, a 40-6 win over the 
Sooners. Watson, named the game’s Most Valuable Offensive 
Player, finished with 24 carries for 145 yards and a touchdown, 
while Gallman rushed for 150 yards and a score on 26 carries. The 
Tigers finished with a school bowl-record 312 yards, and held the 
Sooners to just 67 for the game on the ground. 


Looking for a spark early in the second quarter, the Tigers found it 
in the form of 315-pound freshman defensive tackle Christian 
Wilkins. A member of Clemson’s punt team all year, he ran down 
the left sideline and caught a 31-yard pass from punter Andy 
Teasdall. It was the first reception in Clemson history by a defensive 
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lineman. It led to a Watson rushing touchdown that gave Clemson 
its first lead at 10-7. 


The back and forth second quarter saw OU reclaim a late lead at 
17-16 when Baker Mayfield found tight end Mark Andrews for a 
score. Watson quickly brought Clemson into the redzone after 
converting a 3rd-and-long, but he forced a pass to Jordan Leggett 
that was intercepted in the endzone. 


The Tigers turned to Gallman on the opening drive after halftime, 
and the move paid off. His one-yard plunge pushed Clemson 
ahead again by six at 23-17. Later, with OU moving the ball and 
threatening in Tiger territory, freshmen Austin Bryant and Kendall 
Joseph combined to stuff Samaje Perine to thwart a drive. Watson 
made the Sooners pay, this time hitting Hunter Renfrow on a 35- 
yard touchdown strike that put Clemson up by a 13-point margin. 


Gallman capped a nine-play, 50-yard drive with 10:48 to play with 
his second touchdown of the contest. Ben Boulware, named the 
game’s Most Valuable Defensive Player, halted an Oklahoma drive 
deep in Clemson’s end with an interception to thwart the Sooners’ 
final scoring try. 
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TIGERS ALPHABETICAL ROSTER 


NO. NAME POS. CL. HT. WT. HOMETOWN (PREVIOUS SCHOO 
53 Martin Aiken LB ‘Jr. 6-2 225 Smoaks, S.C. (Bamberg-Ehrhardt HS) 
2  Mackensie Alexander CB “*So. 5-11 195 Immokalee, Fla. (Immokalee HS) 
21 Adrian Baker CB *So. 6-O 180 Hallandale, Fla. (Chaminade-Madonna College Preparatory) 
18 James Barnes QB Fr. 6-1 175 Sumter, S.C. (Sumter HS) 
96 Michael Batson P Fr. 5-10 200 Central, S.C. (Christ Church Episcopal School) 
11 Shadell Bell WR Fr. 6-2 200 Decatur, Ga. (Columbia HS) 
62 Kaleb Bevelle DE *So. 6-4 255 Apopka, Fla. (Apopka HS) 
60 Kelby Bevelle DE *So. 6-4 260 Apopka, Fla. (Apopka HS) 
39 Jordan Bianchi WR *Sr. 6-6 215 Greer, S.C. (Riverside HS) 
11 Travis Blanks LB “wr. 6-1 210 Tallahassee, Fla. (North Florida Christian School) 
10 Ben Boulware LB Jr. 5-11 240 Anderson, S.C. (T.L. Hanna HS) 
40 Jaquarius Brice DE *So. 6-1 215 Lancaster, S.C. (Lancaster HS) 
24 Zac Brooks RB Sr. 6-1 200 Jonesboro, Ark. (Jonesboro Senior HS) 
49 Beau Brown S *Sr. 6-0 195 Beaufort, S.C. (Beaufort HS) 
76 Jim Brown LS *Gr. 6-4 235 Walterboro, S.C. (Pinewood Prep School) 
91 Austin Bryant DE Fr. 6-4 265 Pavo, Ga. (Thomas County Central HS) 
2 Kelly Bryant QB Fr. 6-3 215 Calhoun Falls, S.C. (Wren HS) 
41 T.J. Burrell LB “Jr. 6-0 215 Goose Creek, S.C. (Goose Creek HS) 
40 Roderick Byers DT *Sr. 6-4 295 Rock Hill, S.C. (Northwestern HS) 
31 Ryan Carter CB *So. 5-9 175 Grayson, Ga. (Grayson HS) 
95 Gage Cervenka DT Fr. 6-3 305 Greenwood, S.C. (Emerald HS) 
20 Kaleb Chalmers CB Fr. 5-11 180 Greenwood, S.C. (Greenwood HS) 
26 Adam Choice RB So. 5-9 215 Thomasville, Ga. (Thomas County Central HS) 
61 William Cockerill OT Sr. 6-6 270 Sumter, S.C. (Sumter HS) 
32 Kyle Cote Ss Fr. 5-10 170 Six Mile, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
55 Tyrone Crowder OG *So. 6-2 330 Marston, N.C. (Richmond Senior HS) 
21 C.J. Davidson RB *Gr. 5-10 200 Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
33 J.D. Davis LB Fr. 6-1 225 Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
37 Judah Davis LB Fr. 6-1 230 Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
98 Kevin Dodd DE ‘Jr. 6-5 275 Taylors, S.C. (Riverside HS) 
82 Adrien Dunn WR *So. 5-7 175 Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
22  Tyshon Dye RB *So. 6-0 215 Elberton, Ga. (Elbert County Comprehensive HS) 
29 Marcus Edmond CB *So. 6-0 170 Hopkins, S.C. (Lower Richland HS) 
61 David Estes LS “Jr 6-1 200 Mauldin, S.C. (St. Joseph’s Catholic School) 
50 Justin Falcinelli OL *Fr. 6-3 305 Middletown, Md. (Middletown HS) 
99 Clelin Ferrell DE Fr. 6-5 255 Richmond, Va. (Benedictine HS) 
24 Mark Fields CB Fr. 5-10 195 Charlotte, N.C. (William Amos Hough HS) 
83 Jesse Fisher TE Fr. 6-4 215 Travelers Rest, S.C. (Anderson HS) 
63 Jake Fruhmorgen OT Fr. 6-6 280 Tampa, Fla. (Plant HS) 
27+ «C.J. Fuller RB *Fr. 5-10 210 Easley, S.C. (Easley HS) 
9 Wayne Gallman RB *So. 6-1 215 Loganville, Ga. (Grayson HS) 
17 Jefferie Gibson S  *Fr. 6-4 200 Hope Mills, N.C. (Gray’s Creek HS) 
77 Zach Giella iS Fr. 6-5 295 Lincolnton, Ga. (Augusta Christian Schools) 
64 Pat Godfrey OL Fr. 6-3 260 Greenlawn, NY. (Harborfields HS) 
38 Brennan Goodnature RB *Sr. 5-11 205 Naples, Italy (Naples American HS) 
44 B.J. Goodson LB *Sr. 6-1 250 Lamar, S.C. (Lamar HS) 
73 Joe Gore OT *Gr. 6-6 300 Lake Waccamaw, N.C. (East Columbus HS) 
71 Noah Green OL Fr. 6-5 285 Boiling Springs, S.C. (Boiling Springs HS) 
15 T.J. Green SI Jr. 6-3 205 Sylacauga, Ala. (Sylacauga HS) 
87 D.J. Greenlee TE *So. 6-2 245 Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
39 Christian Groomes PK/P *Fr. 5-10 185 Central, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
57 Jay Guillermo OL Yr. 6-3 325 Maryville, Tenn. (Maryville HS) 
35 Quintin Hall LB Sr. 6-0 225 Piedmont, S.C. (Wren HS) 
51 Taylor Hearn OL *Fr. 6-5 330 Williston, S.C. (Williston-Elko HS) 
5 Germone Hopper WR “Jr. 6-0 180 Charlotte, N.C. (Phillip O. Berry Academy of Technology) 
92 Greg Huegel PK *Fr. 5-11 185 Blythewood, S.C. (Blythewood HS) 
67 Albert Huggins DT Fr. 6-4 295 Orangeburg, S.C. (Orangeburg-Wilkinson HS) 
75 Mitch Hyatt OT Fr. 6-5 295 Suwanee, Ga. (North Gwinnett HS) 


NO. NAME POS. CL. HT. WT. HOMETOWN (PREVIOUS SCHO 
10 Tucker Israel QB Fr. 5-11 195 Orlando, Fla. (Lake Nona HS) 
14 Denzel Johnson CB Fr. 6-O 200 Columbia, S.C. (A.C. Flora HS) 
18 Jadar Johnson S Jr. 6-1 205 Orangeburg, S.C. (Orangeburg-Wilkinson HS) 
93 Sterling Johnson DE Fr. 6-4 295 Clayton, N.C. (Cleveland HS) 
34 Kendall Joseph LB *Fr. 6-O 230 Belton, S.C. (Belton-Honea Path HS) 
1 Jayron Kearse S Jr. 6-5 220 Fort Myers, Fla. (South Fort Myers HS) 
90 Shaq Lawson DE Jr. 6-3 270 Central, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
16 Jordan Leggett TE Jr. 6-5 255 Navarre, Fla. (Navarre HS) 
78 Eric Mac Lain OG *Gr. 6-5 315 Hope Mills, N.C. Jack Britt HS) 
88 Sean Mac Lain WR Jr. 6-4 210 Hope Mills, N.C. Jack Britt HS) 
46 Jarvis Magwood LB *Fr. 6-0 215 Greenville, S.C. (James F. Byrnes HS) 
59 Collins Mauldin DE *Gr. 6-1 240 Rock Hill, S.C. (Northwestern HS) 
34 Ray-Ray McCloud WR Fr. 5-10 180 Tampa, Fla. (Sickles HS) 
69 Maverick Morris OG *So. 6-5 300 Broxton, Ga. (Coffee HS) 
19 Tanner Muse S) Fr. 6-2 230 Belmont, N.C. (South Point HS) 
58 Ryan Norton OL *Gr. 6-3 285 Simpsonville, S.C. (Mauldin HS) 
6 Dorian O’Daniel LB *So. 6-1 215 Olney, Md. (Our Lady of Good Counsel HS) 
56 Scott Pagano DT *So. 6-3 295 Honolulu, Hawaii (Moanalua HS) 
19 Charone Peake WR *Gr. 6-3 215 Moore, S.C. (Dorman HS) 
70 Seth Penner OG Fr. 6-3 320 Naples, Fla. (First Baptist Academy) 
52 Connor Prevost LB *So. 6-O 220 Raleigh, N.C. (Cardinal Gibbons HS) 
48 D.J. Reader DT Sr. 6-3 325 Greensboro, N.C. (Grimsley HS) 
45 Chris Register DE ‘*Fr. 6-2 245 Browns Summit, N.C. (Dudley HS) 
13. Hunter Renfrow WR/P *Fr. 5-10 175 Myrtle Beach, S.C. (Socastee HS) 
80 Milan Richard TE ‘*Fr. 6-2 250 Savannah, Ga. (Calvary Day School) 
54 Zach Riggs OL *So. 6-5 275 Greer, S.C. (J.L. Mann HS) 
50  Jabril Robinson DT *Fr. 6-2 280 Leland, N.C. (North Brunswick HS) 
85 Dane Rogers DE *So. 6-3 275 Shelby, N.C. (Crest HS) 
85 Seth Ryan WR *So. 6-0 175 Summit, N.J. (Summit HS) 
12 Nick Schuessler QB ‘Jr. 6-3 200 Grayson, Ga. (Grayson HS) 
3 Artavis Scott WR So. 5-11 190 Clearwater, Fla. (East Lake HS) 
37 Cameron Scott S  *Fr. 5-10 205 Florence, S.C. (Wilson HS) 
81 Stanton Seckinger TE *Gr. 6-5 235 Isle of Palms, S.C. (Porter-Gaud School) 
84 Cannon Smith TE *Fr. 6-5 260 Columbia, S.C. (Hammond School) 
43 Chad Smith LB Fr. 6-4 235 Sterling, Va. (Dominion HS) 
23 Van Smith Ss Fr. 6-O 190 Charlotte, N.C. (William Amos Hough HS) 
47 Alex Spence PK *Fr. 6-1 190 Florence, S.C. (West Florence HS) 
52 Austin Spence LS Fr. 6-2 195 Florence, S.C. (West Florence HS) 
65 Daniel Stone OT Sr. 6-5 285 Simpsonville, S.C. (Southside Christian School) 


25 Cordrea Tankersley CB Jr. 6-1 195 Beech Island, S.C. (Silver Bluff HS) 


59 Bradley Tatko LS *So. 6-0 225 Greenwood, S.C. (Greenwood HS) 
32 Andy Teasdall P ‘Jr. 5-11 190 Winston-Salem, N.C. (R.J. Reynolds HS) 
86 Ty Thomason WR Fr. 5-10 210 Greenville, S.C. (Eastside HS) 


Trevion Thompson WR *Fr. 6-2 200 Durham, N.C. (Hillside HS) 


72 Logan Tisch OL Fr. 6-2 290 Chapel Hill, N.C. (Chapel Hill HS) 

38 Amir Trapp CB Fr. 5-8 155 Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

79 Harrison Tucker OL *Sr. 6-4 325 Ninety Six, S.C. (Ninety Six HS) 

94 Carlos Watkins DT ‘Jr. 6-3 300 Mooresboro, N.C. (Chase HS) 

4 Deshaun Watson QB So. 6-2 210 Gainesville, Ga. (Gainesville HS) 

12 Korrin Wiggins S Jr. 6-0 200 Durham, N.C. (Hillside HS) 

42 Christian Wilkins DT Fr. 6-4 315 Springfield, Mass. (Suffield [Conn.] Academy) 
44 Garrett Williams TE Fr. 6-2 235 Orlando, Fla. (The First Academy) 

30 Jalen Williams LB Fr. 5-9 225 Columbia, S.C. (Blythewood HS) 

7 Mike Williams WR Jr. 6-4 220 Vance, S.C. (Lake Marion HS) 


255 Lauderdale Lakes, Fla. (University School of Nova 


49 Richard Yeargin DE ‘*Fr 6-3 Southeastern University) 


*spent one season as a redshirt player 
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THE BEST IN DEFENSE HAS A GREAT NEW OFFENSE 


It’s not enough to just rely on your defense—you need to actively seek out and eliminate 
online threats before they get to you. That’s active protection and it’s changing the game. 


‘ Norton 


Learn more at Norton.com by Symantec 
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TIGERS NUMERICAL ROSTER 


NO. NAME 
‘l Jayron Kearse S$ Jig (es) P2L0) 
1 Trevion Thompson WR *Fr. 6-2 200 


2 Mackensie Alexander CB *So. 5-11 195 


2 Kelly Bryant QB Fr. 6-3 215 
3 Artavis Scott WR So. 5-11 190 
4 Deshaun Watson QB So. 6-2 210 
5 Germone Hopper WR “Jr. 6-0 180 
6 Dorian O’Daniel LB *So. 6-1 215 
i Mike Williams WR Jr. 6-4 220 
9 Wayne Gallman RB *So. 6-1 215 
10 Ben Boulware LB Jr. 5-11 240 
10 ‘Tucker Israel QB Fr. 5-11 195 
1 Travis Blanks LB “Jr. 6-1 210 
1 Shadell Bell WR Fr. 6-2 200 
12 Korrin Wiggins Ss Jr. 6-0 200 
12 Nick Schuessler QB “Jr. 6-3 200 


iS} Hunter Renfrow WR/P *Fr. 5-10 175 


14 Denzel Johnson CB Fr. 6-0 200 


15 T.J. Green Ss Jr. 6-3 205 
16 Jordan Leggett TE Jr 6-5 255 
7 Jefferie Gibson S ‘*Fr. 6-4 200 
18 Jadar Johnson S Jr 6-1 205 
18 James Barnes QB Fr 6-1) 175) 
19 Charone Peake WR *Gr. 6-3 215 
19 Tanner Muse Ss Fr. 6-2 230 
20 Kaleb Chalmers CB Fr. 5-11 180 


21 C.J. Davidson RB *Gr. 5-10 200 
21 Adrian Baker CB *So. 6-0 180 
22 Tyshon Dye RB *So. 6-0 215 
23 Van Smith Ss Fr. 6-0 190 
24 ~~ Zac Brooks RB Sr. 6-1 200 
24 Mark Fields CB Fr. 5-10 195 


25 Cordrea Tankersley CB Jr 6-1) 195 
26 Adam Choice RB So. 5-9 215 
27 C.J. Fuller RB *Fr. 5-10 210 
29 Marcus Edmond CB *So. 6-0 170 
30 Jalen Williams EBD Er, 95:9) 225 
31 Ryan Carter CB *So. 5-9 175 
32 Andy Teasdall PP Wh, srl iO 
32 Kyle Cote Ss Fr. 5-10 170 
33 J.D. Davis EBD Ft 16-1) 225: 
34 — Ray-Ray McCloud WR Fr. 5-10 180 
34 Kendall Joseph Sehr 6-Cme2cO. 
35 Quintin Hall LB Sr. 6-0 225 
37 Judah Davis EBS Fr 16-1) 230 
37 Cameron Scott S  *Fr. 5-10 205 
38 Brennan Goodnature RB *Sr. 5-11 205 
38 Amir Trapp CB Fr. 5-8 155 
39 Jordan Bianchi WR *Sr. 6-6 215 


39 Christian Groomes PK/P *Fr. 5-10 185 


40 Roderick Byers DI *Sr. 6-4 295 
40 = Jaquarius Brice DE *So. 6-1 215 
4 T.J. Burrell EB 6-08 215 


42 — Christian Wilkins DT Fr. 6-4 315 
43 Chad Smith EBS ht 16-45 2235. 
44 BJ. Goodson LB 4AtSr6-19 256 
44 Garrett Williams TE eh reG-205-235 


45 Chris Register DES breO-20e245 


HT. WT. HOMETOWN (PREVIOUS SCHO: 


Fort Myers, Fla. (South Fort Myers HS) 
Durham, N.C. (Hillside HS) 
Immokalee, Fla. (Immokalee HS) 
Calhoun Falls, S.C. (Wren HS) 
Clearwater, Fla. (East Lake HS) 
Gainesville, Ga. (Gainesville HS) 


Charlotte, N.C. (Phillip O. Berry 
Academy of Technology) 


Olney, Md. (Our Lady of Good Counsel HS) 
Vance, S.C. (Lake Marion HS) 

Loganville, Ga. (Grayson HS) 

Anderson, S.C. (T.L. Hanna HS) 

Orlando, Fla. (Lake Nona HS) 

Tallahassee, Fla. (North Florida Christian School) 
Decatur, Ga. (Columbia HS) 

Durham, N.C. (Hillside HS) 

Grayson, Ga. (Grayson HS) 

Myrtle Beach, S.C. (Socastee HS) 

Columbia, S.C. (A.C. Flora HS) 

Sylacauga, Ala. (Sylacauga HS) 

Navarre, Fla. (Navarre HS) 

Hope Mills, N.C. (Gray’s Creek HS) 
Orangeburg, S.C. (Orangeburg-Wilkinson HS) 
Sumter, S.C. (Sumter HS) 

Moore, S.C. (Dorman HS) 

Belmont, N.C. (South Point HS) 

Greenwood, S.C. (Greenwood HS) 


Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


Hallandale, Fla. (Chaminade-Madonna 
College Preparatory) 


Elberton, Ga. (Elbert County Comprehensive HS) 
Charlotte, N.C. (William Amos Hough HS) 
Jonesboro, Ark. (Jonesboro Senior HS) 
Charlotte, N.C. (William Amos Hough HS) 
Beech Island, S.C. (Silver Bluff HS) 
Thomasville, Ga. (Thomas County Central HS) 
Easley, S.C. (Easley HS) 

Hopkins, S.C. (Lower Richland HS) 

Columbia, S.C. (Blythewood HS) 

Grayson, Ga. (Grayson HS) 

Winston-Salem, N.C. (R.J. Reynolds HS) 

Six Mile, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

Tampa, Fla. (Sickles HS) 

Belton, S.C. (Belton-Honea Path HS) 
Piedmont, S.C. (Wren HS) 

Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

Florence, S.C. (Wilson HS) 

Naples, Italy (Naples American HS) 

Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

Greer, S.C. (Riverside HS) 

Central, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

Rock Hill, S.C. (Northwestern HS) 

Lancaster, S.C. (Lancaster HS) 

Goose Creek, S.C. (Goose Creek HS) 
Springfield, Mass. (Suffield (Conn.) Academy) 
Sterling, Va. (Dominion HS) 

Lamar, S.C. (Lamar HS) 

Orlando, Fla. (The First Academy) 


Browns Summit, N.C. (Dudley HS) 


NO. NAME HT. WT. HOMETOWN (PREVIOUS SCHOO: 
46 Jarvis Magwood LB *Fr. 6-O 215 Greenville, S.C. (James F. Byrnes HS) 
47 Alex Spence PK *Fr. 6-1 190 Florence, S.C. (West Florence HS) 
48 D.J. Reader DT Sr. 6-3 325 Greensboro, N.C. (Grimsley HS) 
49 Richard Yeargin DE *Fr. 63 255 euch School of Nova 
49 Beau Brown S *Sr. 6-0 195 Beaufort, S.C. (Beaufort HS) 
50 Jabril Robinson DT *Fr. 6-2 280 Leland, N.C. (North Brunswick HS) 
50 Justin Falcinelli OL “*Fr. 6-3 305 Middletown, Md. (Middletown HS) 
51 Taylor Hearn OL *Fr. 6-5 330 Williston, S.C. (Williston-Elko HS) 
52 Connor Prevost LB *So. 6-O 220 Raleigh, N.C. (Cardinal Gibbons HS) 
52 Austin Spence LS Fr. 6-2 195 Florence, S.C. (West Florence HS) 
53 Martin Aiken LB “Jr. 6-2 225 Smoaks, S.C. (Bamberg-Ehrhardt HS) 
54 Zach Riggs OL *So. 6-5 275 Greer, S.C. J.L. Mann HS) 
55: Tyrone Crowder OG *So. 6-2 330 Marston, N.C. (Richmond Senior HS) 
56 Scott Pagano DT *So. 6-3 295 Honolulu, Hawaii (Moanalua HS) 
yf Jay Guillermo OL “Jr. 6-3 325 Maryville, Tenn. (Maryville HS) 
58 Ryan Norton OL *Gr. 6-3 285 Simpsonville, S.C. (Mauldin HS) 
59 Collins Mauldin DE *Gr. 6-1 240 Rock Hill, S.C. (Northwestern HS) 
59 Bradley Tatko LS *So. 6-0 225 Greenwood, S.C. (Greenwood HS) 
60 Kelby Bevelle DE *So. 6-4 260 Apopka, Fla. (Apopka HS) 
61 William Cockerill OT Sr. 6-6 270 Sumter, S.C. (Sumter HS) 
61 David Estes LS “Jr. 6-1 200 Mauldin, S.C. (St. Joseph’s Catholic School) 
62 Kaleb Bevelle DE *So. 6-4 255 Apopka, Fla. (Apopka HS) 
63 Jake Fruhmorgen OT Fr. 6-6 280 Tampa, Fla. (Plant HS) 
64 Pat Godfrey OL Fr. 6-3 260 Greenlawn, NY. (Harborfields HS) 
65 Daniel Stone OT Sr. 6-5 285 Simpsonville, S.C. (Southside Christian School) 
67 Albert Huggins DT Fr. 6-4 295 Orangeburg, S.C. (Orangeburg-Wilkinson HS) 
69 Maverick Morris OG *So. 6-5 300 Broxton, Ga. (Coffee HS) 
70 Seth Penner OG Fr. 6-3 320 Naples, Fla. (First Baptist Academy) 
71 Noah Green OL Fr. 6-5 285 Boiling Springs, S.C. (Boiling Springs HS) 
72 Logan Tisch OL Fr. 6-2 290 Chapel Hill, N.C. (Chapel Hill HS) 
18) Joe Gore OT *Gr. 6-6 300 Lake Waccamaw, N.C. (East Columbus HS) 
715 Mitch Hyatt OT Fr. 6-5 295 Suwanee, Ga. (North Gwinnett HS) 
76 Jim Brown LS *Gr. 6-4 235 Walterboro, S.C. (Pinewood Prep School) 
77 Zach Giella Cc Fr. 6-5 295 Lincolnton, Ga. (Augusta Christian Schools) 
78 Eric Mac Lain OG *Gr. 6-5 315 Hope Mills, N.C. Jack Britt HS) 
79 Harrison Tucker OL *Sr. 6-4 325 Ninety Six, S.C. (Ninety Six HS) 
80 Milan Richard TE *Fr. 6-2 250 Savannah, Ga. (Calvary Day School) 
81 Stanton Seckinger TE *Gr. 6-5 235 Isle of Palms, S.C. (Porter-Gaud School) 
82 Adrien Dunn WR *So. 5-7 175 Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
83 Jesse Fisher TE Fr. 6-4 215 Travelers Rest, S.C. (Anderson HS) 
84 Cannon Smith TE *Fr. 6-5 260 Columbia, S.C. (Hammond School) 
85 Dane Rogers DE *So. 6-3 275 Shelby, N.C. (Crest HS) 
85 Seth Ryan WR *So. 6-0 175 Summit, N.J. (Summit HS) 
86 Ty Thomason WR Fr. 5-10 210 Greenville, S.C. (Eastside HS) 
87 D.J. Greenlee TE *So. 6-2 245 Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
88 Sean Mac Lain WR Jr. 6-4 210 Hope Mills, N.C. Jack Britt HS) 
90 Shaq Lawson DE Jr. 6-3 270 Central, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
91 Austin Bryant DE Fr. 6-4 265 Pavo, Ga. (Thomas County Central HS) 
92 Greg Huegel PK *Fr. 5-11 185 Blythewood, S.C. (Blythewood HS) 
93 Sterling Johnson DE Fr. 6-4 295 Clayton, N.C. (Cleveland HS) 
94 Carlos Watkins DT ‘Jr. 6-3 300 Mooresboro, N.C. (Chase HS) 
95 Gage Cervenka DT Fr. 6-3 305 Greenwood, S.C. (Emerald HS) 
96 Michael Batson P Fr. 5-10 200 Central, S.C. (Christ Church Episcopal School) 
98 Kevin Dodd DE ‘wr. 6-5 275 Taylors, S.C. (Riverside HS) 
99 Clelin Ferrell DE Fr. 6-5 255 Richmond, Va. (Benedictine HS) 


*spent one season as a redshirt player 
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CRIMSON TIDE NUMERICAL ROSTER 


NO. NAME POS. CL. HT. WT. HOMETOWN (PREVIO! NO. NAME POS. CL. HT. WT. HOMETOWN (PREVIOUS SCHOO 

2 Derrick Henry RB Jr. 6-3 242 Yulee, Fla. (Yulee) 42 Keith Holcombe LB Fr. 6-4 223 Tuscaloosa, Ala. (Hillcrest) 

3 Bradley Sylve DB Sr. 6-0 180 Port Sulphur, La. (South Plaquemines) 46 Michael Nysewander iS Sr. 6-1 237 Hoover, Ala. (Hoover) 

3. Calvin Ridley WR Fr. 6-1. 188 Coconut Creek, Fla. (Monarch) 47 Christian Miller LB Fr. 6-4 213 Columbia, S.C. (Spring Valley) 

4 Daylon Charlot WR Fr. 6-0 195 Patterson, La. (Patterson) 48 Mekhi Brown LB Fr. 6-5 240 Columbus, Ga. (Carver) 

4 Eddie Jackson DB Jr. 6-0 194 Lauderdale Lakes, Fla. (Boyd Anderson) 50 Alphonse Taylor OL Jr. 6-5 325 Mobile, Ala. (Davidson) 

5 Ronnie Clark RB Fr. 6-2 228 Calera, Ala. (Calera) 54  Dalvin Tomlinson DL Jr. 6-3 294 McDonough, Ga. (Henry County) 

5 Cyrus Jones DB Sr. 5-10 196 Baltimore, Md. (Gilman) 55 Cole Mazza SN Jr. 6-2 240 Bakersfield, Calif. (Liberty) 

6 Blake Barnett QB Fr. 6-5 200 Corona, Calif. (Santiago) 56 Brandon Kennedy OL Fr. 6-3 290 Wetumpka, Ala. (Wetumpka) 

6 Laurence “Hootie” Jones DB So. 6-2 219 Monroe, La. (Neville) 56 Tim Williams LB Jr. 6-4 230 Baton Rouge, La. (University Lab) 

7 Cam Sims WR So. 6-5 209 Monroe, La. (Ouachita Parish) 57 D.J. Pettway DL Sr. 6-3 270 Pensacola, Fla. (Catholic/E. Mississippi CC) 

9  Da’Shawn Hand DL So. 6-4 273 Woodbridge, Va. (Woodbridge) 58/89 Brandon Greene OL/TE Jr. 6-5 300 Ellenwood, Ga. (Cedar Grove) 

9 Bo Scarbrough RB Fr. 6-2 240 Northport, Ala. (Tuscaloosa County) 58 Alex Harrelson SN Sr. 6-0 234 Vestavia Hills, Ala. (Vestavia Hills) 

10 Reuben Foster LB Ute 6-1 240 Auburn, Ala. (Auburn) 59 Dallas Warmack OL Fr. 6-2 297 Atlanta, Ga. (Mays) 

11 Alec Morris QB Jr. 6-3 233 Allen, Texas (Allen) 63 J.C. Hassenauer OL So. 6-2 295 Woodbury, Minn. (East Ridge) 

11 Kendall Sheffield DB Fr. 6-0 185 Missouri City, Texas (Fort Bend Marshall) 66 Lester Cotton fely Fr. 6-4 315 Tuscaloosa, Ala. (Central) 

12 David Cornwell QB Fr. 6-5 221 Norman, Okla. (Norman North) 67 Josh Casher OL Fr. 6-1 294 Mobile, Ala. (St. Paul's) 

13 ArDarius Stewart WR So. 6-1 204 Fultondale, Ala. (Fultondale) 68 Isaac Luatua OL Sr. 6-2 315 La Mirada, Calif. (La Mirada) 

14 Jake Coker QB Sr. 6-5 232 Mobile, Ala. (St. Paul’s (Florida State) 69 Joshua Frazier DL So. 6-4 315 Springdale, Ark. (Har-Ber) 

15 Ronnie Harrison DB Fr. 6-3 218 Tallahassee, Fla. (FSU University School) 70 Ryan Kelly OL Sr. 6-5 297 West Chester, Ohio (Lakota West) 

15 JK Scott P So. 6-5 198 Denver, Colo. (Mullen) 71 Ross Pierschbacher OL Fr. 6-4 298 Cedar Falls, lowa (Cedar Falls) 

16 Richard Mullaney WR Sr. 6-3 208 Thousand Oaks, Calif. (Thousand Oaks/Oregon State) 72 Richie Petitbon OL Fr. 6-4 315 Annapolis, Md. (Gonzaga) 

17 Kenyan Drake RB Sr. 6-1 210 Powder Springs, Ga. (Hillgrove) 74 Cam Robinson OL So. 6-6 326 Monroe, La. (West Monroe) 

17 Adonis Thomas LB Fr. 6-2 228 Lawrenceville, Ga. (Central Gwinnett) 75 Bradley Bozeman OL So. 6-5 320 Roanoke, Ala. (Handley) 

18 Keaton Anderson LB Fr. 6-1 220 Florence, Ala. (Florence) 76 Dominick Jackson OL Sr. 6-6 315 Cupertino, Calif. (Homestead/College of San Mateo) 
18 Cooper Bateman QB So. 6-3 220 Murray, Utah (Cottonwood) 77 Matt Womack OL Fr. 6-7 315 Hernando, Miss. (Magnolia Heights) 

19 Reggie Ragland LB Sr. 6-2 252 Madison, Ala. (Bob Jones) 78 Korren Kirven OL Jr. 6-4 300 Lynchburg, Va. (Brookville) 

20 Shaun Dion Hamilton LB So. 6-0 229 Montgomery, Ala. (Carver) 80 Raheem Falkins WR Jr. 6-4 210 New Orleans, La. (G.W. Carver) 

21 Maurice Smith DB Jr. 6-0 199 Sugar Land, Texas (Fort Bend Dulles) 81 Derek Kief WR Fr. 6-4 198 Cincinnati, Ohio (La Salle) 

22 Ryan Anderson LB Jr. 6-2 249 Daphne, Ala. (Daphne) 83 Ty Flournoy-Smith iE Sr. 6-3 247 Moultrie, Ga. (Colquitt County/Georgia/Ga. Military) 
23 Deionte Thompson WR Fr. 6-2 183 Orange, Texas (West Orange-Stark) 84 Hale Hentges UWE Fr. 6-5 235 Jefferson City, Mo. (Helias) 

23 Jabriel Washington DB Sr. 5-11 182 Jackson, Tenn. (Trinity Christian Academy) 86 A’Shawn Robinson DL Jr. 6-4 312 Fort Worth, Texas (Arlington Heights) 

24 Geno Matias-Smith DB Sr. 6-0 196 Atlanta, Ga. (St. Pius X) 87 Parker Barrineau WR Sr. 6-0 184 Northport, Ala. (American Christian Academy) 
25 Dillon Lee LB Sr. 6-4 242 Buford, Ga. (Buford) 88 O.J. Howard TE Jr 6-6 242 Prattville, Ala. (Autauga Academy) 

26 Marlon Humphrey DB Fr. 6-1 192 Hoover, Ala. (Hoover) 90 Jarran Reed DL Sr. 6-4 313 Goldsboro, N.C. (Goldsboro/Hargrave/E. Mississippi CC) 
27 Shawn Burgess-Becker DB Fr. 6-1 205 Coconut Creek, Fla. (Monarch) 91 OJ. Smith DL Fr. 6-2 308 Bossier City, La. (Airline) 

28 Anthony Averett DB So. 6-0 180 Woodbury, N.J. (Woodbury) 93 Jonathan Allen DL Jr. 6-3 283 Leesburg, Va. (Stone Bridge) 

29 Minkah Fitzpatrick DB Fr. 6-1 195 Old Bridge, N.J. (St. Peter’s Prep) 94 Dakota Ball us Jr. 6-3 254 Lindale, Ga. (Pepperell) 

30 Denzel Devall LB Sr. 6-2 252 Bastrop, La. (Bastrop) 94 Da’Ron Payne DL Fr. 6-2 315 Birmingham, Ala. (Shades Valley) 

31 Xavian Marks RB Fr. 5-8 161 Rosenberg, Texas (George Ranch) 95 Darren Lake DL Sr. 6-3 315 York, Ala. (Sumter Central) 

32 Rashaan Evans LB So. 6-3 225 Auburn, Ala. (Auburn) 96 Gunnar Raborn PK So. 5-9 187 Lafayette, La. (St. Thomas More) 

33 Derrick Gore RB So. 5-11 210 Syracuse, NY. (Milford Academy/Coffeyville CC) 99 Adam Griffith PK Jr. 5-10 192 Calhoun, Ga. (Calhoun) 

34 Damien Harris RB Fr. 5-11 205 Berea, Ky. (Madison Southern) 

35 Walker Jones LB So. 6-2 240 Germantown, Tenn. (Evangelical Christian) 

36 Johnny Dwight TE Fr. 6-3 300 Rochelle, Ga. (Wilcox County) 

40 Joshua McMillon LB Fr. 6-3 240 Memphis, Tenn. (Whitehaven) 
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OF HIGHER EDUCATION 


A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE, ON AND OFF THE PLAYING FIELD 


At The University of Alabama, we are proud of our championship football team and all it has 
accomplished this season. Success at UA comes from a long-standing commitment 
to excellence—in athletics, as well as academics, research and service. 


e UA is consistently ranked among the top public universities in the nation by U.S. News 
and World Report. 


e We are ranked among the top 100 public universities in Kiplinger's annual list of colleges 
and universities that combine great academics and affordable tuition. 


e A total of 45 Goldwater, 30 Hollings, 15 Rhodes, 14 Truman and six Boren Scholars have 
come from UA. 


e UA is a leader among public universities nationwide in the enrollment of National Merit 
Scholars with more than 600 currently enrolled. 


Come see why The University of Alabama is the fastest growing flagship university in the nation. 
There is no place like UA. 


GOBAMA.UA.EDU 
THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA* 


CRIMSON TIDE ALPHABETICAL ROSTER 


NO. NAME 
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Jonathan Allen 
Blaine Anderson 
Keaton Anderson 
Ryan Anderson 
Anthony Averett 
Dakota Ball 

Blake Barnett 
Parker Barrineau 
Cooper Bateman 
Nolan Boatner 
Bradley Bozeman 
Mekhi Brown 
Hunter Bryant 
Shawn Burgess-Becker 
Gussie Busch 
Josh Casher 
Daylon Charlot 
Ronnie Clark 

Jake Coker 

David Cornwell 
Lester Cotton 
Paden Crowder 
David D’‘Amico 
Will Davis 

Denzel Devall 
Kenyan Drake 
Johnny Dwight 
Lawrence Erekosima 
Rashaan Evans 
Raheem Falkins 
Minkah Fitzpatrick 
Ty Flournoy-Smith 
Reuben Foster 
Robert Foster 
Joshua Frazier 
Derrick Garnett 
Derrick Gore 


Bo Grant 


58/89 Brandon Greene 
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20 
Q 
58 
34 


38 
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Adam Griffith 
Shaun Dion Hamilton 
Da’Shawn Hand 
Alex Harrelson 
Damien Harris 
Truett Harris 
Ronnie Harrison 
J.C. Hassenauer 
Derrick Henry 
Hale Hentges 
Stephen Hodge 
Keith Holcombe 
O.J. Howard 
Marlon Humphrey 


Dominick Jackson 


Eddie Jackson 
Anfernee Jennings 
Austin Johnson 
Bernel Jones 


Cyrus Jones 


Pos. 


OL/TE 


DB 


alr 


Jr. 
Fr. 


Jr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Fe 


Sr. 


So. 


Fr. 


So. 


Fr. 


So. 


Fr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Fr. 


So. 


So. 


Jr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


So. 
So. 
So. 


So. 


Jr. 
Jr. 


Jr. 


So. 


So. 


Sr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 


Fr. 


So. 


Jr. 


Fr. 


Sr. 


(Ae 


Jr. 


Fr. 


Sr. 


lke 


Fr. 


Fr. 


Sr. 


Sr. 


HT. WT. HOMETOWN (PREVIOUS SCHOOL) 


6-3 283 
5-10 170 
6-1 220 
6-2 249 
6-0 180 
6-3 254 
6-5 200 
6-0 184 
6-3 220 
6-2 272 
6-5 320 
6-5 240 
6-5 222 
6-1 205 
5-11 205 
6-1 294 
195 
6-2 228 
6-5 232 
6-5 221 

6-4 315 
6-3 208 
6-0 211 

6-5 315 
6-2 252 
6-1 210 
6-3 300 
5-7 175 

6-3 225 
6-4 210 
6-1 195 
6-3 247 
6-1 240 
6-2 194 
6-4 315 
6-1 250 
5-11 210 
6-2 195 
6-5 300 
5-10 192 
229 
6-4 273 
234 
205 
6-3 220 
6-3 218 
6-2 295 
6-3 242 
6-5 235 
6-2 254 
6-4 223 
6-6 242 


6-1 192 


6-6 315 


194 
6-3 255 


6-2 190 


Leesburg, Va. (Stone Bridge) 

Charlotte, N.C. (Myers Park) 

Florence, Ala. (Florence) 

Daphne, Ala. (Daphne) 

Woodbury, N.J. (Woodbury) 

Lindale, Ga. (Pepperell) 

Corona, Calif. (Santiago) 

Northport, Ala. (American Christian Academy) 
Murray, Utah (Cottonwood) 

Gadsden, Ala. (Gadsden City) 

Roanoke, Ala. (Handley) 

Columbus, Ga. (Carver) 

Roswell, Ga. (Fellowship Christian School) 
Coconut Creek, Fla. (Monarch) 

St. Louis, Mo. (Priory) 

Mobile, Ala. (St. Paul’s) 

Patterson, La. (Patterson) 

Calera, Ala. (Calera) 

Mobile, Ala. (St. Paul’s/Florida State) 
Norman, Okla. (Norman North) 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. (Central) 

Vestavia Hills, Ala. (Vestavia Hills) 
Birmingham, Ala. (Vestavia Hills) 
Letohatchee, Ala. (Fort Dale Academy) 
Bastrop, La. (Bastrop) 

Powder Springs, Ga. (Hillgrove) 
Rochelle, Ga. (Wilcox County) 
Simpsonville, S.C. (Clinton) 

Auburn, Ala. (Auburn) 

New Orleans, La. (G.W. Carver) 

Old Bridge, N.J. (St. Peter’s Prep) 
Moultrie, Ga. (Colquitt County/Ga. Military) 
Auburn, Ala. (Auburn) 

Monaca, Pa. (Central Valley) 

Springdale, Ark. (Har-Ber) 

Tuscaloosa, Ala. (Holy Spirit) 

Syracuse, N.Y. (Milford Academy/Coffeyville CC) 
Valley, Ala. (Valley) 

Ellenwood, Ga. (Cedar Grove) 

Calhoun, Ga. (Calhoun) 

Montgomery, Ala. (Carver) 
Woodbridge, Va. (Woodbridge) 

Vestavia Hills, Ala. (Vestavia Hills) 

Berea, Ky. (Madison Southern) 
Brentwood, Tenn. (Brentwood) 
Tallahassee, Fla. (FSU University School) 
Woodbury, Minn. (East Ridge) 

Yulee, Fla. (Yulee) 

Jefferson City, Mo. (Helias) 

Akron, Ala. (Hale County) 

Tuscaloosa, Ala. (Hillcrest) 

Prattville, Ala. (Autauga Academy) 
Hoover, Ala. (Hoover) 

Cupertino, Calif. (Homestead College of San Mateo) 
Lauderdale Lakes, Fla. (Boyd Anderson) 
Dadeville, Ala. (Dadeville) 

Elba, Ala. (Elba) 

Montgomery, Ala. Jefferson Davis) 


Baltimore, Md. (Gilman) 


NO. NAME 
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35 
70 


31 


Laurence “Hootie” Jones 
Walker Jones 

Ryan Kelly 
Brandon Kennedy 
Derek Kief 

Korren Kirven 
Darren Lake 

Dillon Lee 

Jake Long 

Isaac Luatua 

Torin Marks 

Xavian Marks 
Geno Matias-Smith 
Cole Mazza 
Joshua MeMillon 
Christian Miller 
Brandon Moore 
Alec Morris 

Jamey Mosley 
Richard Mullaney 
Michael Nysewander 
Jacob Parker 
Da’Ron Payne 
Richie Petitbon 
D.J. Pettway 

Ross Pierschbacher 
Chris Posa 

Cedric Powell 
Armani Purifoye 
Gunnar Raborn 
Reggie Ragland 
Jarran Reed 
Jonathan Rice 
Calvin Ridley 
AShawn Robinson 
Cam Robinson 

Bo Scarbrough 

JK Scott 

Kendall Sheffield 
Cam Sims 

Maurice Smith 

O.J. Smith 

Nate Staskelunas 
ArDarius Stewart 
Bradley Sylve 
Alphonse Taylor 
Adonis Thomas 
Deionte Thompson 
Dalvin Tomlinson 
Brandon Turner 
Levi Wallace 

Dallas Warmack 
Jabriel Washington 
Tim Williams 
JaMichael Willis 
Matt Womack 


Thomas Woods 


Pos. Ci 
DB So. 
LB So. 
OL Sr. 
OL Fr. 
WR ae 
OL Jr. 
DL Sr. 
LB Sr. 
DL ue 
OL Sr. 
WR Fr. 
RB Fr. 
DB Sr. 
SN Jr. 
LB ng 
LB Fr. 
OL Sr. 
QB OJ. 
LB Fr. 
WR Sr. 
TE Sr. 
TE So. 
DL Fr. 
OL Fr. 
DL Sr. 
OL Ete 
OL Jr. 
DB So 
WR __ So. 
PK So. 
LB Sr. 
DL Sr. 
WR Fr. 
WR Ete 
DL Jr. 
OL So. 
RB Fr. 
P So. 
DB Fr. 
WR _ So. 
DB Jr. 
DL Re 
DB Jr. 
WR So. 
DB Sr. 
OL Jr. 
LB Fr. 
WR Fr. 
DL Jr. 
RB So. 
DB So 
OL Fr. 
DB Sr. 
LB Jr. 
WR Jr. 
OL Fr. 
WR _ So. 


HT. WT. HOMETOWN (PREVIOUS SCHOOL) 


6-2 
6-2 
6-5 
6-3 
6-4 
6-4 
6-3 
6-4 
5-9 


6-2 


5-11 


5-11 


6-7 


5-6 


219 
240 
297 
290 
198 
300 
315 
242 
226 
315, 
170 
161 
196 
240 
240 
213 
251 
233 
221 
208 
237 
218 
315 
315, 
270 
298 
281 
185 
195 
187 
252 
313 
207 
188 
312 
326 
240 
198 
185 
209 
199 
308 
210 
204 
180 
325 
228 
183 
294 
7” 
172 
297 
182 
230 
180 
315 
165 


Monroe, La. (Neville) 

Germantown, Tenn. (Evangelical Christian) 
West Chester, Ohio (Lakota West) 
Wetumpka, Ala. (Wetumpka) 

Cincinnati, Ohio (La Salle) 

Lynchburg, Va. (Brookville) 

York, Ala. (Sumter Central) 

Buford, Ga. (Buford) 

Vestavia Hills, Ala. (Vestavia Hills) 

La Mirada, Calif. (La Mirada) 

Rosenberg, Texas (George Ranch) 
Rosenberg, Texas (George Ranch) 

Atlanta, Ga. (St. Pius X) 

Bakersfield, Calif. (Liberty) 

Memphis, Tenn. (Whitehaven) 

Columbia, S.C. (Spring Valley) 

Cincinnati, Ohio (Hills Christian Academy) 
Allen, Texas (Allen) 

Mobile, Ala. (Theodore) 

Thousand Oaks, Calif. (Thousand Oaks/Oregon State) 
Hoover, Ala. (Hoover) 

Meridianville, Ala. (Westminster Christian) 
Birmingham, Ala. (Shades Valley) 
Annapolis, Md. (Gonzaga) 

Pensacola, Fla. (Pensacola Catholic/E. Mississippi CC) 
Cedar Falls, lowa (Cedar Falls) 

Commerce, Mich. (St. Mary’s Prep) 
Birmingham, Ala. (G.W. Carver) 

Kingsland, Ga. (Camden County) 
Lafayette, La. (St. Thomas More) 

Madison, Ala. (Bob Jones) 

Goldsboro, N.C. (Goldsboro/E. Mississippi CC) 
Madison, Ala. (Bob Jones) 

Coconut Creek, Fla. (Monarch) 

Fort Worth, Texas (Arlington Heights) 
Monroe, La. (West Monroe) 

Northport, Ala. (Tuscaloosa County) 
Denver, Colo. (Mullen) 

Missouri City, Texas (Fort Bend Marshall) 
Monroe, La. (Ouachita Parish) 

Sugar Land, Texas (Fort Bend Dulles) 
Bossier City, La. (Airline) 

Greenville, N.C. (Arendell Parrott Academy) 
Fultondale, Ala. (Fultondale) 

Port Sulphur, La. (South Plaquemines) 
Mobile, Ala. (Davidson) 

Lawrenceville, Ga. (Central Gwinnett) 
Orange, Texas (West Orange-Stark) 
McDonough, Ga. (Henry County) 
Birmingham, Ala. (John Carroll Catholic) 
Tucson, Ariz. (Tucson) 

Atlanta, Ga. (Mays) 

Jackson, Tenn. (Trinity Christian Academy) 
Baton Rouge, La. (University Lab) 
Gardendale, Ala. (Gardendale/Southern Miss) 
Hernando, Miss. (Magnolia Heights) 


Birmingham, Ala. (Vestavia Hills) 
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Tackle any job with the 
versatility of this ladder. 
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The Telescoping Multi-Ladder can be used as a Twin Stepladder, 
Stairway Stepladder, Extension Ladder or 2-Scaffold Bases. 
The most versatile ladder you can own. 


To learn more visit wernerco.com 


WERNER. 


#1 IN LADDERS 
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KEATON ANDERSON 


DAKOTA BALL 
TIGHT ENE 


PARKER BARRINEAU COOPER BATEMAN BRADLEY BOZEMAN 


MEKHI BROWN 


RONNIE CLARK 


RUNNING BACI 


WILL DAVIS 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


RAHEEM FALKINS 
WIDE RECEIVER 
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[= 
0) 


MEET THE CRIMSON TIDE 


MINKAH FITZPATRICK TY FLOURNOY-SMITH 
JEFENSIVE BACK TIGHT EN 


ROBERT FOSTER JOSHUA FRAZIER DERRICK GORE 
:CE JEFE E LINEM/ NNING BAC 


~ 
/ , 
BO GRANT Bkenpen GREENE ADAM GRIFFITH SHAUN DION HAMILTON DA’SHAWN HAND ALEX HARRELSON 


DAMIEN HARRIS TRUETT HARRIS RONNIE HARRISON J.C. HASSENAUER DERRICK HENRY 
UNNIN ACK TIGHT END ENS FENSIVE LINEMAN UNNIN C 


42¥< 


STEPHEN HODGE KEITH HOLCOMBE 0.J. HOWARD MARLON HUMPHREY DOMINICK JACKSON EDDIE JACKSON 
JEFENSIVE LINEMAR LINEBACKEF TIGHT ENI JEFENSIVE BACK ENSIVE LINEMADR :-NSIVE B 


ANFERNEE JENNINGS AUSTIN JOHNSON BERNEL JONES CYRUS JONES LAURENCE “HOOTIE” JONES WALKER JONES 
LINEBACKER WIDE RECEIVER LINEBACKER DEFENSIVE BACk DEFENSIVE BACK LINEBACKER 


MEET THE CRIMSON TIDE 


DARREN LAKE DILLON LEE 


DEFENSIVE LINEMAN IEBAC 


RYAN KELLY BRANDON KENNEDY DEREK KIEF 


XAVIAN MARKS GENO MATIAS-SMITH COLE MAZZA 


RUNNING BACK DEFENSIVE BACK 


JAKE LONG ISAAC LUATUA 


DEFENSIVE LINEMAN OFFENSIVE LINEMAN SNAPPER 


4 re 4 


BRANDON MOORE ALEC MORRIS JAMEY MOSLEY RICHARD MULLANEY 


QUARTERBACK NEBA F WIDE RECEIVER 


JACOB PARKER DA’RON PAYNE RICHIE PETITBON D.J. PETTWAY ROSS PIERSCHBACHER 


TIGHT ENE DEFENSIVE LINEMAN OFFENSIVE LINEMAN DEFENSIVE LINEMAN OFFENSIVE LIP 


CHRIS POSA CEDRIC POWELL ARMANI PURIFOYE GUNNAR RABORN REGGIE RAGLAND JARRAN REED 


OFFENSIVE AN DEFENSIVE BACK WIDE RECEIVER PLACEKICKER INEBACKER DEFENSIVE LINEMAN 
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MEET THE CRIMSON TIDE 


86 


9 YU 


JONATHAN RICE 


CALVIN RIDLEY 
IDE RECEIVER IDE RECE 


A’SHAWN ROBINSON 
VER DEFENSI 


E LINEMA 


CAM ROBINSON 


OFFENSIVE 


BO SCARBROUGH JK SCOTT 


RUNNING BACK PUNTEI 


& 


KENDALL SHEFFIELD 


DEFENSIVE BACK 


CAM SIMS 


WIDE RECEI 


MAURICE SMITH 


0.J. SMITH 


DEFENSIVE LINEMAN DEFENSIVE BACK WIDE RECEIVER 


NATE STASKELUNAS ARDARIUS STEWART 


i 


f 


4 
17 VW 
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BRADLEY SYLVE 
DEFENSIVE BACK 


ALPHONSE TAYLOR 


OFFENSIVE LINEMAN 


ADONIS THOMAS 


LINEBACKER 


DEIONTE THOMPSON DALVIN TOMLINSON 


RECEIVER DEFENSIVE LINEMAN 


29 BW 


56 


BRANDON TURNER 


RUNNING BACK 


LEVI WALLACE 
DEFENSIVE BACK 


DALLAS WARMACK 
OFFENSIVE LINEMAN 


TIM WILLIAMS 


LINEBACKER 


JABRIEL WASHINGTON 
DEFENSIVE BACK 


JAMICHAEL WILLIS 
WIDE RECEIVER 


MATT WOMACK 


OFFENSIVE LINEMAN 


THOMAS WOODS 
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UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA: SPIRIT 
L 


THE ALABAMA CRIMSONETTE:! 
AA, ttend any University of Alabama football game and you will 
MAsee its spirit squads entertaining fans and supporting the 
Crimson Tide. The Alabama cheerleaders, dance team, Million 
Dollar Band and lovable mascot Big Al have been a fixture at 
Crimson Tide sporting events throughout the years. 


Alabama spirit squads have seen incredible success lately as the 
coed squad won its third Universal Cheerleaders Association 
national championship in January of 2015, while the all-girl team 
won its first. Alabama is the only school to ever win the Division 
| coed and all-girl title in the same season. 


Alabama has also had the distinct honor of hosting the 
prestigious annual UCA College Camp for the past 20 years. 
With over 1,500 college cheerleaders from across the nation 
attending this past summer, the Tide coed team won the camp’s 
“most collegiate team” award, the all-girl team won the cheer 


competition and Big Al won the leadership award, voted by the 
other mascots for the top program at the camp. 


The Million Dollar Band, comprised of over 400 students 
with various majors and interests, is the largest single organization 
on campus and is an exciting part of the Crimson Tide spirit 
and tradition. 


In addition to their presence at sporting events, the spirit squads 
are a fixture in the Tuscaloosa community at volunteer events 
throughout the year. Recently, the group made a trip to the 
Children’s Hospital in Birmingham to play with the kids, take 
pictures and to get the kids excited about the 2015 football 
season. The group also participated in the College of Continuing 
Studies Tailgate Kickoff and the Yeah Yeah Yeah Yeah 5K to 
benefit Cystic Fibrosis & the Thomas Plott Foundation. 
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— Average Dry Spray rating 4.5 stars on brand websites — 
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»)))) 48-HOUR DRY SPRAY €€€€€ 
GOES ON INSTANTLY DRY FOR A CLEANER FEEL. 
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UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA: 2015 SEASON RECAP 


2016 


SEPTEMBER 5, 2015 


RB LI LOE EIS een 


Running back Derrick Henry rushed 13 times for 147 yards and 
three touchdowns to lead the No. 3 Crimson Tide past No. 20 
Wisconsin, 35-17, in the Advocare Classic at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington, Texas. Henry opened the scoring with a 37-yard 
run in the first quarter to put Alabama ahead, 7-0. He scored 
twice more in the third quarter, including a 56-yard touchdown 
run that put him over 100 yards for the night. Quarterback 
Jake Coker, making his debut as the Crimson Tide’s starting 
quarterback, was an efficient 15-of-21 for 213 yards and one 
touchdown with no turnovers. Cooper Bateman also saw 


lle 


action under center in the second half, finishing 7-for-8 with 
51 yards. Defensively, Alabama was dominant at the line of 
scrimmage, holding the Badgers to only 40 yards rushing on 21 
attempts, an average of 1.9 yards per rush. Linebacker Reggie 
Ragland recorded 12 total tackles, including five solo stops, 
and defensive end Jonathan Allen had two quarterback sacks 
while Alabama defenders broke up seven Badger passes. 


Home Theater With A Lice to Thrill 


TX-NR757 


7.2 Ch Network A/V Receiver 


Onkyo’s THX-certified, TX-NR757 brings outstanding cinema quality sound into your home with 
unmatched power and realism. High-current amplification at 180 watts per channel dynamically 
drives your speakers for reference-level audio from the latest action film, the championship 
game or simply your favorite music. 


HDCP 2.2 


ONKYO onkyousa.com 


Anticioated availability May 2016 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA: 2015 SEASON RECAP 
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GAME 2: VS. 


2°16 


ENNEGSEE > septemser12, 2015 


The second-ranked Crimson Tide opened its 2015 home slate 
in impressive fashion, forcing four turnovers en route to a 37- 
10 victory over visiting Middle Tennessee in front of 98,568 
fans at Bryant-Denny Stadium. After a tight opening quarter of 
action, the Crimson Tide extended a 7-3 lead to a 23-3 halftime 
margin. Quarterback Jake Coker had another solid game, 
hitting wide receiver Robert Foster for a 19-yard touchdown 
to open the scoring. Running back Derrick Henry added 
touchdown runs of 1 and 2 yards in the second quarter, and 
he reached the end zone a third time on a 28-yard burst in the 
third quarter. Quarterback Cooper Bateman recorded his first 
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career touchdown pass, connecting with running back Kenyan 
Drake on a shovel pass for a 14-yard scoring play. Defensively, 
Alabama recovered all three fumbles it forced while also 
getting one interception. Linebacker Reggie Ragland led the 
team in tackles, recording 7.5 stops including six solos. The 
Tide secondary broke up six passes while shutting down an 
explosive offense for the second straight game. 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA: 2015 SEASON RECAP 


SEPTEMBER 19, 2015 


The Crimson Tide could not overcome five turnovers in its SEC 
opener, falling 43-37 to the Ole Miss Rebels in a back-and-forth 
contest in front of a sellout crowd of 101,821 at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium in Tuscaloosa. The opening kickoff set the tone for 
Alabama, as a fumble on the return was recovered by Ole 
Miss which the Rebels converted into three points, the only 
points of the quarter. The Tide evened the score early in the 
second quarter, but two more turnovers allowed the Rebels 


to take advantage of short fields to reach the end zone twice. 
Alabama was playing from behind for the rest of the game, 
twice getting within six points, but unable to complete the 
comeback. Alabama outgained Ole Miss, 503 to 433, but was 
negative-five in turnover margin for the night. 
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GAME 4: VS. ULM 


ALABAMA 34 - ULM O 


» SEPTEMBER 26, 2015 


BRYANT-DENNY STADIUM - TUSCALOOSA, AL 


FRESHMAN WIDE RECEIVER CALVIN RIDLEY SCORED THE FIRST TOUCHDOWN OF HIS CAREER AGAINST THE WARHAWKS. 


THE TIDE REBOUNDS 


SHUTS OUT WARHAWKS, 34-0 


The Crimson Tide shut out the visiting ULM Warhawks by a final 
score of 34-0 in front of 101,323 fans at Bryant-Denny Stadium. 
The Tide opened the scoring late in the first quarter on a three- 
yard run by Derrick Henry. Quarterback Jake Coker found 
freshman wide receiver Calvin Ridley for a touchdown early in 
the second quarter, the first of Ridley’s career. In the second 
half, Alabama put the game away. Placekicker Adam Griffith 
made field goals of 35 and 40 yards, and Coker tossed two 


more touchdowns. Defensively, the Tide dominated ULM, for 
the game allowing a total of 92 yards from scrimmage, the 
fewest yards given up by an Alabama defense since the 2012 
BCS Championship Game against LSU. The defense recorded 
six quarterback sacks and 12 tackles for loss. 


116 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 


HERES ATHUUGHI: 
Al YOUR NEAT SAINTLES: PARTY, 
WHY NOT WATCH 


Uj r ALLY: 


Oe 


PU US =) 


© 2014 Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company. All Rights Reserved. Skittles and all affiliated designs are trademarks of the Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company or its affiliates. 


Available at Circle K 


wwwcirclekgulfcoast.com 


wwwwrigley.com 


® 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA: 2015 SEASON RECAP 


2016 


GAME 5: VS. GEORGIA 


ALABAMA 38 - GEORGIA 10 


» OCTOBER 3, 2015 


SANFORD STADIUM « ATHENS, GA 


RUNNING BACK DERRICK HENRY SCORED THE GAME’S FIRST TOUCHDOWN WITH HIS 30-YARD BURST. 


ALABAMA DOWNS GEORGIA ON THE ROAD 


SCORES ON OFFENSE, DEFENSE AND SPECIAL TEAMS IN A 38-10 VICTORY 


The 13th-ranked Crimson Tide was resourceful in all phases of 
the game, but was dominant defensively, while showcasing an 
opportunistic offense in a 38-10 rout of 8th-ranked Georgia 
before a capacity crowd of 92,746 on a rainy day at Sanford 
Stadium. Quarterback Jake Coker led an efficient Tide offense 
while the defense had Georgia quarterbacks under duress 
all game long. Coker had a rushing and passing touchdown, 
running back Derrick Henry added another score on the 
ground, and the Tide scored on a 50-yard interception return 


by safety Eddie Jackson and on a blocked punt by cornerback 
Minkah Fitzpatrick. Wide receiver Calvin Ridley caught five 
passes for 120 yards and one touchdown, while Henry rushed 
26 times for 148 yards. The Tide defense was disruptive in the 
wet conditions, forcing four Georgia turnovers, including three 
interceptions. Georgia quarterbacks completed 11 of 31 passes 
and averaged 3.2 yards per pass. 
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THE BEST IN PRIVATE AIR TRAVEL 


CARD | LEASE | SHARE | MANAGEMENT 
SERVING THE U.S., CANADA, MEXICO & CARIBBEAN 


Become an exclusive member and experience unparalleled 
service with 24/7/365 access to our new fleet of Pilatus PC-12s, 
Phenom 100, Phenom 300 and Citation Latitude Jets. 
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: 860.939.7771 
NICHOLASAIR.COM | NICHOLAS AIR (20 
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OCTOBER 10, 2015 


16 


eon 


The Crimson Tide turned in a gritty performance to defeat the 
Arkansas Razorbacks, 27-14, in the 2015 Homecoming Game 
before a capacity crowd of 101,821 at Bryant-Denny Stadium. 
Trailing, 7-3, late in the third quarter, Alabama moved in front 
on an 81-yard pass from Jake Coker to Calvin Ridley. That score, 
with 1:39 left in the third period, turned the game in Alabama’s 
favor as the Crimson Tide stopped an Arkansas drive at the 
Hogs’ 43 on the ensuing possession and marched to a 


touchdown on a 3-yard pass from Coker to Richard Mullaney 
for a 17-7 lead. After an Eddie Jackson interception a few plays 
later, Alabama tacked on a 35-yard Adam Griffith field goal for 
a 20-7 edge with 10:07 left in the fourth quarter. Derrick Henry 
added a 1-yard touchdown run with 2:44 left to seal the victory 
for Alabama. 
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GAME7:VS.TEXASA&M 


ALABAMA 41- TEXAS A&M 23 
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KYLE FIELD - COLLEGE STATION, TX 


DEFENSIVE BACK MINKAH FITZPATRICK INTERCEPTED TWO PASSES, RETURNING BOTH FOR TOUCHDOWNS. 


THE TIDE END THE AGGIES’ PERFECT SEASON 


HUGE ROAD VICTORY FOR ALABAMA 


Tenth-ranked Alabama used a punishing running game and big 
plays from its defense to defeat No. 9-ranked Texas A&M, 41- 
23, before a crowd of 105,733 at Kyle Field. Alabama intercepted 
four passes, returning three for touchdowns, to knock off 
the previously unbeaten Aggies. Crimson Tide running back 
Derrick Henry rushed for 236 yards and two touchdowns 
while cornerbacks Minkah Fitzpatrick and Eddie Jackson 
nabbed two interceptions each. Jackson returned one for a 
93-yard touchdown as the Tide defense scored three times - 
a first in Alabama history. Fitzpatrick scored two touchdowns 
via interception returns, first on a 33-yard return in the first 
quarter, and later on a game-clinching 55-yarder. For Alabama, 
quarterback Jake Coker passed for 138 yards while completing 
19-of-25 passes. Alabama built a 28-6 lead midway through 
the second quarter with Henry rushing 15 times for 178 yards 
and three scores in the first half and the Tide defense holding 
the explosive A&M offense 189 total yards. After Fitzpatrick’s 


interception return, Henry rumbled 55 yards to paydirt with 
5:26 left in the opening stanza before tacking on a 6-yard 
scoring run with 14:51 left in the half. Jackson’s 93-yard scoring 
play extended the lead to 28-6 before A&M struck back on a 
68-yard punt return touchdown by Christian Kirk with 3:03 left 
in the first half. Alabama led, 28-13, at halftime. A&M narrowed 
the Alabama lead to 28-20 early in the third period on a 3-yard 
pass from quarterback Kyle Allen to wide receiver Ricky Seals- 
Jones. The Tide extended its lead to 34-20 on a pair of Adam 
Griffith field goals before A&M’s Taylor Bertolet hit a 36- 
yard field goal with 7:57 left in the fourth quarter. Fitzpatrick 
stopped an Aggie drive with his second interception of the day, 
returning it 55 yards for his second score of the game. That 
set Crimson Tide team and individual record for interceptions 
returned for a touchdown. 
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CLD LINGLONG TIRE 


Linglong Tire is a world-famous tire enterprise. Linglong Tire thrives on the 
ability to provide quality, service, and support with not only their tires, but also 
their business model. An extensive range in sizes help complement the best fit 
for today’s vehicles. Linglong is a full-line supplier who offers products and 


sizes under the Linglong, CrossWind, LEAO, and ATLAS brands. 


For more information, please call your Linglong Americas Team! 
(330) 230-0404 
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GAME 8: VS. TENNESSEE _ 


ALABAMA 19 - TENNESSEE 14 
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PLACEKICKER ADAM GRIFFITH MADE BOTH OF HIS FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS IN THE 19-14 VICTORY. 


ALABAMA KEEPS PLAYOFF HOPES ALIVE 


HENRY SCORES GAME-WINNING TD WITH 2:24 LEFT 


In a tight, hard-hitting struggle that lived up to the legacy of 
one of college football’s most history-rich rivalries, No. 8 
Alabama used a clutch touchdown drive by its offense and a 
staunch outing from its defense to overcome a late deficit in a 
19-14 win over Tennessee before a capacity crowd of 101,821 
at Bryant-Denny Stadium. After Tennessee tailback Jalen Hurd 
ran 12 yards for a touchdown with 5:49 left, the Tide offense 
responded with a decisive 71-yard march to the end zone. Tide 
quarterback Jake Coker completed key passes of 29 yards 
to ArDarius Stewart and 15 yards to Calvin Ridley on a drive 
punctuated by Derrick Henry’s tough running. Henry carried 
five times for 35 yards on the winning drive, including the 
game-winning 14-yard touchdown run with 2:24 left. Henry 


rushed for 143 yards and two touchdowns total, Stewart had 
six catches for 114 yards, and Coker passed for 247 yards while 
completing 21-of-27 passes. Linebacker Reggie Ragland led 
the Tide defense with a gamehigh 12 tackles (eight solos), 
including a tackle for loss and punter JK Scott averaged 49.8 
yards on four punts, including a 56-yarder. Linebacker Ryan 
Anderson’s sealed the victory for the Tide when he knocked 
the ball loose from Tennessee quarterback Joshua Dobbs as 
the Volunteers tried to mount one last comeback. Defensive 
lineman A’Shawn Robinson recovered the ball for Alabama and 
that was the ballgame. 
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The Alabama defense limited LSU running back Leonard 
Fournette to 31 rushing yards while the Crimson Tide offense 
rode a 210-yard, three-touchdown rushing performance by 
running back Derrick Henry to a 30-16 victory before a capacity 
crowd of 101,821 at Bryant-Denny Stadium. The victory moved 
No. 4 Alabama into a tie with No. 2 LSU for the lead in the 
SEC ‘s Western Division. Fournette, who entered the game as 
the nation’s leading rusher averaging 193.1 yards rushing per 
game, could not get going against the Crimson Tide defense. 
But Henry rushed for touchdowns of two yards, one yard and 
seven yards while carrying the ball 38 times. Fournette had 
an 18-yard run at the 11:00 mark of the fourth quarter after a 
Henry fumble set up the Tigers at the Tide 22. But by that time 
the Tide had built a 30-10 lead and the outcome was decided. 
Alabama was dominant early, breaking out to a 10-O lead in 
the second quarter on a 22-yard Adam Griffith field goal and 
Henry’s two-yard scoring rush that came after a 40-yard run in 
which he fended off three would-be tacklers while rumbling 
deep into LSU territory. But the Tigers struck back to tie it at 
10-10 with an explosive passing game. Quarterback Brandon 
Harris hit wide receiver Travin Dural for a 40-yard touchdown 
pass and Trent Domingue followed with a 39-yard field goal 
to tie it. Alabama took a 13-10 lead at halfime on a career-long 
55-yard field goal by Griffith with 14 seconds left in the half. 
After Tide linebacker Dillon Lee intercepted a Harris pass on 
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the first play of the third quarter to set up Alabama at the LSU 
28, Henry capped a touchdown drive wtih a 1-yard run to stake 
the Tide to a 20-10 lead. Henry extended the lead with a seven- 
yard scoring run late in the third quarter and Griffith added a 
29-yard field goal with 12:45 left in the fourth period for a 30-10 
Alabama lead. LSU showed life late after Henry lost a fumble 
at the Tide 22. The Tigers marched 22 yards in four plays with 
Fournette scoring on a one-yard run with 9:18 on the clock. The 
extra-point was blocked by the Tide’s A’Shawn Robinson as the 
Tide held a 30-16 lead. The Alabama defense created seven 
plays of negative yardage by the LSU offense in the game, 
including seven tackles for loss and two quarterback sacks. 
LSU was limited to 182 total yards in the game (54 rushing, 
128 passing). The Alabama offense gained 434 total yards, 
including 250 rushing, and had the ball for 39:27 of game time. 
Tide safety Geno Matias-Smith led the Tide defense with six 
tackles. Griffith made all three field goal attempts, running his 
streak of successful attempts to seven straight. 


THE BEST IN DEFENSE HAS A GREAT NEW OFFENSE 


It’s not enough to just rely on your defense—you need to actively seek out and eliminate 
online threats before they get to you. That’s active protection and it’s changing the game. 
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The Alabama defense sacked Mississippi State quarterback 
Dak Prescott a season high nine times and Crimson Tide 
running back Derrick Henry rushed for 204 yards and two 
touchdowns in a 31-6 victory over the Bulldogs before an 
overflow crowd of 62,435 at Davis Wade Stadium at Scott 
Field. Alabama’s defense produced 12 plays for losses against 
an explosive State offense, limiting Prescott to 14 rushing yards 
on 26 attempts while holding the Bulldogs out of the end zone 
for the first time in 36 games dating back to the 2013 season 
opener. It also marked the end of a 32-game streak by Prescott 
in which he had scored a touchdown in a game, the longest 
streak in the Football Bowl Subdivision. The nine quarterback 
sacks by the Tide defense was the most by an Alabama 
defense since 1998 (nine vs. Vanderbilt). Henry scored on runs 
of 75 and 65 yards as the Tide offense overcame a slow start 
with a methodical ground game while the Tide defense held 
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[ SCOTT FIELD - STARKVILLE, MS 


off several State scoring threats. Alabama broke on top, 7-0, 
early in the second quarter on a 69-yard punt return by Cyrus 
Jones. On Alabama’s next possession, wide receiver Calvin 
Ridley took a pass from Coker at the Tide 49 in the middle of 
the field, cut back and juked a defender, then raced to the end 
zone to complete a 60-yard scoring play, extending the Tide 
lead to 14-0. State responded on the next possession with a 31- 
yard field goal by Westin Graves that narrowed the lead to 14-3 
before Henry raced 74 yards for a touchdown to give the Tide a 
21-3 lead at the half. A 42-yard field goal by Adam Griffith gave 
Alabama a 24-3 lead early in the third quarter. State added a 
39-yard field goal by Graves late in the third quarter before 
Henry sealed the verdict with a 65-yard touchdown run with 
7:53 left in the game. 
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vistancia.com 


Vistancia offers the largest selection of new home designs, luxury estates and custom homesites in the Northwest Valley. 
Residents enjoy a wide range of amenities and outdoor experiences including a 3.5 mile Discovery Trail, parks, 
recreation centers, award-winning K-8 schools and the premier Blackstone Country Club golf course. 


OVER 35 NEW HOME MODELS AND 75 FLOORPLAN OPTIONS 
VISTANCIA HOME OWNERSHIP IS NOT REQUIRED FOR THE PURCHASE OF BLACKSTONE COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Visit DiscoverVistancia.com to learn more. 


The Village at Vistancia: Ashton Woods | Gehan Homes | Mattamy Homes | Meritage Homes | Ryland Homes | Shea Homes | Woodside Homes 
Blackstone at Vistancia: Custom Homesites | David Weekley Homes | Toll Brothers Trilogy at Vistancia: Shea Homes 


12026 W Lone Mountain Parkway, Peoria, AZ 85383 | 623.933.6233 | Located off the Loop 303 and Lone Mountain Parkway (Exit 127) 


Prices, specifications and details are subject to change without notice, Blackstone Country Club is a private facility. The golf course, clubhouse and other recreational facilities are part of Blackstone Country Club 
and are not included with the purchase of real estate. See blackstonecountryclub.com for terms,conditions and costs. Vistancia Land Holdings LLC does not offer, broker or arrange real estate sales. No offer to 
je sell or lease can be made or accepted prior to the issuance of the final Arizona Subdivision Disclosure Report. All rights reserved ©2016. 
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‘GAME 11: VS. CHARLESTON SOUTHERN = sovemsee 1.201 


ALABAMA 56 - CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 6 


BRYANT-DENNY STADIUM - TUSCALOOSA, AL 


CYRUS JONES BECAME THE FIRST PLAYER IN ALABAMA HISTORY TO RETURN TWO PUNTS FOR TOUCHDOWNS IN ONE GAME. 


ALABAMA STEAMROLLS CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 


TIDE GETS OUT TO 49-0 HALFTIME LEAD 


Second-ranked Alabama started fast and took care of business 
against Charleston Southern in a 56-6 victory before a crowd 
of 100,611 at Bryant-Denny Stadium on Senior Day. Alabama 
raced to a 28-0 lead after the first quarter on the way to a 
49-0 halftime advantage, scoring touchdowns on its first five 
offensive possessions and adding scores on a pair of punt 
returns. Playing only the first quarter, running back Derrick 
Henry rushed for 68 yards and two touchdowns on only nine 
carries. He also caught a pass for 28 yards. Henry’s two rushing 
touchdowns opened the scoring and Jones’ punt returns 
highlighted the opening half onslaught as the Tide dispatched 
of the Buccaneers quickly. The Alabama defense was dominant 
throughout, allowing only 31 total yards and three first downs 
in the first half. In two quarters of play, quarterback Jake 
Coker completed 11 of 13 pass attempts for 155 yards and two 
touchdowns without throwing an interception. Wide receiver 


Calvin Ridley had four catches for 49 yards, wide receiver 
ArDarius Stewart had four catches for 45 yards and wideout 
Richard Mullaney had one catch for a 21-yard touchdown. 
The offensive starters yielded to the Tide’s second-team 
offense late in the second period. Reserve running back 
Bo Scarborough had a game-high 69 rushing yards and a 
touchdown on 10 carries. The Alabama defense limited CSU to 
134 total yards (85 rushing, 49 passing) and eight first downs 
in the game, holding the Buccaneers to 1-of- 10 on third downs 
while causing two turnovers (one fumble and one interception). 
Cornerback Bradley Sylve and defensive end Dalvin Tomlinson 
both had four tackles to lead the Tide. 
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Welcome to Glendale, Arizona VYasitGlendale 
& the West Valley Sa tay 


Stop by the Glendale Visitor Center for a free Glendale Visitor Center 
tote bag and get the scoop on all the action 5800 W. Glenn Dr, Suite 140 » Glendale, AZ 


happening on and off the field. 623.930.4500 « VisitGlendale.com 
#GlendaleAZ 
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TOGETHER’ FEEDING 
WERE AMERICA 


Ad) Hunger is closer than you think. Reach out to your local food bank 
c for ways to do your part. Visit Feeding, 'rica.org today. 
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GAME 12: VS. AUBURN | 


ALABAMA 29 - AUBURN 13 


» NOVEMBER 28, 2015 


PLACEKICKER ADAM GRIFFITH MADE FIVE FIELD GOALS AGAINST THE TIGERS. 


CRIMSON TIDE POWERS ITS WAY TO VICTORY IN THE IRON BOWL 


HENRY SOLIDIFIES HEISMAN HOPES AND BRINGS ALABAMA BACK TO THE SEC CHAMPIONSHIP 


Running back Derrick Henry rushed for 271 yards and a 
touchdown on a school-record 46 carries to lead the Crimson 
Tide to a 29-13 over the Auburn Tigers before a capacity crowd 
of 87,451 at Jordan-Hare Stadium. The victory gave the Crimson 
Tide the SEC’s Western Division title and earned Alabama a 
berth in the SEC Championship Game. With the game on the 
line in the final quarter, Henry rushed 19 times for 114 yards in 
the fourth period alone to lead the Tide out of a tense situation 
in which they were clinging to a 19-13 lead midway through 
the period. After Alabama took a 22-13 lead on Adam Griffith’s 
fifth field goal of the game with 10:04 left, Henry carried on 
every Crimson Tide snap the rest of the way, carrying the 
ball on 14 consecutive plays to close out the game. Henry’s 
totals stand as the third-most rushing yards in a game by any 
Alabama back, and his yardage is the most ever gained by an 
Auburn opponent. In addition to Henry’s heroics, Alabama’s 
offense was keyed by an accurate passing performance from 
quarterback Jake Coker, who completed 17 of 26 attempts for 
179 yards and a touchdown. Wide receiver ArDarius Stewart 


caught a game-high eight catches for 81 yards and a score 
while wideout Calvin Ridley had 90 yards receiving on six 
catches. Griffith made good on all five field goal attempts in the 
game, the most by a Tide kicker in four seasons. The Alabama 
defense permitted only one big play in the game while limiting 
the explosive Tigers offense to 260 total yards (169 passing, 
91 rushing). Alabama outgained Auburn, 465 to 260, while the 
Tide rushed for 286 yards and passed for 179. The Tide notched 
24 first downs to Auburn’s 12, limited the Tigers to 3-of-15 on 
third downs, and had the ball for 35 minutes, 23 seconds, 
compared to Auburn’s 24:37. Safety Geno Matias-Smith led 
the Tide with eight tackles and a forced fumble. Linebacker 
Reuben Foster had six stops, a pass breakup and a quarterback 
hurry, while Tide cornerback Marlon Humphrey had six tackles 
on the night. Linebacker Reggie Ragland had five stops while 
directing the Tide defense on the field. 
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The Crimson Tide used a dominant performance by its defense 
and a record-setting day by running back Derrick Henry to 
defeat the Florida Gators, 29-15, and win the 2015 Southeastern 
Conference Championship Game in front of a crowd of 75,320 
at the Georgia Dome. The SEC title, the 25th in Crimson Tide 
history, made the Tide the first team to earn back-to-back SEC 
Championship Game victories since Tennessee did so in 1997- 
98. The Alabama defense stifled Florida’s offense for much 
of the game, holding the Gators to 180 total yards including 
only 15 yards rushing. From the end of the first quarter through 
Florida’s first possession of the fourth period (13:16 left in the 
game), the Alabama defense held the Gators to only three yards 
of total offense. During that time frame, the Tide erased an early 
7-2 deficit while running off 27 unanswered points to secure 
the victory. Henry rushed for 189 yards and a touchdown on 44 
carries, increasing his 2015 season rushing total to 1,986 yards 
to break the SEC single-season rushing yards record previously 
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held by Herschel Walker of Georgia (1,891 yards in 1981). 
Henry earned Most Valuable Player honors for his performance. 
Tide quarterback Jake Coker completed 18 of 26 passes for 204 
yards and two touchdowns without throwing an interception. 
Wide receiver Calvin Ridley had 103 yards on a game-high eight 
catches and receiver ArDarius Stewart had four catches for 64 
yards. The Crimson Tide defense registered five quarterback 
sacks, posted nine tackles for loss, intercepted a pass and 
forced a fumble. Florida’s offense managed only seven first 
downs and had the ball for 16:31 of game time while Alabama 
dominated in time of possession with 43:29. Linebacker Ryan 
Anderson led Alabama with four tackles and three quarterback 
hurries, while cornerback Marlon Humphrey had three stops 
and an interception. 
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Hirabai began walking to school when she was a little 
girl. It was an exhausting, dangerous two-mile journey 
from her home in rural India. At 14, she started attending 

: ® ® 
a high school even farther away, unsure of how she \ U : \ 
would complete her education. But now, with the gift internation? 


of a Dream Bike from ChildFund, she’s riding — safely 
and quickly — toward her dream of one day attending 
university. In 11 countries, ChildFund is making it possible 
for girls to continue their education by giving them much- 
needed bicycles and safe passage to a better future. 


Learn more about ChildFund International and our Dream Bike Program at ChildFund.org 
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Alabama produced a dominant performance in a 38-0 victory over 
the Michigan State Spartans in the College Football Playoff 
Semifinal at the Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic in front of a crowd 
of 82,812 at AT&T Stadium (capacity: 71,815). With the victory, 
Alabama advanced to the CFP National Championship Game 
against the Clemson Tigers. The Alabama defense produced 
another excellent performance against a quality opponent, shutting 
down the Spartans’ offense for much of the game, holding the 
Spartans to only 29 rushing yards and 239 total yards. Meanwhile, 
Tide cornerback Cyrus Jones produced game-changing plays with 
an interception to stop an MSU scoring threat and a punt return for 
a touchdown that sealed the verdict. The Tide defense registered 
four quarterback sacks, posted six tackles for loss, and intercepted 
two passes. Linebacker Reggie Ragland led Alabama with seven 
tackles while linebacker Dillon Lee had six stops and intercepted a 
pass. Linebacker Ryan Anderson had four tackles, including a sack 
and two tackles for losses. Linebacker Reuben Foster and safety 
Alabama limited MSU’s outstanding quarterback, Connor Cook, to 
186 passing yards on 17 completions in 33 attempts. 


Alabama's offense produced 440 total yards (286 passing, 154 
rushing) led by senior quarterback Jake Coker’s career-best 286 
passing yards and 2 touchdowns. Coker was deadly accurate, 
completing 25 of 30 pass attempts. Freshman wide receiver 
Calvin Ridley had 138 receiving yards on eight catches for two 
touchdowns, setting a new Alabama freshman record for single- 
season receiving yards in the process (1,031 yards). Heisman 
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Trophy winning running back Derrick Henry rushed for 75 yards 
and two touchdowns on 20 carries, becoming only the 25th 
running back in NCAA history (encompassing all divisions) to rush 
for 2,000 yards in a season. After a scoreless first quarter, the 
teams continued in a standoff well into the second quarter until 
the Tide moved 80 yards in six plays to a touchdown to break 
on top, 7-O, on a 1-yard run by Henry with 5:36 left in the first 
half. Clutch plays in the passing game keyed the drive that was 
highlighted by a 50-yard pass from Coker to Ridley that reached 
the MSU 1-yard line. Henry’s touchdown run was his 24th, breaking 
the Southeastern Conference record for rushing TDs in a season 
(previously held by Auburn’s Tre Mason in 2013 and Florida’s 
Tim Tebow in 2006). Tide cornerback Cyrus Jones made a huge 
play at the end of the first half. The Spartans had marched to the 
Tide 12 in the final minute of the half before Jones leaped high to 
intercept a Connor Cook pass at the Tide 2-yard line in the waning 
seconds of the half, ending a scoring threat and protecting the 
Tide’s 10-0 lead heading into halftime. Alabama extended the 
lead to 17-0 on the opening drive of the second half, moving 75 
yards in nine plays to paydirt on a six-yard pass to Ridley along the 
sideline in the end zone. Later in the third period, Jones returned 
an MSU punt 57 yards for a touchdown to give the Tide a 24-0 
lead with 3:24 left in the third period. Just 1:04 later, Coker and 
Ridley connected on a 50-yard touchdown bomb to move the 
Tide to a 31-0 lead with 2:20 left in the third period. Henry closed 
the scoring with an 11-yard run with 7:52 left in the game. 
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HEAD COACH 


A man of vision who has a proven record of championship 
success, head coach Nick Saban has returned the University of 
Alabama to the top of the college football landscape with his 
commitment to building the total program. After the victory 
over Notre Dame in the 2013 BCS National Championship 
Game, Saban joined Frank Leahy, Paul “Bear” Bryant and John 
McKay as the only coaches to win four national titles in the 
modern era. 


In his ninth season in Tuscaloosa, Saban’s uncompromising 
dedication to excellence in every phase of the program has 
resulted in the school’s 13th, 14th and 15th national championships 
and the foundation has been set to yieldlong-term success for the 
Crimson Tide. A six-time National Coach of the Year, Saban has 
achieved resounding success as a head coach and has earned 
a reputation as an outstanding tactician, leader, organizer and 
motivator. Those qualities have sparked impressive turnarounds 
at every stop of his career. Saban’s consistent approach and 
disciplined leadership are the reasons his teams are known for 
exhibiting grit, determination and resilience, often overcoming 
adversity to achieve victory. 


Saban has compiled a 190-60-1 (.759) record as a college head 
coach and has gone 99-18 (.846) in Tuscaloosa, which includes 
a 57-12 mark in regular season conference play. In 2015, the Tide 
reached the 10-win milestone for the eighth consecutive season 
and won 11 or more games for the fifth straight year, adding to 
their conference record. With another SEC Championship win 
in 2015, Saban is now 10-1 all-time in conference or national 
championship games. 
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Heis the first coach to win back-to-back BCS national championships 
and has won four titles in his last ten years of coaching college 
football. Saban is one of three college coaches in the poll era (since 
1936) to win three national championships in four years, joining 
Frank Leahy of Notre Dame (1946-47, 1949) and Tom Osborne of 
Nebraska (1994-95, 1997). He is also the fourth coach in the poll era 
to win four national championships (Alabama’s Paul “Bear” Bryant, 
John McKay of Southern California and Leahy). 
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Before arriving in Tuscaloosa, Saban’s most recent college head 
coaching stint was a five-season run at LSU that produced a 
record of 48-16 (.750), one national championship (2003), two 
Southeastern Conference championships, three SEC Western 
Division championships, and a 3-2 record in bowl games, with 
two Sugar Bowl victories and a Peach Bowl win. He was named 
the 2003 National Coach of the Year by the Associated Press 
and earned both the Paul W. “Bear” Bryant National Coach of the 
Year Award and the Eddie Robinson Coach of the Year Award by 
the Football Writers Association of America. Saban was named 
SEC Coach of the Year twice (by The Birmingham News in 2001 
and by the Associated Press in 2003) while at LSU. 
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}URTON BURNS AARIO CRISTOBAL BO DAVIS LANE KIFFIR 
Associate Head Coach/ ssistant Head Coach/ Defensive Line Offensive Coordinator/ 
Running Backs Offensive Line Quarterbacks 


Outside Linebackers Wide Receivers Defensive Coordinator/ Assistant Head Coach/ 
Inside Linebackers Secondary 


Tight Ends/Special Teams Director of Strength 
Coordinator and Conditioning 
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BILL BATTLE 
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA: ATHLETICS 


BRYANT-DENNY STADIUM AT SUNSET. 


he University of Alabama Athletics Department has a rich 

tradition of success across all sports. The Crimson Tide has 
won 25 national championships, including 15 in football, six in 
women’s gymnastics, two in men’s golf and one each in women’s 
golf and softball. Alabama has also captured 99 SEC team 
championships along with numerous All-America honors and 92 
individual national champions across all sports. Today, Alabama’s 
tradition of excellence is as strong as it has ever been. In the last 
seven years, Alabama has won 10 national championships in five 
different sports including three national titles in football since 
2009. Some of the greatest mentors in the history of collegiate 
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athletics coach at The University of Alabama, including Nick Saban 
(football), Mic Potter (women’s golf), Patrick Murphy (softball) 
and Jay Seawell (men’s golf). All have led their respective teams 
to national titles in the past four years. The Alabama Athletics 
Department also shines as one of the nation’s best when it comes 
to academic success. Since 2000, the Crimson Tide is third 
among NCAA Division | schools, and first in the Southeastern 
Conference, with 103 Academic All-America honors. Alabama’s 
12 honors during the 2014-15 academic year pushed the Crimson 
Tide to a total of 137 all-time, which leads the SEC and ranks 
Alabama fifth all-time among all NCAA schools. 


BRYANT-DENNY STADIUM CAN HOLD 101,821 FANS. 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
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Enrollment at The University of Alabama reached a record high 
of 37,100 for fall 2015. The entering 2015 freshman class is the 
largest and best qualified in UA history. The University of Alabama 
is a leader among public universities nationwide in the 
enrollment of National Merit Scholars with more than 600 
currently enrolled. 


Ranked among the top 50 public universities in the nation in U.S. 
News and World Report’s annual college rankings for more than 
a decade, UA ranked 43rd among public universities in the 2016 
rankings. Alabama’s School of Law is ranked 22nd among all law 
schools in the nation (spring, 2015) while UA’s School of Library 
and Information Studies ranked 18th nationally in the latest 
rankings for library schools (spring, 2013). 


University of Alabama students continue to win prestigious 
national awards. Forty-five UA students have been named 
Goldwater Scholars, including four in 2015. The University of 
Alabama has produced a total of 15 Rhodes Scholars, 14 
Truman Scholars, 30 Hollings Scholars and six Boren Scholars. 
Twenty-eight UA faculty have received NSF CAREER Awards, 
the nation’s most prestigious recognition of top-performing 
young scientists, in disciplines ranging from nanoscience and 
engineering to biological sciences. 


Dr. Samantha Hansen, UA assistant professor of geological 
sciences, is one of many faculty recognized nationally for research. 
Hansen is one of 102 scientists who received the 2014 Presidential 
Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers, the highest honor 
bestowed by the U.S. government on science and engineering 
professionals in the early stages of their independent research 
careers. Fourteen University of Alabama graduates accepted 
Fulbright awards to study and teach abroad during 2015-2016. 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 


U.S. News and World Report ranks The University of Alabama’s 
Manderson Online Business Master’s programs 12th in the 
nation. Public Accounting Report’s 2014 rankings placed UA’s 
Culverhouse School of Accountancy’s undergraduate and 
master’s programs eighth in the nation and the doctoral 
program 12th. PRWeek Magazine has recognized the public 
relations program in The University of Alabama’s College of 
Communication and Information Sciences as one of the top five 
programs in the nation six times. 


With more than 200 academic majors, outstanding honors 
programs and a championship athletic tradition, UA offers a 
complete educational, cultural and social experience. Our 
undergraduate, graduate and professional programs give 
students the opportunity to interact with nationally ranked 
faculty and our distance learning programs offer learning that 
fits your life. 


Life on the UA campus is defined by opportunities. Students 
who want to get involved can join one of more than 500 student 
organizations, help plan concerts and speaker series, volunteer 
in the community, participate in intramural teams or run for 
student government. 


Students, faculty, staff and visitors can take advantage of a rich 
and varied schedule of musical, dance and theatre performances, 
art galleries and exhibitions, lectures and readings by writers, 
poets and experts on every topic imaginable. UA’s fine 
museums house countless historical artifacts and offer hands- 
on exploration opportunities. 


The University of Alabama is the fastest growing flagship in the 
nation, and it is the Capstone of Higher Education. 
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UOP Stadium 


The University of Phoenix Stadium, with its retractable roof 
and field, is unlike any other stadium in North America, and a 
marvel of design, engineering, and technology. 


Stadium construction started April 12, 2003. 


The 63,400-seat stadium (expandable to 72,200) opened on 
August 1, 2006 after three years of construction. 


National Center for Spectator Sports Safety named University 
of Phoenix Stadium the #1 performer among 31 NFL venues 
in the implementation of league mandated security measures 
in 2013 and 2015. 


Green Mission 


The first NFL game to be played under LED light was on 
September 21, 2014 when the Arizona Cardinals hosted the 
San Francisco 49ers at the University of Phoenix Stadium. 


The stadium generates 120 tons of recycled trash each year. 
10% of seating is made from recycled plastic. 


All Ephesus Lighting fixtures are manufactured and assembled 
in the U.S.A. 


UOP Stadium uses “Green” products for all toilet tissue and 
hand towels in their restrooms. 


The Field 


The grass field rolls out of the stadium on an 18.9 million 
pound tray, residing outside of the stadium except for football 
and soccer events. It is the first of its kind in North America. 


The grass field remains outside the stadium in the sun until 
game day getting the maximum amount of sunshine and 
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STADIUM FACTS 


nourishment, eliminating humidity problems inside the 
stadium and providing unrestricted access to the stadium 
floor for events and staging. 


The site has the stadium situated along a slight northwest to 
southeast axis for maximum sun exposure for field in the 
outboard position. 


The roll out field travels at a speed of 11.5 feet/minute 
(1/8 mph); it takes approx. 75 minutes to travel approximately 
74) feet. 


The field will support approximately 94,000 square feet (over 
2 acres) of natural grass. 


The tray has a fairly sophisticated irrigation system that works 
on timers and can be customized. The water will drain through 
a 1-inch-deep mat and several pipes that lead to a main 
drainpipe underneath the field tray. 


Fun Facts 


The stadium seats, if set in a straight line, would stretch for 
approximately eighteen (18) miles. That’s a lot of football 
fields. The ramps measure 1 mile in length from event level to 
the upper concourse. 


The amount of concrete used on the stadium is equal to 
900 miles of sidewalk, the distance between Phoenix and 
San Francisco. 


Five layers of Arizona-themed murals will usher fans through 
the stadium escalators. 


Two massive “thermometers” at the south end zone gauge 
crowd noise. The north end zone bridge displays photos of 
past players. 


The exterior represents a barrel cactus. 
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AT THE STADIUM 


AISLE POLICY - “WAIT FOR THE WHISTLE” 

So that fans do not miss any of the action on the field, University of Phoenix 
Stadium staff will ask fans on the main and club concourses to wait at the top of 
the aisle until the end of a play to return to their seats. This “Wait for the Whistle” 
policy willbe enforced throughout the game, and your cooperation is appreciated. 


ALCOHOL POLICY 

Staff members at University of Phoenix Stadium strongly encourage all fans to 
exercise responsible consumption of alcoholic beverages. Fans should be aware 
of the following policies: 

+ Any fan that shows signs of impairment and/or intoxication will not be allowed 
to enter or will be removed from University of Phoenix Stadium and 
subject to arrest. 

* No alcoholic beverages can be brought inside the stadium. 

+ State of Arizona law prohibits the sale of alcoholic beverages to persons 
under the age of 21 years of age. All fans should be prepared to show proper 
identification if requested by the concessionaire staff member. 

+ Concessionaire staff members reserve the right to deny service to fans that 
show signs of impairment and/or intoxication. 

+» Fans providing alcoholic beverages to persons less than 21 years of age will be 
ejected from University of Phoenix Stadium and subject to arrest. 

*Fans possessing alcohol that do not have proper identification when 
requested by a concessionaire or security staff member may be ejected. 

+ A maximum of two alcoholic beverages or 40 ounces of beer will be sold per 
person per transaction. 

+ Alcohol sales in the general seating areas of University of Phoenix Stadium 
will stop at the conclusion of the third quarter. 

+ Stadium management reserves the right to change these policies and 
procedures at any time and without prior notice to fans. 


ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES 

Assistive Listening Devices (ALDs) are available at all four Guest Services 
locations (by Sections 104, 123, 417 & 448). Fans will be asked to leave a valid 
driver's license or other form of identification when the ALD is checked out. 


AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINES 

ATMs are located on the main concourse at sections 104 and 123, club concourse 
at sections 216 and 233 and the terrace concourse at sections 416 and 448, along 
with additional portable ATMs throughout the stadium. 


CODE OF CONDUCT 
When attending a game in University of Phoenix Stadium, all fans should be 
aware of and comply with the following guidelines: 
+ Fans are expected to present a valid hangtag to enter the game day parking 
areas, sit in their ticketed seat location and produce their game ticket when 
asked by parking lot, stadium or security staff. 


+ Fans wearing clothing deemed obscene or indecent will not be allowed entry 
inside or will be subject to ejection from University of Phoenix Stadium. 


+ Foul or abusive language and obscene gestures will not be tolerated. 


+ Behavior that is unruly, disruptive or illegal in nature will not be tolerated, 
including verbal or physical harassment of opposing team fans. 

+ Intoxication or other signs of impairment related to any type of illegal drug or 
excessive alcohol consumption will not be tolerated. 


+ Displays of affection or other behavior not appropriate in a public setting will 
not be tolerated. 


+ Excessive standing in seating areas which blocks the view of other ticket 
holders will not be tolerated. 

+ Interference with the progress of the game or failure to follow instructions of 
parking lot, stadium or security staff will not be tolerated. 


COMPLIMENTS & CONCERNS 

We value the compliments and concerns from all fans that come to University of 
Phoenix Stadium. Fans can express their comments in person at any of the 
four Guest Relations offices, located on the main and terrace concourses. 
Written feedback can be sent directly to the College Football Playoff at 
info@collegefootballplayoff.com. 


ELEVATORS 
Elevators are located near the three public and two Club entrances at University 
of Phoenix Stadium. The location and availability of elevators are: 

+ Gate 1 - Working Media and fans with disabilities. 

+ Club West - Loft ticket holders and Club seat fans with disabilities. 

+ Gate 2 - Fans with disabilities. 

+ Club East - Loft ticket holders and Club seat fans with disabilities. 

+ Gate 3 - Fans with disabilities. 


EMERGENCIES 

Fans should record their section, row and seat numbers. If an emergency arises 
during the game, please call the University of Phoenix Stadium Security 
Command Center at (623) 433-7156 with the seating information and a stadium 
staff member will be sent to that location. Per stadium policy, announcements 
will not be made over the public address system to locate guests. 


ESCALATORS 

University of Phoenix Stadium is equipped with escalators located adjacent to 
the entrances. The escalators located directly inside Gates 1 and 3 allow fans 
access to the Club Level and Terrace concourse. The escalators located at Gate 2 


provide fans with direct access to the Terrace concourse only. The escalators 
at the Club West and Club East entrances are reserved for Club and Loft ticket 
holders and access the Club level only. The escalators will run in the upwards 
direction through halftime and change to the downward direction during the 
second half to speed exiting at the conclusion of the game. Fans are asked to 
never walk up or down a non-operational escalator. 


FIELD ACCESS 
Access to the field is not permitted to guests of UOP Stadium at any time 
(pregame, during, halftime or postgame) without the proper credentials. 


FIRST AID 
University of Phoenix Stadium has four First Aid locations that are available to 
assist fans throughout the event. The First Aid offices are located along the main 
concourse (near Sections 122 and 136) and terrace concourse (near Sections 416 
and 448). 


FOOD & BEVERAGE POLICY 
Fans are not allowed to bring any food or beverage items inside University 
of Phoenix Stadium. We ask that fans either leave these items inside their 
vehicles or dispose of them at the security checkpoint before entering the stadium. 
The only exceptions are: 

*One factory-sealed, non-frozen 500mL (16.9 fl. oz.) plain bottle of water 

(sports drinks and flavored water not permitted.) 
* Food and beverage items for infants two years of age or younger. 


HOTLINES 
If you require assistance during your visit to University of Phoenix Stadium or wish 
to report violations of the Code of Conduct, stadium staff can be reached at: 


Game Day Guest Service Hotline: (623) 433-7156 
Text Message Hotline: Text “CFP2016” <SPACE> issue and location to 69050 


LOST AND FOUND 
If during your visit to University of Phoenix Stadium you misplace an item or find 
something that belongs to another fan, please visit one of the Guest Services offices. 
Claim forms are available to report missing items. Fans inquiring about lost items 
should call the 24/7 Command Center at (623) 433-7147. Items lost are held in storage 
for 30 days and then are donated to a local charity. The College Football Playoff and 
University of Phoenix Stadium cannot be held responsible for lost or damaged items. 
PROHIBITED ITEMS 
Attendees are reminded that the items listed will not be permitted inside 
University of Phoenix Stadium. There are no lockers available outside of the 
stadium in which to secure items not allowed in the facility. Items may also not be 
held by stadium staff members or left unattended on stadium grounds. 

+ Alcohol 

+ Animals (except for service animals) 

+ Balloons (helium) 

+ Banners or signs with advertising 


+ Beverages other than one factory sealed, non-frozen, 500ml (16.9 fl. oz.) 
bottle of water 


+ Bicycles, skateboards, Segways, wheelies or roller blades 


+ Camera with professional photo lenses (larger than 8”), tripods, monopods or 
selfie sticks 


* Clothing deemed obscene or indecent 

* Confetti, glitter or streamers 

+ Containers: water bottles (metal, glass or other materials) or canteens 
* Coolers of any kind 

+ Fireworks or sparklers 


+ Food (except items needed for children under the age of two or those with a 
medical condition) 


+ Footballs that are not deflated 

+ Illegal drugs 

+ Smokeless cigarettes 

* Weapons - including, but not limited to firearms and knives 

+ Any item deemed inappropriate or hazardous by stadium security 


RE-ENTRY 

In accordance with College Football Playoff and stadium security procedures, 
fans may not exit and re-enter the stadium using the same ticket. There will be no 
exceptions to this policy. 


WHEELCHAIR ASSISTANCE 

Wheelchair assistance is available to guests once they have entered the stadium. 
It is scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis. Requests for wheelchair 
assistance can be made by asking a stadium staff member or by visiting a Guest 
Services booth. All requests for wheelchair escorts are accommodated on a first- 
come, first-served, basis. A short wait time may be required. 


WILL CALL 

The Will Call windows are located at the Ticket Office, to the east of Gate 2. 
Will Call is open at 10:30 a.m. and closes at halftime. Will Call tickets can be 
claimed only by the person whose name appears on the will call ticket envelope. 
State or government picture identification is required. 
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


2016 FUTURE SITES AND SCHEDULES 


College Football Playoff Semifinal games will be played back-to-back on New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day, depending on the 
year. The College Football Playoff National Championship will be played on a Monday night every year. 


The site of the College Football Playoff National Championship is determined through a bid system, much like the Super Bowl or 
the NCAA Final Four location. Any city that demonstrates necessary facilities, transportation, and other factors can submit a bid 
to host the College Football Playoff National Championship. 
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The book lover’s heart 


The lover’s heart The pulmonary hypertension heart 


Pulmonary hypertension puts unbearable stress on the heart. 
We’re putting our heart into finding a cure. 


Pulmonary hypertension (PH) narrows arteries in the lungs. This puts pressure on the right side of the heart as it works extra hard to push 
blood through those arteries. It can cause death from heart failure, and there’s no cure. @ At first glance, PH can look like asthma or other 
less threatening diseases. And undiagnosed and untreated, the average survival time with PH is 2.8 years. ™ But with early diagnosis, new 


treatments are extending life expectancy and improving PH patients’ quality of life. & The Pulmonary Hypertension Association, PHA for 
short, gives hope to PH patients, caregivers, family members and medical professionals through support, education, research and 
advocacy. At PHA there’s no breathing easy until we find a cure. @ Learn how you can help at www.PHAssociation.org 


Pe Pulmonary Hypertension Association 


We’re putting our heart into finding a cure. #Heart2CurePH 


Ae enee BCA 

DEAR COLLEGE FOOTBALL FANS, 
Next year, the eyes of the sports world will be upon 
Tampa Bay, when the 201/ College Football Playott 
National Championship is hosted at Raymond James 
Stadium. From our phenomenal weather to our 
first-rate hotels, attractions, dining, nightlife, 
entertainment and beaches, Tampa Bay has 
something to offer everyone! Were confident 


that the only thing that will rival our warmth in 
temperature will be the genuine hometown 
hospitality you experience. On behalf of all 

of us in Tampa Bay, we look forward to 
welcoming you to the Sunshine State for 

an incredible National Championship 

on January 9, 2017! 


Sincerely, 


#TEAMTAMPABAY CHAMPIONSHIP 


In our 75th season, the Football Writers Association of America salutes the 
College Football Playoff and the 2015 AutoNation FWAA All-America Team 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Deshaun Watson, Clemson 
RB Dalvin Cook, Florida State 
RB Leonard Fournette, LSU 
RB Derrick Henry, Alabama 
WR_ Corey Coleman, Baylor 
WR_ Josh Doctson, TCU 

OL Spencer Drango, Baylor 
OL Joshua Garnett, Stanford 
OL Jason Spriggs, Indiana 


OL Ronnie Stanley, Notre Dame 


C Ryan Kelly, Alabama 


SPECIALISTS 
K  Ka’imi Fairbairn, UCLA 
P Tom Hackett, Utah 


SECOND TEAM 


Kirk Ferentz, lowa 
NATIONAL COACH OF THE YEAR 
Eddie Robinson Award 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 


Myles Garrett, Texas A&M 
Shaq Lawson, Clemson 

Carl Nassib, Penn State 
A’Shawn Robinson, Alabama 
Tyler Matakevich, Temple 
Reggie Ragland, Alabama 
Joe Schobert, Wisconsin 
Jeremy Cash, Duke 

Vernon Hargreaves Ill, Florida 
Desmond King, lowa 

Shawun Lurry, Northern Illinois 


SPECIALISTS 


KR 
PR 


Christian McCaffrey, Stanford 
William Likely, Maryland 


Offense: OB Baker Mayfield, Oklahoma; RB Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State; RB Royce Freeman, Oregon; WR Will Fuller, Notre Dame; 
WR Roger Lewis, Bowling Green; WR JuJu Smith-Schuster, USC; OL Jack Conklin, Michigan State; OL Taylor Decker, Ohio State; 
OL Tyler Johnstone, Oregon; OL Landon Turner, North Carolina; C Jack Allen, Michigan State. Defense: DL Andrew Billings, 
Baylor; DL DeForest Buckner, Oregon; DL Shilique Calhoun, Michigan State; DL; Sheldon Day, Notre Dame; LB Kentrell Brothers, 
Missouri; LB Jaylon Smith, Notre Dame; LB Eric Striker, Oklahoma; DB Eddie Jackson, Alabama; DB Jourdan Lewis, Michigan; 
DB Jalen Ramsey, Florida State; DB Darian Thompson, Boise State. Specialists: K Jaden Oberkrom, TCU; P Michael Carrizosa, 


San José State; KR Evan Berry, Tennessee; PR Cameron Sutton, Tennessee. 


footbaliwvriters.com WY @TheFWAA 


THE CORPS OF CADETS 


develops well-educated leaders of 


character who embody the values 

of HONOR, COURAGE, INTEGRITY, 
DISCIPLINE, and SELFLESS SERVICE, 
are academically successful, highly 
sought-after, and prepared for the 
global leadership challenges of the 

21st Century. 


corps.tamu.edu | 800.TAMU.AGS (826-8247) | aggiecorps@tamu.edu 
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HONOR * COURAGE * INTEGRITY * DISCIPLINE * SELFLESS SERVICE 
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DEDICATED TO SERVING THE COMMUNITY, 
FUELED BY THE SPIRIT OF COMPETITION 


SINCE 1971 


El /FiestaBow! FJ @Fiesta Bowl @Fiesta Bowl £3 {FiestaBowlSnaps} 


FiestaBowl.org | #FiestaBowl 
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OVER 80 YEARS OF 
MAKING IT ORANGE. 
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\. TOP TEAMS 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


(:) SEMIFINAL HOST 12.31.16 


Two of football's top teams will play in a College Football Playoff Semifinal 
in Atlanta next year. Lock in your tickets before they're sold out at CFAPB.com 
and spend New Year's Eve in the Capital of College Football. 


presented by 


Northwestern 
Mutual 


NEW TRADITION 


BIG 12 vs SEC 
“i © W > 
CAlistate > 


We are proud to be hosting top teams from the Big le and the SEC 
in the 83rd annual Allstate Sugar Bowl Classic on January 2, cOL/. 
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NACDA Nb sss. VY 


iN Pia 
NACDA is proud to be conducting its 2nd Annual NACDA FBS Leadership Summit 
presented by Learfield Sports in conjunction with the College Football Playoff, featuring 
keynote speakers John Skipper (President, ESPN and Co-Chairman, Disney Media 
Networks) and Jerry Colangelo (Managing Director and Chairman, USA Basketball). 


President 1st Vice President 2nd Vice President 
Tim Selgo Chris Plonsky Bubba Cunningham 
Director of Athletics Women's Athletics Director Director of Athletics 
Grand Valley State University University of Texas University of North Carolina 


3rd Vice President Secretary Executive Director 
Lee Reed Don Tencher Bob Vecchione 
Director of Athletics Director of Athletics NACDA 


Georgetown University Rhode Island College 


| WAS DENIED 


HOUSING 


BECAUSE | HAVE AN 


ASSISTANCE 
ANIMAL. 


SCAN HERE FOR 
MORE INFO 


When a landlord tried to deny me housing because of my assistance animal, | contacted HUD and 
learned about my fair housing rights. For instance, landlords must make reasonable accommodations 
for persons with disabilities, such as allowing an assistance or emotional support animal in a 
no-pets building. If you believe you have experienced discrimination, contact HUD or your local fair 
housing center and file a complaint. 


Visit hud.gov/fairhousing or call the HUD Hotline 
1-800-669-9777 (English/Espafiol) 1-800-927-9275 (TTY) 


wll EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTU 


INITY 


A public service message from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in partnership with the National Fair Housing Alliance. The federal Fair Housing Act 
prohibits discrimination because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, familial status or disability. For more information, visit www.hud.gov/fairhousing. 
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EVENT PERFORMERS 


CHAMPIONSHIP TAILGATE 


JANUARY 11, 2016 - UNIVERSITY OF PHOENIX STADIUM 
#CHAMPTAILGATE 


ERIC CHURCH 


Eric Church surprised everyone by releasing 
his fifth album, Mr. Misunderstood, on Nov. 
4, 2015. Before releasing to the public, over 
80,000 copies were sent direct to his fan 
club, the Church Choir. Already named 
among the “50 Greatest Live Acts Right Now” 
by Rolling Stone, Church was ranked No.1 on 
the all-genre Billboard Hot Tours Chart for 
his successful “The Outsiders World Tour” 
in 2015. He finished 2014 as country music’s 
top-selling artist, with the year’s highest debut 
and sales of any release in the format as the 
critical and commercial success The Outsiders 
reached Platinum status, marking more than 
one million albums sold. Debuting at No. 1 
on both the Billboard Top 200 Albums Chart 
and Top Country Albums chart, The Outsiders 
garnered GRAMMY, CMA and ACM Album of 
the Year nominations and features his No.1 hits 


ERIC CHURCH Give Me Back My Hometown” and “Talladega. 


MOON TAXI 


Formed in 2006, Nashville’s Moon Taxi set 
out to conquer the Southeast with their 
unforgettable live sets. Nine years later, 
they’ve amassed over one thousand shows 
and released three albums, Cabaret (2012). 
Mountains Beaches Cities (2013) and the 
recent critically-acclaimed Daybreaker. With 
a rabid fan base, they’ve upped the ante this 
year to become a festival favorite with recent 
performances at Bonnaroo, Governor's Ball, 
Wakarusa, Houston Free Press, Lollapalooza 
and Austin City Limits. 


MOON TAXI 
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“AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL’ 
» CANAAN SMITH ACCOMPANIED BY 
THE PHOENIX CHILDREN’S CHORUS 


Canaan Smith was named a 2015 Artist To Watch by 
The Huffington Post, USA Today, Yahoo! Music, Spotify 
and Rolling Stone. This summer, the singer/songwriter 
released his debut album, Bronco, which includes the 
RIAA Gold-Certified No. 1 hit “Love You Like That.” Bronco 
debuted in the Top 5 on Billboard’s Country Albums Chart 
and features 10 additional tracks including Canaan's 
current upbeat, feel-good single “Hole In A Bottle” which 
continues to climb the country airplay charts. Canaan 
embarked on his first headlining “Stompin’ Grounds 
Tour” which hit eleven markets this past fall including 
Nashville, Chicago and Little Rock. 


CANAAN SMITH 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


EVENT PERFORMERS 


“THE NATIONAL ANTHEM” 

» CIARA 

Ciara is a GRAMMY Award-winning singer, songwriter, 
actress and producer. Known for her dance abilities and 
choreography throughout her career, Ciara has been 
dubbed the “Queen of Dance.” She has sold over seven 
million albums and 16 million singles worldwide. She has 
27 charted singles including “Goodies,” “Ride,” “Oh,” “1 2 
Step,” and “Body Party.” Her sixth studio album, Jackie, 
released May 4, 2015, produced the singles “I Bet” and 
“Dance Like We're Making Love.” 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL HANCOCK 


BILL HANCOCK 
» EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Bill Hancock has achieved a unique trifecta at the highest echelon of intercollegiate 
athletics. He was the first full-time director of the NCAA Final Four, the first executive 
director of the Bowl Championship Series (BCS) and the first executive director of the 
College Football Playoff. Using experiences gained during his remarkable five-decade 
career, Hancock led the conference commissioners and university presidents in creating 
the playoff. Then, he directed a talented staff in launching the event from scratch. 
The playoff is a phenomenal success; in its first year, it was named Sports Event of the 
Year by SportsBusiness Journal. His five-decade career began in 1971 when he became 
assistant sports information director at the University of Oklahoma. He spent 16 years 
with the NCAA Division | Men’s Basketball Championship, 13 years as its director. In 2005, 
he was appointed administrator of the BCS. He became executive director in 2009 and 
was named to the same role for the playoff when it was created in 2012. Hancock has 
served on the United States Olympic Committee staff at 11 Olympic Games and two Pan 
American Games. He has been inducted into the halls of fame of the state of Oklahoma, 
College Sports Information Directors and the All College Basketball Classic. A former newspaper editor, Bill has written two books. 
His memoir about the cross-country bicycle journey he undertook in the aftermath of his son’s death, Riding with the Blue Moth, was 
among the top sports books after its release in October 2005. It was re-issued in 2015. His second book, This One Day in Hobart, is 
a history of his hometown. He is married to his high school sweetheart, the former Nicki Perry. 


Q&A WITH BILL HANCOCK 


We persuaded College Football Playoff Executive Director Bill Hancock to sit with us for a quick interview on 
a wide-ranging variety of topics. The Oklahoma native got his first job in college athletics in 1971. Except for 
a four-year stint editing his family’s newspaper, he has been in the business ever since. 


one for our family, but | was there in 1957 when Notre Dame 
ended Oklahoma’s 47-game winning streak. As a seven-year- 
old, | couldn't figure out why so many people were crying. 
Recently? | have a mental snapshot of Vince Young’s winning 
touchdown against Southern California in the Rose Bowl. 
| also enjoyed a rainy Army-Colgate afternoon at West Point 
and Dartmouth game at the remarkable Yale Bowl. 


HAVE SPORTS ALWAYS BEEN AN 
IMPORTANT PART OF YOUR LIFE? 


Our family owned a community daily newspaper, and sports 
coverage was important. My father and brother always took me 
to sporting events - I’m told that began when | was a toddler. 
The newspaper helped administer many of those events, and 
| learned at my dad’s and brother’s knees. So sports is in my 
DNA. Our town, Hobart, Oklahoma, has a beautiful baseball park 
and | spent many happy hours there, posting large metal cards 
with inning-by-inning numbers on the old scoreboard, being a 
bat boy and later handling the public address. The Kiowa County 
girls and boys basketball tournaments were also big. We hosted 


WHY A FOUR-TEAM PLAYOFF? 

This four-team event is the best of all worlds: a bracket, and 
also more football games. It creates a playoff while preserving 
the excitement and significance of the regular season. We all 
certainly witnessed that this year. It also maintains the tradition 
of the bowl games and the bowl experience for the student- 
athletes. It doesn’t go too far - it goes just far enough. 


WHAT IS TYPICALLY THE OVERALL MOOD 
IN SELECTION COMMITTEE MEETINGS? 


Earnest. Contemplative. Tense. Determined. Studious. Serious. 
Humor broke the tension at times. The committee members did 
a great job, as we knew they would. They stuck to a disciplined 
process, a detailed protocol and a demanding schedule of 
producing weekly rankings. They gave unselfishly of their time 
to evaluate and rank the teams. 


WHAT IS YOUR ALL-TIME FAVORITE 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL MEMORY? 


| am a lucky guy. | love everything about this great game — 
the marching bands, the tailgating, the energy on campus, 
Oklahoma-Texas, Michigan-Ohio State, Alabama-Auburn, 
Army-Navy, the Tournament of Roses parade and plenty 
more. My best memories are of attending Oklahoma games 
in Norman with my parents in the 1950s. It’s not a happy 


the state high school wrestling championships, rodeos, and, 
of course, high school football. Tennis and golf tournaments, 
track meets...| was able to help run just about every sporting 
event you can think of. In a small town, you get to do everything. 
| wouldn't trade my childhood with anyone else’s. () 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF STAFF 


LAILA BROCK 
» DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS & LOGISTICS 


Laila Brock joined the College Football Playoff staff after serving as Director of Events and Team 
Operations for the Orange Bowl Committee. She received a bachelor’s degree in communications 
and mass media research, as well as a master’s degree in counselor education from Pennsylvania 
State University. At Penn State, she was captain of the Nittany Lion women’s track and field team. 
Brock was also a member of the 1997 United States Jr. National Track and Field team and competed 
in the Jr. Pan-American Games in Havana, Cuba. Brock is a member of Women in Sports and Events 
(WISE), Meeting Professionals International (MPI) and the National Association of Collegiate Directors 
of Athletics (NACDA). She is originally from Washington, Pennsylvania. 


CLAUDIA DORSEY 
» BUSINESS AND TICKET OPERATIONS COORDINATOR 


Claudia Dorsey previously worked in corporate relationships at the NCAA prior to joining the playoff, 
servicing several of the NCAA’s top accounts and delivering on-site activation at the Men’s Final Four, 
Men’s and Women’s College World Series, Volleyball, Wrestling and other championships. A native of 
Chicago, Dorsey began as an intern with the White Sox in sales and cross-functional marketing, before 
being hired as an account executive in group sales. She then transitioned to client services and 
database administration. Dorsey is a graduate of DePaul University, where she received a bachelor of 
arts in psychology. She and her husband, Ryan, recently welcomed their first child, Mason. 


ALLISON DOUGHTY 
» DIRECTOR OF EVENTS AND HOSPITALITY SERVICES 


Prior to joining the College Football Playoff, Allison Doughty spent seven years at the Atlantic Coast 
Conference in a variety of positions, most recently as Director of Football Operations and Event 
Management. Additionally, she spent one year at the Peach Bowl working in events. She received a 
bachelor’s in history from the University of Virginia and a master’s in sports administration from Ohio 
University. Her interest in the industry stems from her father, a sportswriter for the Roanoke Times 
for over 30 years. Her love of football began at an early age, as she was born the day of what is now 
known as simply “The Play” on the 85th anniversary of the Stanford-Cal game. She is a member of the 
National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA) and a Sports Management Institute 
(SMI) graduate. Doughty is a native of Roanoke, Virginia. 


KEN ELDER 
» SENIOR DIRECTOR OF MARKETING AND STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS 


Before joining the College Football Playoff in July 2013, Ken Elder acted as President of Elder Sports 
Marketing. He also held the position of Vice President of the South Florida Super Bow! Host Committee 
for Super Bowl XLIV. Elder served as Director of Sales and Marketing for the Tampa Bay Super Bowl 
XLII Host Committee, as well as Senior Director of Corporate Marketing for the South Florida Super 
Bowl XLI Host Committee. He also spent three years at Clear Channel Sports, working in regional sales 
and marketing for the Florida Gator Network. Elder received his undergraduate degree in business 
management from Florida Atlantic University and a master’s in sports administration from St. Thomas 
University. He and his wife, Tricia, have two sons, Matthew and Michael. Elder is originally from Newell, 
West Virginia. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF STAFF rade 


NIKKI EPLEY 
» DIRECTOR OF STADIUM & GAME OPERATIONS 


Nikki Epley joined the College Football Playoff after spending five years with the University of Kansas 
Alumni Association. Epley has served as the Director of Operations and Events for the South Florida 
Super Bowl XLI Host Committee, Director of Special Events for the Jacksonville Super Bowl XXXIX 
Host Committee and was an Associate Director for the Division | Men’s Basketball Championship 
at the NCAA. She has also worked the past four Super Bowls with the stadium operations team. 
A graduate from Wichita State University, she earned a BA and MA in Sports Business/Administration 
and was a middle infielder for the Shocker softball team, wearing #8 after her childhood idol, Cal 
Ripken. She is a member of the Collegiate Event and Facility Management Association (CEFMA), 
Stadium Managers Association (SMA) and National Association of Collegiate Women Athletic Administrators (NACWAA). Epley grew 
up just outside of Wichita in Valley Center, Kansas. 


WES GENTRY 
» DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION AND TECHNOLOGY 


Wes Gentry became the third member of the College Football Playoff staff, joining Executive Director 
Bill Hancock in March 2013. A native of Hobart, Oklahoma, Gentry received an undergraduate degree 
in geography from the University of Oklahoma. He holds a master’s degree in journalism from the 
University of Colorado, as well as a graduate certificate in Christian studies from Denver Seminary. 
Most recently, he worked for the Denver Post. He and his wife, Becky, have a son, Jackson, and a 
daughter, Hollis. 


BEN HABERN 
» MARKETING AND STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS COORDINATOR 


Ben Habern joined the College Football Playoff as a full-time staff member after previously serving as 
the Marketing and Strategic Partnerships intern for the 2014-15 season. Before his time at the playoff, 
Habern worked as a graduate assistant in the Office of Trademark Licensing at the University of 
Oklahoma and also spent time as an intern for Oklahoma Athletics’ Sooner Club. As an undergraduate, 
Habern played center and was a team captain for the University of Oklahoma football team. A native 
of Denton, Texas, he is married to wife, Morgan. 


RYAN ALLEN HALL 
» DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS 


Joining the College Football Playoff in July 2015, Ryan Hall previously served as Associate Director of 
Academic and Membership Affairs for the NCAA. His primary duties included oversight and 
management of the NCAA legislative-relief waiver process and administration of the NCAA 
supplemental support fund. Prior to his time at the NCAA, Hall practiced law with Strauss & Troy 
L.P.A. in Ohio as a general civil litigation associate. A native of Austin, Texas, Hall earned his bachelor’s 
degree in economics and political science from Rice University where he was a member of the 
Owls baseball team. He received his juris doctorate from the University of Notre Dame Law School. 
Hall and his wife, Kimera, have two daughters, Kayleigh and Kamryn. 
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MY MOM DIDN'T HAVE MANY OPTIONS. 
TODAY'S LUNG CANCER PATIENTS DO. 


Twenty years ago, my mother And yet, more than 30% of all 
was diagnosed with lung lung cancer patients still don’t 
cancer. She had very few know about the therapies, 
places to turn, and lost a specialists, and clinical trials 
difficult struggle. available to them. 


Today, we are on the brink of ; a . Lung cancer is a formidable 
real breakthroughs in lung . foe, but we are finding new 
cancer research and there ways fo fight it. Please visit 
are significantly improved to learn 
treatment options. what questions to ask your 
health care professional, and 

for information about options 

that may be right for you. 


Tony Goldwyn 


Stand Up To Cancer 
Ambassador 


* 


~~ 
™..> 


< 
Ss 
6 
8 
€ 
Ss 
In 
S 
2 
r=} 
2 
5 
2 
& 
iy) 
2 
x 
S 
Lg 
3 
o 
os 
c 
re] 
¥ 
= 
S 
i 
3 
s 
2 
= 
g 
=] 
£ 
\- 
S 
FS 
= 
s 
= 
@ 
5 


STAND 
UP 


Om Bristol-Myers Squibb SU2C.org/LungCancer 


16 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF STAFF raat 


MICHAEL KELLY 
» CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER 


Michael Kelly became the first full-time staff member to join Executive Director Bill Hancock. Kelly 
previously served as Senior Associate Commissioner for the Atlantic Coast Conference, overseeing 
broadcasting, communications and football. He is the only person to ever serve as lead local executive 
for three different Super Bowls in three different communities, having been President of the Super 
Bowl Host Committee in Tampa Bay (Super Bowl XXXV), Jacksonville (Super Bowl XXXIX) and South 
Florida (Super Bowl XLI). He also served as the Executive Director for the 1999 NCAA Men’s Final Four 
Local Organizing Committee. Kelly spent four years on campus serving two intercollegiate athletic 
departments in roles as Director of Athletic Operations and Facilities at Wake Forest University and as 
Associate Athletic Director for External Affairs at the University of South Florida. A founding board member of the Collegiate Event 
and Facilities Management Association (CEFMA), Kelly also serves on the President’s Board of Advisors for St. Thomas University 
(Miami Gardens, FL), and the Alumni Association Council for St. John’s College High School (Washington, DC). He graduated Magna 
Cum Laude from Wake Forest University, where he received a bachelor’s in politics. Additionally, he holds a master’s in sports 
administration from St. Thomas University. In 2006, Kelly was named to the Sports Business Journal's “Forty Under 40.” He and his 
wife, Lisa, have two daughters, Cara and Seana. 


LAUREN LANIER 
» COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 


Lauren Lanier joined the College Football Playoff in April 2014. She graduated from the University of 
Colorado in 2013, where she received a bachelor’s degree in journalism. While at CU, Lanier worked for 
Colorado Athletics in the Sports Information Department for four years. During her time as an undergrad, 
she also served as an ESPNU Campus Connection correspondent and spent the summer of 2013 
completing an internship at the National Football Foundation. Lanier is a member of the National 
Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA) and the Football Writers Association of 
America (FWAA). She is originally from Dallas, Texas. 


GINA LEHE 
» SENIOR DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS AND BRAND MANAGEMENT 


Gina Lehe spent 16 years working in the college football bowl industry prior to joining the College 
Football Playoff, having most recently served as Director of Media for the Rose Bowl Game. Lehe 
served in similar capacities for the Insight Bowl and Fiesta Bowl. She is a member of the Association for 
Women in Sports Media (AWSM), College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA), Football 
Writers Association of America (FWAA), National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame (NFF 
& CHF) and Public Relations and Media Committee for the Football Bowl Association (FBA). Lehe 
graduated from the University of Arizona with a bachelor of arts in communications. Originally from 
Pacific Grove, California, she is married to husband, Adam. The Lehe’s have a daughter, Adriana. 


JASON SABATINO 
» DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS OPERATIONS AND TICKET OPERATIONS 


Jason Sabatino comes to the College Football Playoff after most recently serving as the associate 
director of NCAA Championships and Alliances, Marketing and Ticketing, where he oversaw the ticket 
operations for the NCAA’s Division | Men’s Basketball Championship preliminary rounds and Final Four. 
Prior to his time with the NCAA, Sabatino worked for Cleveland Cavaliers, LLC, as Manager of Ticketing 
Operations, where he supported strategic ticketing initiatives for the Cleveland Cavaliers (NBA), Lake 
Erie Monsters (AHL) and Quicken Loans Arena. He enjoyed a stint in the same capacity for the New York 
Islanders (NHL) during 2007-2008. Sabatino spent nine years in various posts at Boston University, both 
in the Department of Athletics and with Agganis Arena. He began his career as collegiate administrator 
while serving as Business Manager for the America East Conference from 1997-1999. A native of Massachusetts, Sabatino earned his 
bachelor’s degree in sports management from Southern New Hampshire University. He and his wife, Meagan, have two daughters, 
Lucy and Caroline. 
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Thank you to 
Empire State Realty Trust 


; for lighting the 
t Empire State Building 
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REID SIGMON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 


Reid Sigmon joined the College Football Playoff after serving as Senior Associate Athletic Director and 
Chief Operating Officer at Kansas State University. In that role, Sigmon managed the day-to-day 
operations of the athletic department. Sigmon also served as Executive Director of the Tampa Bay Super 
Bowl XLIII Host Committee, Vice President of Operations of the Jacksonville Super Bowl XXXIX Host 
Committee and Director of Operations of the Tampa Bay Super Bowl XXXV Task Force. Sigmon served 
as the Assistant Director of the Tampa Bay Organizing Committee for the 1999 NCAA Division | Men’s 
Final Four. He also spent two years in the NFL, working as Director of Stadium Development and Event 
Operations for the Cleveland Browns. Sigmon received a bachelor of arts, Magna Cum Laude, from 
Wake Forest University, where he was a letterman on the Demon Deacons football team. In addition, 


he earned a master of business administration from the University of Florida. Sigmon is a member of the National Association of 
Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA). Born in Charleston, South Carolina, he was raised in Hendersonville, North Carolina. 
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COURTNEY STANFORD 
SPECIAL PROJECT COORDINATOR 


Courtney Stanford joined the College Football Playoff in September of 2015. She previously worked 
at ACTIVE Network as a Marketing Assistant in the Commerce Division. A 2012 magne cum laude 
graduate of Texas Tech University, she received a bachelor’s degree in exercise and sports science 
with a concentration in sports management. While at TTU, Stanford worked in the Recreational Sports 
Department for two years. Stanford has also spent time working for Cadence Sports as a Marketing and 
Event Management intern, as well as for the Frisco RoughRiders, serving as Community Development 
and Foundation intern. Stanford is a member of the National Association of Collegiate Directors of 
Athletics (NACDA). A native of Southlake, Texas, she is married to Lowell. 


ALLYSON WILKER 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS AND OPERATIONS COORDINATOR 


Joining the College Football Playoff in October 2015, Allyson Wilker previously served as Business and 
Events Coordinator at Conference USA. Wilker graduated magna cum laude from Baylor University in 
2012 with a bachelor of business administration in marketing and received her master of science in 
education-sports management in May 2014. While working toward her master’s, Wilker worked for the 
Waco Foundation, Baylor Campus Recreation-Intramural Sports and the Waco Convention Center. 
Wilker is a member of the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA). An Austin, 
Texas native, she is married to Jake. 


2015-16 INTERNS 


(PICTURED FROM LEFT TO RIGHT) 


Dana Boyle | University of Virginia, 2014 
Events and Ticketing Intern 


Jake Wittkop | Kansas State University, 2014 
Community Relations and Strategic Partnerships Intern 


Stephen lannotta | University of Miami (Ohio), 2013, 
University of North Carolina, 2015 
Stadium and Game Operations Intern 


Alvin Hines | Samford University, 2013 
Team Operations Intern 


Lauren Fender | Baylor University, 2015 
Communications and Brand Management, Tom Mickle Intern 
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NATIONAL FOOTBALL 
FOUNDATION 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME 


The National Football Foundation 
& College Hall of Fame 


PROMOTING THE GOOD IN THE GAME SINCE 1947 


Our Mission 

> Educating and protecting opportunities for the young people who play the game. 

> Telling the stories that promote the power of amateur football in developing 
leadership and a powerful sense of community on FootballMatters.org. 

> Inducting the greatest coaches and players into the College Football Hall of Fame 
at the NFF Annual Awards Dinner in New York City. 

> Establishing the College Football Hall of Fame in 1951 and utilizing the 94,256- 
square-foot state-of-art facility located in the heart of Atlanta as a national platform 
to promote the good in the game while immortalizing the game's greatest legends. 

> Bestowing the coveted William V. Campbell Trophy, presented by Fidelity 
Investments and prominently displayed at its official home inside the New York 
Athletic Club, to the nation’s top college football scholar-athlete. 

> Distributing more than $1.3 million to high school and college scholar-athletes, 
including the prestigious NFF National Scholar-Athlete Awards, presented by 
Fidelity Investments. 

> Recognizing the nation’s top student-athletes from all divisions in The NFF 
Hampshire Honor Society. 

>  Inducting our nation’s most influential citizens into the NFF Leadership Hall 
of Fame. 

> Partnering with the Football Writers Association of America (FWAA) to conduct 
the “FWAA-NFF Super 16” poll, which ranks the top 16 teams in the NCAA 
Football Bowl Subdivision during the regular college football season. 

> Energizing a nationwide network of 12,000 members and 120 chapters that 
collectively stage more than 1,000 events, reaching more than 5,000 high schools 
and 500,000 young football players each year. 

> Dramatizing the history and stressing the value of the game to fans and key 
audiences through the activation of a series of programs and initiatives, including 
the NFF Annual Awards Dinner, and the NFF On-Campus Salutes and the NFF 
Faculty Salutes, presented by Fidelity Investments. 


Our Leadership 
Archie Steven J. Clayton I. J. Murry Kathleen A. 
Manning Hatchell Bennett Bowden Murphy 


Chairman President & CEO Vice Chairman Vice Chairman Vice Chairwoman 


“Building Leaders Through Football” 
433 E. Las Colinas Blvd. © Suite 1130 © Irving, TX © 75039 


For more information please visit www.footballfoundation.org or call 1-972-556-1000. 


@NFFNetwork 
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PAST RECIPIENTS 


2009 Roy Kramer 2013 Grant Teaff 
2010 Tom Hansen 2014 Dennie Poppe 
2011 LaVell Edwards 2015 Lee Corso 
2012 Bobby Bowden 


ARIZONA THANKS YOU 


As the local organizing committee, our entire team would like to take this opportunity to thank ALL the 
fans, media and other visitors joining us for this one-of-a-kind college football experience—no matter 


which team you’re rooting for. 
rr 
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he City of New Urleans is Proud to 
Have Been selected to Host the 
7UCU College Football Playott 


National Championship 


2? College Football Champions 


10 Super Bowl Champions 


5 NCAA Men's Basketball Champions 


3 NCAA Women's Basketball Champions 
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


THE ACG 1S PROUD TO SUPPORT THE 2016 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
AND WE WISH CLEMSON BEST OF LUCK IN THE GAME! 


THEACC .com/sowts | @tHEACC | @tweACCroorear 


35 TOURS. 2 PURPLE HEARTS. 
1 EVICTION NOTICE. 


SCAN HERE FOR 
MORE INFO 


When my landlord found out | had Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), | received an 
eviction notice. That’s when | called HUD for help. If you feel that you’ve been discriminated 


against because of a mental or emotional injury or disability, report it to HUD or your local 
fair housing center. 


Visit hud.gov/fairhousing or call 
the HUD Hotline 17?800-669-9777 (English/Espanol) 


FAIR HOUSING IS YOUR RIGHT. USE IT! 


giMENT Or 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


: National Fair Housing Alliance 


A public service message from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in partnership with the National Fair Housing Alliance. The federal Fair Housing Act 
prohibits discrimination because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, familial status or disability. For more information, visit www.hud.gov/fairhousing. 


Follow the stories of 


~ SEC student-athletes 


at SECsports.com/stories 7 
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CHRIS FOWLER » PLAY-BY-PLAY COMMENTATOR @cbfowler 


Chris Fowler, who has progressed at ESPN over a quarter century to be one of the most respected hosts and 
play-by-play commentators in television, appears on many of ESPN’s marquee properties, primarily in 
college football and Grand Slam tennis. In 2014, he became the play-by-play for the ABC Saturday Night 
Football booth alongside analyst Kirk Herbstreit and reporter Heather Cox. The trio ushered in the new era 
in college football, teaming up to work a College Football Playoff Semifinal game and the College Football 
National Championship. 


ESPN BROADCASTERS: TV Bios courtesy of ESPN.com a 


He served as the host for College GameDay, the network’s Emmy-winning Saturday morning college football 
preview show, 1990 - 2014. It won the Sports Emmy for Best Weekly Studio Show in 2008, 2010, 2011, 2013 and 2014. 


He also has hosted ESPN’s Heisman Trophy Presentation since the network began its coverage of the event in 1994 and ESPN’s The 
Home Depot College Football Awards show from its inception in 1993 to 2013. In addition, he was the play-by-play voice of ESPN’s 
Thursday night college football games from 2006-2009 after previously serving as a sideline reporter, beginning in 1988. 


KIRK HERBSTREIT » COLLEGE FOOTBALL ANALYST @KirkHerbstreit 


Widely recognized as one of the best college football minds of his generation, Kirk Herbstreit has served as 
an analyst for ESPN’s three-time Sports Emmy Award-winning College GameDay Built by The Home 
Depot remote college football studio show since August 1996, when he joined host Chris Fowler and co- 
analyst Lee Corso. For his efforts there, he has earned seven nominations and two Sports Emmy Awards for 
Best Studio Analyst (2010 & 2011). Herbstreit is the game analyst for the Saturday Night Football series on 
ABC, broadcast television’s first weekly prime-time college football game, since the series debut in 2006. 
In 2014, he shared the booth with Chris Fowler, who called play-by-play on the telecast for the first time. 
Previously, Herbstreit called eight Rose Bowl Games and seven BCS National Championships alongside legendary play-by-play 
announcer Brent Musburger. 


Respected for his no-nonsense analysis and insightful perspective, he is also a frequent contributor to SportsCenter, ESPN.com 
and ESPN The Magazine. Previously, Herbstreit was a game analyst on the popular ESPN Thursday night college football series from 
1999-2006. He joined ESPN in September 1995 as a college football sideline analyst. 


He earned a degree in business administration in 1993 from the Ohio State University, where he was a four-year letterman with the 
Buckeyes as a quarterback (1989-92). During his senior season in 1992, he served as a starter and team captain, and was recognized 
as team MVP and most motivational player. 


HEATHER COX » COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER Gheutherdepa 


Heather Cox joined ESPN in August 1994 and serves as a reporter for ABC and ESPN’s coverage of the NBA, 
college football, NCAA men’s and women’s basketball and the WNBA. She originally joined the network as an 
analyst on men’s and women’s college and professional volleyball and women’s college basketball. 


Cox began her broadcast career as a basketball analyst for Fox Sports Net in 1993 and covered college football, 
professional basketball and volleyball during her tenure. 


An accomplished volleyball player, Cox played professionally as the team captain for the Sacramento Stars of 
the National Volleyball Association professional league from 1993-95. 


Cox graduated from the University of Pacific in 1992, cum laude, with a bachelor of arts degree in broadcast and public relations. 


TOM RINALDI » COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER 


A correspondent for ESPN since 2002, Tom Rinaldi contributes to a wide variety of programs and fills a 
number of roles at the network. He is a weekly contributor to College Gameday, and serves as a sideline 
reporter for some of college football’s biggest games, including the Rose Bowl and the national championship. 


He is part of ESPN’s golf coverage at the Masters and The Open Championship, as an interviewer, essayist, 
and hole announcer. And in tennis, he has done play-by-play at Wimbledon, the Australian Open and the US 
Open. His feature stories are a staple on SportsCenter, E:6O0, and SCFeatured. 


A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., he earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Pennsylvania, and a master’s degree from the 
Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism. 
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MIKE TIRICO » PLAY-BY-PLAY COMMENTATOR @miketirico 


Mike Tirico has handled a variety of assignments for ESPN, ESPN Radio and ABC Sports since 1991, 
establishing himself as one of the most recognizable faces and steady voices across ESPN’s multimedia 
platforms and in the industry at large. In 2006, he assumed one of the top positions in sports television as 
ESPN’s Monday Night Football play-by-play commentator. 


Aregular contributor to ESPN Radio, Tirico hosts the pro football-themed Weekend Blitz (formerly Countdown 
to Kickoff) Friday program and podcast in the fall with Chris Mortensen. Mike also previously hosted 
the Monday Night Preview podcast, examining each week’s MNF game. In addition, Tirico has handled radio 
play-by-play for the 2010 Rose Bowl, the 2010-14 BCS Championship games and the inaugural College Football Playoff National 
Championship in 2015. 


Tirico joined ESPN as a SportsCenter anchor in July 1991, later serving as host of Monday Night Countdown during the NFL season 
from that show's 1993 launch to 2001. From 1993-1997, he anchored ESPN’s College Football Scoreboard show and on November 
1, 1996, he hosted the debut of ESPNEWS. Prior to joining ESPN, Tirico worked in Syracuse, N.Y. (1987-1991). He was sports director 
at CBS affiliate WTVH-TV and play-by-play voice for Syracuse University basketball, football, lacrosse and volleyball for the Super 
Sports Network of Cook CableVision. 


Tirico was named the 2010 Sportscaster of the Year by the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association (NSSA), an award 
voted on by his industry peers. 


TODD BLACKLEDGE » COLLEGE FOOTBALL ANALYST  @Blackledge_ESPN 


Todd Blackledge, who returned to ESPN in 2006, is an analyst for many of the network’s college football 
events, including College Football Primetime. Since the 2009 season, Blackledge has been an analyst 
alongside play-by-play announcer Brad Nessler, with sideline reporter Holly Rowe. He also is a regular 
contributor to College GameDay, SportsCenter and ESPN Radio. 


In 1994, he joined ABC Sports as a college football analyst. He then was named CBS’ lead analyst in 1999. 

‘ In 2006, he joined play-by-play announcer Mike Patrick and sideline reporter Holly Rowe for ESPN’s Saturday 

primetime college football series. He has been featured during Saturday college football games since 2007 

in the popular “Todd’s Taste of the Town,” during which he visits a local restaurant near the site of the game he'll call that day, and 
discusses the culinary appeal of the establishment and more. 


As the standout quarterback at Penn State, Blackledge started for the Nittany Lions from 1981 to 1983, going 31-5 through three 
seasons. After leading Penn State to the national championship in 1982, Blackledge won the Davey O’Brien Award as the nation’s 
most outstanding quarterback, and he finished sixth in the Heisman Trophy voting. 


HOLLY ROWE » COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER @sportsiren 


Holly Rowe joined ESPN on a regular basis in August 1998 and had previously served as a sideline reporter 
for select ESPN telecasts in 1997 and for ABC Sports from 1995-96. Rowe primarily covers college football, 
men’s basketball and softball as a reporter, as well as the NBA and WNBA. She has also provided play-by-play 
commentary for women’s college basketball, softball and volleyball. 


Rowe has worked as a sports reporter and anchor for outlets in Salt Lake City including KSL Radio, Fox 13 TV, 
KBYU TV, BYU Sports Network and KFNZ Radio. 


She graduated from the University of Utah with a broadcast journalism degree. While at Utah, Rowe was a sportswriter for the Daily Utah 
Chronicle and the Davis County Clipper, and anchored the campus TV station news. 


JOE SCHAD » COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER @schadjoe 


Joe Schad joined ESPN in 2005 and is an ESPN’s National College Football Reporter. He reports feature 
stories and sit-down conversations for popular ESPN shows such as College GameDay, College Football 
Live and SportsCenter. 


Schad also writes news stories for ESPN.com, and provides college football news content for SportsCenter. 
He has also done sideline reporting for ESPN, ABC and ESPN Radio. Last season, Schad was a sideline 
reporter on more than 20 games for ESPN Radio, including the Sugar Bowl, Rose Bowl and BCS National 
Championship Game. 


A native of Glendale, N.Y., Schad earned a journalism degree in 1997 from St. John’s University. The winner of several APSE and 
FSWA awards, he was the Editor in Chief and Sports Editor of St. John’s student-managed newspaper, The Torch, and was also the 
Sports Director of WSJU, St. John’s official radio station. 
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AMERICAN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 


www.theamerican.org 
Cincinnati 
Connecticut 
East Carolina 


Houston 

Memphis 

Navy 

SMU | 

Temple — 

Tulane AMERICAN 

Tulsa ——______ 
ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 

UCF 

USF 


ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 


www.theacc.com 
Boston College 
Clemson 
Duke 
Florida State 
Georgia Tech 


Louisville 
Miami 


NC State es 
North Carolina 


Pittsburgh 
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Virginia 
Virginia Tech 
Wake Forest 


BIG TEN CONFERENCE 


www.bigten.org 
Illinois 
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lowa 
Maryland 
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Ohio State 
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Wisconsin 


BIG 12 CONFERENCE 


www.big12sports.com 
Baylor 
lowa State 
Kansas 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma State 
TCU 
Texas BIG 12 CONFERENCE 
Texas Tech 
West Virginia 


CONFERENCE USA 


www.conferenceusa.com 
Florida Atlantic 
Florida International 
Louisiana Tech 
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Middle Tennessee 
North Texas 
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MOUNTAIN WEST CONFERENCE 


www.themwc.com 
Air Force 
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Colorado State 
Fresno State 
Hawai'i 
Nevada 
New Mexico 
San Diego State 
San Jose State 
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Utah State 
Wyoming 


PACIFIC-12 CONFERENCE 


www.pac-12.com 
Arizona 
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California 
Colorado 
Oregon 
Oregon State 
Stanford 
UCLA 
USC 
Utah 
Washington 
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Washington State 


SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE 


www.secsports.com 


Arkansas 
Auburn 

Florida 
Georgia 
Kentucky 

LSU 
Mississippi State 
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Ole Miss 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Texas A&M 
Vanderbilt 
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www.sunbeltsports.org 
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Georgia State 
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@american_conf @american_conf 


@theacc @accsports 
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@conference_usa @conferenceusa 
@macsports @macsports 
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PLEASE TOUCH 


x Experience the world’s most amazing animals 
j in one app. WWF TOGETHER — the free app 
from World Wildlife Fund. Download it today. 


worldwildlife.org/together 


IT’S MORE THAN A JERSEY. 


IT’S MORE THAN A POSITION ON THE FIELD. 


IT’S MORE THAN THE WINS, 
THE DEFEATS, THE PLAYS, AND THE CALLS. 
IT'S SOMETHING LARGER - IT’S THE TEAM, 


THE DRIVE, THE ATHLETE... 


HEALTH AND SAFETY SKILLS AND DRILLS 


SPORTS NUTRITION STRENGTH TRAINING 


= a 


SUBSCRIBE FOR YOUR FREE E-NEWSLETTER TODAY AT USAFOOTBALL.COM/SUBSCRIBE 


f facebook.com/usafootball ¥ @usafootball P @usafootball @usa_football 


HEISMAN TROPHY WINNERS 


THE HEISMAN TROPHY BREAKDOWN... 


When University of Chicago running back Jay Berwanger won the first Heisman Trophy in 1935 he started a trend that continues to 
this day. Of the 79 college football players who have won the coveted Heisman Trophy, 41 of them have been running backs, by far 
the most of any position. Of those 41 running backs, three players have been fullbacks, most recently Oklahoma’s Steve Owens in 
1969. Only one defensive player, Michigan cornerback Charles Woodson in 1997, has won the award. Quarterbacks have the second- 
most amount of Heisman wins at 33. This year’s winner, Alabama running back Derrick Henry, became the first running back to win 
since 2009, when Mark Ingram, also from Alabama, took home the award. In 1987, Notre Dame’s Tim Brown became the first of only 
two wide receivers to grab the Trophy (Michigan’s Desmond Howard in 1991 is the other). Two ends have won the award, the last 
being Notre Dame’s Leon Hart in 1949. A look at the recipients by position: 


Winners by Position 
QUARTERBACK 1978 pt we é Oklahoma 
: 1979 Charles White USC 
oe ue als Ll 1980 George Rogers South Carolina 
Oe mec 1981 Marcus Allen USC 
1943 Angelo Bertelli Notre Dame hel Walk b 
1944 Les Horvath Ohio State 1982 eee el Walker ese le 
1947. — John Lujack Notre Dame te a ae | besa 
ee Sh eee Pal es 1988 Barry Sanders Oklahoma State 
1963 ae er ibaeh regoH New 1994 Rashaan Salaam Colorado 
1964 John Huarte Notre Dame 1995 edie Wie Ohio State 
1966 Steve Spurrier Florida 1998 Ricky Williams __ Texas 
1967 Gary Beban UCLA 1999 Ron Dayne Wisconsin 
F 2009 Mark Ingram Alabama 
1970 Jim Plunkett Stanford : 
1971 Pat Sullivan Auburn 2015  ~Derrick Henry Alabama 
1984 Doug Flutie 4 Boston eR END 
1986 Vinny Testaverde Miami (Fla 
1936 _ Larry Kelley Yale 
1989 Andre Ware Houston 
1990 Ty Detmer Brigham Young 1949 Leon Hart Notre Dame 
ee elated ee WIDE RECEIVER 
arlie War orida State : 
: 1987 Tim Brown Notre Dame 
1996 Danny Wuerffel _ Florida 1991 Desmond Howard Michigan 
2000 Chris Weinke Florida State 
2001 Eric recy Nebraska CORNERBACK 
2002 Carson Palmer USC Thi 
5003 Jason White Oklahoma 1997 Charles Woodson Michigan 
2004 = Matt Leinart USC 
2006 Troy Smith Ohio State 
2007 =—‘Tim Tebow Florida 
2008 Sam Bradford Oklahoma 
2010 CamNewton Auburn 
2011 Robert Griffin Ill Baylor 
2012 Johnny Manziel Texas A&M 
2013 Jameis Winston Florida State 
2014 Marcus Mariota Oregon 
RUNNING BACK 
1935 Jay Berwanger Chicago 
1939 Nile Kinnick lowa 
1940 TomHarmon Michigan 
1941 Bruce Smith Minnesota 
1942 Frank Sinkwich Georgia 
1945 Doc Blanchard Army (FB) 
1946 Glenn Davis Army 
1948 Doak Walker Southern Methodist 
1950 Vic Janowicz Ohio State 
1951 Dick Kazmaier Princeton 
1952 Billy Vessels Oklahoma 
1953 John Lattner Notre Dame 
1954 Alan Ameche Wisconsin (FB) 
1955 Howard Cassady Ohio State 
1957 John David Crow Texas A&M 
1958 Pete Dawkins Army 
1959 Billy Cannon Louisiana State 
1960 Joe Bellino Navy 
1961 Ernie Davis Syracuse 
1965 Mike Garrett USC 
1968 O.J. Simpson USC 
1969 Steve Owens Oklahoma (FB) 
1972 Johnny Rodgers Nebraska 
1973 John Cappelletti Penn State 
1974 Archie Griffin Ohio State 
1975 Archie Griffin Sera 
1976 Tony Dorsett Pittsbur: 
1977 EAA Campbell Teae ALABAMA RUNNING BACK DERRICK HENRY WON THE 2015 HEISMAN. 
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FOLLOW THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF WHEREVER YOU ARE 


Download the official College Football Playoff app: 


7a GAMEDAY 


www.collegefootballplayoff.com 
I} /CollegeFootballPlayoff W @cfbplayoff (6) @cfbplayoff #CFBPlayoff 


CFP LIVE EVENT SET: BIOS raat 


RACHEL BARIBEAU 


Rachel Baribeau is a graduate of the Auburn University Broadcast Journalism program and as a 
master of her craft, she’s delivered insightful commentary to millions of sports enthusiasts via 
national broadcasters such as Fox Sports, ESPN, CBS Sports and Yahoo. 


Captivating, her various posts include roles such as: Sports Editor, Sports Radio Talk Show Host, 
Sideline Reporter, Internet Anchor and Field Reporter. Rachel’s ability to “transcend layers and 
pull out the real story” is actively sought after in covering the SEC, NFL and NASCAR among other 
notable championship games and Fortune 500 appearances. Her compelling and heartfelt story- 
telling is featured on BleacherReport.com; she can also be heard on SiriusXM College Sports 
Nation as the first female on College Sports Nation. 


KATE OSBORNE 


Kate Osborne is currently the host of PowerNation, which is featured on NBC Sports, CBS Sports 
and Spike TV, while also providing commentary as a Pit & Trackside reporter for TORC on Fox 
Sports. Osborne is attending her second College Football Playoff National Championship as a live 
event reporter. 


Recently, Ms. Osborne was a race pit reporter for ESPN, sideline reporter for Fox Sports San 
Diego, host of PadresPOV on Fox Sports San Diego, host of Rally America National Championship 
Series on NBC Sports Network, as well as a feature reporter for the Columbus Blue Jackets. In 
addition, she has produced and hosted web content for Global Rallycross and has also co- 
created and co-hosted her own radio show affiliated with Global Rallycross. Osborne graduated 
from Indiana University, just outside of her hometown of Indianapolis, Indiana, with a degree in 
Sports Communication and Broadcast. 


MARK BROWN 


Mark Brown is back for his second year to co-host the College Football Playoff National 
Championship Pregame Show on the big screen. As a 20-year veteran in sports broadcasting, 
Brown has covered nearly every sport on the ESPN Networks, including college basketball, NBA, 
NEL, tennis, soccer, cycling, volleyball as well as a variety of international competitions. 


Brown’s TV play-by-play experience includes international broadcasts for two Super Bowls, eight 
NBA Finals and the 2012 NCAA Men’s Final Four. He also regularly calls college basketball games, 
NCAA Tennis play-by-play on Longhorn Network, along with providing coverage of the Little 
League World Series. As a freelance sports anchor and reporter with CBS affiliate WFSB-TV in 
Hartford, Connecticut, Mark has covered the UConn football and basketball programs, PGA 
TOUR Golf, WTA Tennis and the New England Patriots. Along the way he has served as the TV 
voice of UConn Football, the CBA’s Connecticut Pride and the U.S. Virgin Islands Paradise Jam 
Basketball Tournament. 


PETE FIUTAK 


Pete Fiutak currently serves as the managing editor and analyst for Campus Insiders, the online 
source for all things college sports. In addition, Fiutak publishes his own college football website, 
CollegeFootballNews.com, which was founded in 1997. A Heisman voter and an advisor for the 
Doak Walker Award, Fiutak is a well-respected voice in college football. Fiutak previously served 
as a contributor to FoxSports.com from 2000-2013. In 2009, he was a FWAA award recipient. 
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1. Before retiring, Virginia Tech coach Frank Beamer coached 
the Hokiestotheir_ |_| consecutive bowl berth this season? 


FRANK BEAMER, VIRGINIA TECH 


2. How many touchdowns did offensive MVP Ezekiel 
Elliott score for the Ohio State Buckeyes in last year’s national 
championship game? 


3. Stanford running back Christian McCaffrey broke whose 
NCAA single-season record for all-purpose yards this year 
with 3,496 yards? 


CHRISTIAN McCAFFREY, STANFORD 


4. Who won the national championship game the last time it 
was held at the University of Phoenix Stadium in 2011? 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL QUIZ 


5. Which of the four teams in this year’s playoff has had the 
longest national championship draught? 


6. What team had the best overall record in games played 
during the BCS era (1998-2013)? 


EZEKIEL ELLIOTT, OHIO STATE 


7. Who won the most games as a starting quarterback in 
FBS history? 


8. What school has the most number of linebackers drafted in 
the NFL Draft common era (since 1967)? 


9. What team has been to the most bowl games in 
FBS history? 


10. Who is the only person to win the Heisman trophy playing 
primarily on defense? 
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TEAM JDRF 1O CURE DIABETES 


Please join me in my goal to raise funds for the millions of people 
living with, and affected by, type 1 diabetes (TID), like my wife, 
Sharri. The money we raise will help JDRF fund critical research to 
progressively remove the impact of T1D from people's lives until 
no one has to fear developing this disease. 


Type | diabetes is a life-threatening autoimmune disease in which 
a person's pancreas stops producing insulin—a hormone essential 
to the ability to get energy from food. If strikes children and adults 
suddenly, and changes life as they know it forever. If cannot be 
prevented, and there is no cure. 


JDRF is the leading global organization funding type | diabetes 
(T1D) research. JDORF's goal is to progressively remove the impact 
of T1D from people's lives until we achieve a world without T1D. 
JDRF collaborates with a wide spectrum of partners and is the only 
organization with the scientific resources, regulatory influence, and 
a working plan to better treat, prevent, and eventually cure T1D. 
To learn more about JDRF go to www.jdrf.org. 


Your gift will make a difference for millions of people affected by this devastating, life-threatening 
disease. Please consider donating to JDRF for Sharri and millions of others. 


-Thank you for any support! 
Adam Scheffer, ESPN 


Help support JDRF and their mission of finding a cure for type 1 diabetes (11D) and its complication through the 
support of research. JDRF funds life-changing T1D research — research that is leading to better treatments 


prevention, and one day, a world without T1D. 


To help find a cure for Sharri and the millions of people with T1D go to www.jdrf.org/defeatingdiabetes. 


IMPROVING 
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(a 
Incomplete forward pass acd Wall 
Penalty declined legal touching or 
: No 3 No score Leaal touching of f d Inadvertent whistle , 30-second timeout 
Loss of down Toss option delayed egal Touching of Tora (Face Press Box) Disregard flag End of period Sideline waming First touching (NF) 


pass or scrimmage kick 


17 19 fim) —~ 
| 
me Offside defense Pia si : “ 
Incatchable or free kick team gal ormaual Illegal shift - 2 hands Paine Failure to wear Illegal helmet Unsportsmanlike conduct 
forward pass Encroachment (NF) Encroachment offense Illegal motion - 1 hand Delay of game Substitution infraction required equipment pees Noncontact foul 
30 32 33 — 
Eze 
- Illegal batting Fi a 
Running into illegal. kicking Illegal fair catch signal (NF) pOrwara pass . 
of roughing kicker (followed by pointing Invalid fair catch ___ interference Roughing passer Illegal pass Intentional grounding 
Illegal. participation Sideline interference or holder toward toe for kicking) signal (NF) Kick-catching interference pen 


Illegal block in the back 
Ineligible downfield Blocking below waist Holding/obstructing Helping runner es 
on pass Personal foul Clipping lllegal block Chop block Illegal use of hands/arms Interlocked blocking em mask or 
jelmet opening 


(NF) High School 
Note: Signal numbers 25 and 26 are for future expansion. 
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JERSEY REQUIREMENTS rade 


FRONT VIEW BACK VIEW 
Not more than Permissible insignias/logos 
1-inch-wide may not exceed 16 square Player’s 
border inches in area. 


name only 


—— 
10" 
minimum 


Approximately 1%" 


Numbers 1-99 
(cannot be 
preceded by 0). 

Must be in a color 

in distinct contrast 

to jersey color.* 


Name of 
institution 


Side stripe not 
more than 4" wide 
(from underarm 
to pants top) 
is permitted. 


* Numbering rules are intended to provide a clearly visible number for a variety of 
groups (e.g., coaches, media, fans, etc.). Therefore, numbers must be designed 
to be clearly visible from a press box in a variety of weather and lighting conditions. 
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HEADS UP COLLEGE FOOTBALL FANS! 


Desert Diamond West Valley is the place to go to 
get pumped up for the next big game. Whether it’s 
before the kickoff or after the last touchdown, this is 
where the celebration starts and never ends. 


Experience the possibilities. 
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